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Correspondence respecting the Capture of the ^^ Virginius/' 



No. 1. 
Earl Granville to Acting Consul- General Crawford. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ November 11, 1873. 

THE attention of Her Majesty's Government has been called to certain telegrams 
which have lately appeared in the newspapers, relative to the capture by a Spanish gun- 
boat of the steamer " Virginius," on the coast of Jamaica. 

In the absence of any official information. Her Majesty's Government are unable to 
judge whether there is any ground for objecting to the capture of the " Virginius ;" and 
they have no wish to interfere in order to protect British subjects from the consequences 
to which they may have rendered themselves justly liable, by their interference in the 
affairs of a foreign State ; but, as it appears, that some of the persons on board the 
" Virginius" have already been executed, and the lives of others may be in danger, I 
have to instruct you to watch the proceedings in the case ; and in the event of there 
being any British subjects among the prisoners, you will use your utmost endeavours to 
secure them a fair trial. 

I am» &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 

c 

No. 2. 
Acting Consul-General Crawford to Earl Granville. — {Received November 15, morning,) 

(Telegraphic.) Havana^ November 14, 1873. 

SIXTEEN British subjects of the crew of the ''Virginius" were shot 7th instant at 
Santiago, in spite of the Governor of Jamaica and the Committee's protest to the Governor 
through the Vice-Consul. 

Seven other British subjects remain, six of whom are under age. 

Her Majesty's ship '*Niobe'* arrived there next day, 

Chase begun, and capture effected on the high sea. 

■ 

No. 3. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Layard.* 

Sir, Foreign Ofice, November 15, 1873. 

THE attention of Her Majesty's Government having been called to the capture^ 
by a Spanish gunboat, of the steamer '' Virginius," and the execution at Santiago de 
(Juba of some of the persons found on board her, I instructed the Acting British 
Consul-General, by telegraph on the 1 1th instant, to watch the case, and to obtain a fair 
trial for any British subjects who might be among the prisoners. 

This morning I received a telegram from Mr. Crawford in reply, stating that the 
chase of the '' Virginius " began, and her capture was effected, on the high seas ; that 
/ in spite of the efforts of the Governor of Jamaica, and of a protest made through the 

Vice-Consul, sixteen British subjects, forming part of the crew of the " Virginius," were 
shot at Santiago on the 7th instant, and -that there were still seven British subjects 
remaining among the prisoners, of whom six are under age. 

* The substance of these instructions was telegraphed. 
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1 need hardly say that this intelligence has been received with the greatest concert 
by Her Majesty's Government, and I have to instruct you to lose no time in addressing 
a note to the Spanish Government, in which you will state that, while reserving at 
present the question of the executions which have already taken place. Her Majesty's 
Government will hold the Spanisli Government and all the persons concerned responsible 
for any further executions of British subjects, under the circumstances stated by 
Mr. Crawford. 

I am, &€. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 



No. 4. 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. Herbert. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 15, 1873. 

I AM directed by Earl Granville to transmit to you, to be laid before the Earl of 
Kiniberley, the accompanying copy of a telegram jfrom the Acting British Consn!* 
General at the Havana,* relative to the capture of the steamer ** Virginius " by a Spanish 
gun-boat, and the execution at Santiago of sixteen British subjects taken on board her. 

I am also to inclose a copy of a telegram which Lord Granville has addressed 
to Her Majesty^s Minister at Madrid upon the subject.t A telegram to the same 
effect has been sent to the Acting Consul-General at the Havana, with instructions to 
communicate the substance as expeditiously as possible to the Vice-Consul at Santiago. 

I am to request that, in laying this letter before the Earl of Kimberley, you will 
move his Lordship to cause a similar telegram to be sent to the Governor of Jamaica, 
and, as there may be some delay in communicating between Havana and Santiago, I am 
to suggest that his Excellency may be instructed to forward a copy to the Vice-Consul at 
Santiago by the first possible opportunity. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) TENTERDEN. 



No. 5. 
Lord Tenterden to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office ^ November 15, 1873* 

I AM directed by Earl Granville to transmit to you, to be laid before the Lords of 

the Admiralty, the accompanying copy of a telegram from the Acting British ConAol* 

General at the Havana,* relative to the capture by a Spanish gim-boat of tlie steamer 

'^ Virginius,'' and the execution at Santiago de Cuba of certain British subjects taken on 

board her. 

I am also to inclose a copy of a telegraphic instruction which Lord Granviile has 

addressed to Her Majesty's Minister at Madrid in consequence.! 

Similar instructions have been sent to Mr. Crawford, the Vice-Consul at Santiago, 

and the Governor of Jamaica. 

I am^ &c. 
(Signed) TENTERDEN. 

No. 6. 

Earl Oranville to Acting ConmJrOeneral Crawford.X 

. Sir, Foreign Office, November 15, 1873. 

HER Majesty*s Government have received with the greatest concern the intelligence 
contained in your telegram of the 1 4th instant, relative to the execution at Santiago de Cuba 
of British subjects taken on board the steamer ^* Virginius ;" and I have to instruct you to 
lose no time in intimatmg to the proper authorities that, while reserving at present the 
question of the executions which have already taken place, Her Majesty's Government 

* I7o. 2. t ^0* 3- t '^^ substance of this wai also telegraphed. 






will hold the Spanish Government and all the persons concerned responsible for any 
further executions of British subjects under the circumstances stated by you. 

Ton will take the most expeditious means in your power of communicating the 
contents of this despatch to Mr. Vice-Consul Ramsden, and you will instruct him to make 
a similar intimation to the local authorities at Santiago de Cuba. 

I am^ &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 



No. 7. 
Earl Granville to Acting Consul- General Crawford. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 15, 1873. 

J HAVE to instruct you to explain to me why the execution of the sixteen British 
subjects taken in the " Virginius/* which occurred, as stated in your telegraphic despatch 
of yesterday, on the 7th instant, was not reported by you at the time by telegraph, as 
well as the capture of the vessel, and the proceedings in connection with it. 

The intelligence was published in the newspapers of the vessel having been seized, 
but Her Majesty's Government did not learn that any British subjects had been taken in 
her until your telegraphic message of to-day was received. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 



No. 8. 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Thornton.^ 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 15, 1873. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith, for your information, copies of a correspondence, 
as marked in the margin,! respecting the recent capture of the American vessel 
**Virginius" by the Spanish authorities in Cuba; and I have to request that you will 
keep me informed in regard to any action that may be taken in connection with the 
vessel in question. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 



No. 9. 

Acting ConsuUGeneral Crawford to Earl Granville. — {Received November 16, night.) 

(Telegraphic.) Havana, November 16, 1873. 

JAMES FLOOD, second mate ; Henry King, assistant engineer ; Thomas Gregg, 
Frank Good, Barney Herald, firemen; Henry Frank, James Read, Samuel Hard, 
Alfred Hessel, Walter Prince, George Thomas, coal trimmers ; Thomas Walker, chief 
steward ; Simon Broom, second steward ; William Ross, Henry Bond, George Thompson, 
seamen, were executed. Sidney Robertson, William Curtis, Samuel Hall, George 
Wenster, William Marshall, Abraham Penton, George Burke, survived 8th instant. 
The six last are all coloured lads. 



No. 10. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Crawford. I 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 17, 1873. 

I HAVE received a telegram dated yesterday from Her Majesty's Minister at 
Madrid, reporting that he had communicated to Seiior Castolar the substance of the 

* The substance of this instruction was telegraphed. t Nos. 1 and 2. 

% Substance telegraphed to Mr. Crawford, Goyernor of Jamaica, nnd Commodore. 
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instractions relative to the case of the ^^ Virgmius,*' sent to him by telegraph on the 16th 
instant, which were similar to those contained in my despatch to you of that date. 

Mr. Layard adds that Senor Castelar immediately sent a telegram to the Captain- 
General of Cuba, directing the suspension of all further executions of British subjects or 
others. 

You will inform the British Vice-Consul at Santiago de Cuba. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 

No. 11. 

* 

Earl Granville to Mr. Layard.* 

Sir, Foreign Office y Noveniber 17, 1873. 

I HAVE received a telegram from you dated this day stating that, with reference 
to the case of the '' Virginius/' you had been requested by Sefior Castelar to appeal to 
the sympathy always shown by England for Spain, and to the well-known wish of Her 
Majesty's Government to prevent war. His Excellency, you state, strongly urged that 
Her Majesty's Government should unite its claim for reparation for the execution of the 
prisoners at Santiago with that of the United States, which course would render it less 
difficult for Spain to give full satisfaction, and thereby avoid a rupture with the United 
States, which appeared otherwise inevitable. 

In the event of Her Majesty's Government declining to take this course, his 
Excellency inquired whether they would propose to the Government of the United 
States to refer the matter to arbitration, or whether Her Majesty's Government would 
act as Arbitrator in the event of the United States accepting arbitration. 

You add that Senor Castelar expressed the readiness of his Government to give the 
fullest satisfaction, and promised that they would do their utmost to punish those who 
had acted at Santiago without orders from, and in defiance of, the Spanish Government. 

I have to instruct you to state to Seiior Castelar that Her Majesty's Grovemment 
have carefully considered his proposals as stated above, and you will express to his 
Excellency the regret which they feel in finding themselves unable to adopt any of the 
courses proposed by him. 

Her Majesty's Government feel that they cannot recommend arbitration in the 
present case, it being one in which it appears to them that ample satisfaction is due, and 
the rendering such satisfaction the only course consistent with justice and self-respect on 
the part of the Spanish nation. 

They consider, moreover, that they are disqualified from acting as arbitrators, 
inasmuch as they are themselves parties to the claim which would have to be arbitrated 
upon. 

With regard to the suggestion that they should unite their claim with that of the 
United States, you will state that Her Majesty's Grovernment have no reason to suppose 
that the United States would wish to take joint action with any Power in the matter. 

You will add that Her Majesty's Government entertain the confident expectation 
that the assurances given to you by Senor Castelar will be honourably fulfilled, and that 
ample reparation will be made to Great Britain for the wrongful acts of the Spanish 
authorities at Santiago. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 



No. 12. 

Earl Crranville to Mr. Layard.^ 

Sir, Foreign Ofice^ November 20, 1873. 

THE Spanish Secretary, M. d'Argaiz, called at the Foreign Office this afternoon, 
and I lold him that Sir E. Thornton had urged the United States' Government to give a 
little time to the Spanish Government in the matter of the " Virginius.*' Mr. Fish had 
informed him that he had made the concession to a limited extent, but had spoken in the 
strongest manner of the urgency of the affair being settled before the meeting of Congress, 
which takes place on the 4th proximo. For this purpose it would be necessary that the 

* Substance sent to Mr. Layard and Sir £. Thornton by telegraph. 



Spanish Government should give a positive guarantee in time for the President's Message 
and before the end of next vteek, that the demands of the United States will be complied 
with. 

Without this, Mr, Fish feared the worst. 

I said that I hoped Senor Rubio would advise his Government on the great 
importance of settling the affair at once, as time is of the greatest importance. 
I have to instruct you to speak in the same sense to Senor Castelar. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 

No. 13. 
Sir E. Thornton to Earl Granville. — {Received November 23.) 

(Extract,) WaMngton^ November \0, 1873. 

NEWS reached Washington, on the evening of the 5th instant, that the Spanish 
steamer of war "Tornado'* had captured, on the 1st or 2nd instant, the steamer 
" Virginius'' carrying the American flag, and having on board about 160 passengers, 
chiefly Cubans, who intended to effect a landing in Cuba and join the insurgents, besides 
a quantity of munitions of war. 

The " Virginius " was taken by the "Tornado" to Santiago de Cuba, and news 
reached Washington on the 7th instant by telegraph that four of her passengers were 
tried by Court Martial on the evening of the 3rd instant, and were shot on the morning 
of the 4th instant. Of these, three were Cuban leaders of the insurrection, and the fourth 
was General Ryan, who had previously made himself notorious at New York with 
reference to the Cuban insurrection. 

On the 6th instant I received a telegram, and, on the following* da\ , ;i letter from 
Senor Quesada and Senor Castillo styling themselves " Agents of the Republic of Cuba 
at New York," in which they urged me to take steps to prevent severe measures being 
carried out by the Spanish authorities with regard to the prisoners. I have the honour 
to inclose copy of their letter as well as of my answer, in which I pointed out that the 
matter was out of my province, but that I did not doubt that Her Majesty's authorities 
in Cuba and Jamaica would do what was proper. 

It was just after I had dispatched my answer that I heard of the execution of the 
four prisoners above mentioned. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 13. 

Messrs. Quesada and Castillo to Sir E. Thornton. 

Agenda Confidencial de la Republica de Cuba, 
Sir, New York, November 6, 1873. 

WE beg to confirm our telegram of this morning addressed to you as follows : — • 

" The TJnderaigned, Agents of the Republic of Cuba, beg you to take what steps 
you may think proper to protect the lives and the rights of the passengers of the steamer 
^'Virginius,' captured in British watei's at Jamaica. If not done promptly 200 men will 
perish at the hands of the Spaniards at Santiago de Cuba, where they are held as 
prisoners. We have telegraphed to his Excellency Mr. Gladstone to give instructions 
to the Consul at Havana on this matter." 

We have strong reasons to believe that the capture of this vessel has been made by 
the Spanish gunboat in British waters, and that, unless the full weight of the influence 
of your Government is brought to bear in this case, the lives of the 200 men will be 
sacrificed in accordance with the Spanish system of warfare in the Island of Cuba. 

We have cabled to the Right Honourable Mr. Gladstone at London on the same 
subject, and hope that he will be pleased to give to this matter his immediate attention ; 
but for fear that some delay might occur on his part, we take the liberty to trouble you, 
in the name of justice and humanity, to ask you the favour of taking what steps may be 
proper, either to hasten the action of the Home Government on the matter, or to advise 
the Consul at Havana what is proper for liim to do under the circumstances. 

We remain, &c. 
(Signed) M. QUESADA. 

CARLOS DEL CASTILLO. 



6 
Inclorare 2 in No. 13. 

Sir E. Thornton to Messrs. (^aesada and Castillo. 

Gentlemen^ Washington, November 7, 1873. 

I HAVE the hononr to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram and letter of 
yesterday's date, relative to the capture of the steamer ** Virgmins." 

In reply I have to state that, with reference to anything which may take place in 
the Island of Cnba or in the waters of Jamaica, there are the British Consul- General at 
the Havana, and British C!onsuls in different parts of the island, and British authorities 
in Jamaica, to whom the supervision of such matters belong. These authorities are lii 
no way under my control, nor am I entitled to give them advice, but I can have no 
doubt that they will zealously and faithfully fulfil their duty. 

I have &LiC 
(Signed) ' EDWD. THORNTON. 



No. 14. 

Mr. Layard to Earl Granville. — {Received November 26.) 

(Extract.) Madrid, November 18, 1873. 

I RECEIVED in the middle of the same night your Lordship's telegram of the 
16th instant, communicating to me the telegram of Her Majesty's Consul at the Havana 
relative to the execution of sixteen British subjects of the crew of the " Virginius," and 
to the danger to which seven others were exposed, and informing me that Her Majesty's 
Government would hold responsible the Spanish Government and all persons concerned 
for any further executions, reserving for the present the question of the executions which 
had already taken place. I sent the first thing next morning to Sefior Castelar to request 
him to receive me without delay. As he had been compelled by indisposition to keep 
his room since the previous day, he was unable to see me before 2 o'clock. 

I stated to him the substance of you Lordship's telegram, and, in order to avoid any 
mistake as to the terms of my communication, I placed in his hands a Memorandum, 
copy of which I inclose. Senor Castelar expressed grief and surprise at my statement. 
He declared that he learnt for the first time that these British subjects had been shot. 
Already, he said, the execution of American citizens had given rise to the most serious 
difficulties with the United States. He had looked to the friendly aid of England to 
help him over those difficulties, and now he was about to be involved in trouble with her. 
He was going to call upon me in order to ask me to request Her Majesty's Government 
to use its friendly offices to prevent a rupture between Spain and the United States. 

Sefior Castelar went on to say that, although the " Virginius " had been captured 
on the 30th ultimo, and the last executions of which he had heard had taken place so 
late as the 8th instant, he had received no information whatever of the proceedings of the 
authorities of Santiago until it was too late to interfere with them. That as soon as he 
had learnt that persons had been shot, he had telegraphed to the Captain-General to 
suspend all executions ; that although he had sent no less than six telegrams to Cuba, 
demanding in the most peremptory manner reports upon what had taken place, lie had 
not, as yet, received any. He said that he was ready to give the most ample satisfaction 
to Her Majesty's Government as soon as he could verify what I had stated to him. 

I told Seiior Castelar that the very first thing to be done, and that without a 
moment's delay, was to telegraph to the Captain-General to save the lives of the remaining 
British subjects. He wrote at once, in my presence, a telegram to General Jovellar, 
which appeared to me entirely satisfactory. He made the Captain-Genoval personally 
responsible for the lives of the remaining Britisli subjects. He appealed to his patriotism, 
and to that of the other Spanish authorities in Cuba, to save Spain from the misfortune 
of a quarrel with an old and friendly ally, and expressed the intention of the Govern- 
ment to visit with the severest punishment those who disobeyed its orders. 

Late in the evening Senor Castelar called upon me, and earnestly requested me to ask 
your Lordship by telegraph on his behalf whether, in order to enable him to give fall 
satisfaction to the United States, Her Majesty's Government would consent to imite its 
claim for reparation for the execution of the prisoners at Santiago with that of the 
United States. In the event of Her Majesty's Government being unwilling to take this 
course, would it suggest arbitration to the United States, or, if arbitration were accepted, 
would it consent to act as arbitrator ? Senor Castelar begged me further to say that he 



ventured to appeal to the Bvmpathy always shown by Eng;land for Spain^ and to the well- 
known desire of Her Majesty's Government to prevent the calamities of war. 

I told Sefior Castelar that I would, of course, submit his questions to your Lordship, 
but tliat 1 had little hope that Her Majesty's Government would pursue either of the 
courses which he had suggested. 



IncloBure in No. 14. 



Memorandum. 



HER Majesty's Government is informed that sixteen British subjects, who formed 
part of the crew of the ** Virginius," a vessel chased and captured on the high seas by a 
Spanish cruizer, have been shot. It appears that seven more British subjects, taken ia 
the same vessel, six of whom are under age, are in the hands of the Spanish authorities 
at Santiago de Cuba. 

I am directed by Her Majesty's Government to inform the Spanish Government and 
all persons who may be concerned, that they will be held responsible, should any of those 
seven British subjects, or any other British subjects captured under the same circum- 
stances in the ** Virginius " be executed. At the same time I am instructed to state to 
the Spanish Government that Her Majesty's Government reserves for the present the 
question of such executions of British subjects as have already taken place. 

A. H. L. 

November 16, 1873. 
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No. 15. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Layard. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ November 26, 1873. 

I HAVE to instruct you to let the Spanish Government understand that, although 
Her Majesty's Government have not yet submitted any formal demands as to the 
reparation aue to Great Britain in the case of the " Virginius ''; they are of opinion that 
the best and simplest mode of settling the matter will be for the Spanish Government at 
once to tender to that of Her Majesty the release of the surviving British subjects, 
and compensation to the families of those who have been executed. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 



No. 16. 

Mr. Herbert to Lord Tenter den. — (Received November 29.) 

Sir, Downing Street^ November 29, 1873. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Kimberley to transmit to you, for the consideration of 
Earl Granville, the accompanying copy of a despatch from the Governor of Jamaica 
relative to the ** Virginius,'^ and I am to state that Lord Kimberley proposes, if Earl 
Granville concurs, to approve of Sir John Grant's proceedings with respect to this 
vesseL 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT, 



laclosure 1 in No. 16. 

Governor Sir J. P. Grant to the Earl of Kimberley* 

My Lord, King's House, November 8, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that, on the 6th instant, a telegram 
was received from Mr. Mason, the Acting Vice-Ck)nsul at St. Jago de Cuba, to the effect 
*^that the crew of the * Virginius* were to be shot to-morrow" (the 7th), and asking me 
whether, as Consul, he should do anything in behalf of the British subjects on board- 
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The telegram stated that the vessel was captured on the high seas under American 
colours, but the Spanish Governor declared her to be a pirate, and refused to liberate on 
application of the United States' ConsuL 

This message was obligingly conveyed through the medium of the Superintendent 
at Kingston of the West Indian and Panama Telegraph Company, in order to avoid the 
delay which would have attended the sending of an official telegram, all such telegrams 
being subject to a censorship by the Spanish authorities. The letter of Mr. Gutteres, 
the Superintendent, communicating the message, will be found amongst the papers 
herewidi transmitted. 

To this telegram the following reply was almost immediately sent: — " If innocent 
British subjects were on board ^ Virginius,' Governor suggests that you should use all 
proper influence to protect them." 

A few hours subsequently I forwarded the following: — "Governor of Jamaica does 
not beheve, unless judicial condemnation has taken place, that ^ Virginius' is a pirate. 
If not a pirate, the shooting of any British subject for being on board cannot be lawful. 

* Virginius' cleared for Limon Bay. British subjects may have been shipped here as 
crew or passengers, and as * Virginius' was not armed and had no warlike munitions on 
board on leaving Jamaica, they may have been ignorant that the vessel was not 
peacefully bomid for Limon Bay, for whicli port she cleared. Governor suggests a 
strong demand for suspension of execution, at least pending a formal trial, in the case of 
all who claim to be British subjects." 

I requested tlie Superintendent of the Telegraph Company to send this message 
through the telegraph officers, in the same manner as Mr. Mason's message had been 
received, and when he was certain that it had reached its destination, to repeat it as an 
official message, so that the Spanish authorities might have cognizance of it, and should 
they choose to suppress or delay it, might be called to account for such act hereafter, 
should Her Majesty's Government eventually find themselves called upon to interfere. 

I caused a copy of these messages to be forwarded to the United States' Consul at 
Kingston, and I also communicated a copy to Commodore de Horsey. 

At 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon, I received the following message from 
Mr. Mason :- — '' Three, afternoon. Governor refuses to delay execution, which is to take 
place in one hour. * Niobe' not arrived." 

Commodore de Horsey telegraphed . to the Acting Vice-Oonsul at 6 p.m. on the 
6th, to protest against the execution of any British subject captured in the " Virginius," 
and at 10 p.m. he dispatched Her Majesty's ship "Niobe" to St. Jago de Cuba, with 
instructions to her Captain to do whatever could be done to urge the rights of the men 
as British subjects, and in the telegram that the Commodore sent at 5 p.m., he mentioned 
that the *' Niobe" would be sent to St. Jago de Cuba. 

The following messages were sent by the Acting Vice-Consul to Commodore de 
Horsey during yesterday in the order following : — 

1. " Have seen Gx)vemor and Naval authority, who say they act under superior 
orders, and cannot delay sentence of court-martial whatever it may be." 

2. ** Marine authority informs me that sixteen of ^ Virginius' crew claiming to be 
British subjects will be shot this afternoon. Have protested, requesting delay as ordered. 
Would recommend that, should you wish to communicate further to Governor, you should 
do so direct to save time." 

3. Mr. Mason to Mr. Gutteres : " Tell Commodore, Consul says hears thirty-five of 
crew sentenced to be shot this evening or to-morrow morning. Attitude of authorities 
very stiff, will brook no interference. Fear ^ Niobe ' will not be able to obtain anything. 
No doubt British subjects there." 

This day Mr. Gutteres, the Superintendent, has communicated to me the following • — 
"I have received information that thirty-eight of the crew, including Captain of 

* Virginius,' have been shot, and that all the rest on board, except eleven Cubans and 
three boys, are condemned to death. * Niobe" not yet arrived." 

There is at present no formal proof that there were any British subjects on board 
the ^* Virginius," but the consignee, at Kingston, of the vessel, who, in his letter of the 
6th instant, represents that he procured seamen for her, states that several of them were 
British subjects ; and the American Consul states, in liis letter of the 7th November, 
that one John Patmore, a native of Jamaica, shipped on board the " Virginius," after the 
signing of the articles and the clearing of the steamer, from his office. 

As, however, the " Virginius" shipped at Kingston some thirty-seven of the men 
who formed her crew, the strong probability is that there were many British subjects 
amongst them. This point will, no doubt, be cleared up in time, and more certain infor- 
mation will probably be forthcoming on the return of the " Niobe.'* 



The previous history of the vessel, as shortly as it can be stated, is this :: — 

The steamer "Virginius," under United States' colours, arrived in Kingston harbour 
said to be last from Colon, on the 9th July, 1873. Her arrival was reported to me by 
Commodore de Horsey, who, at the same time, mentioned that she was said to be engaged 
in the service of the insurrectionary force in Cuba, and to have on board sixty cases of 
cartridges and a few hundred kegs of powder. In consequence of this report, special 
instructions were issued to the Customs and Police authorities to watch and report the 
movements of the vessel. 

The " Virginius" discharged the powder she had on board, as is usual in the case 
of vessels liaving powder on board, at the Government magazine, Fort Augusta, and 
came up the harbour the same evening and anchored off Kingston. 

The following morning a Spanish man-of-war, the '* Charracia," which it is said 
followed her from Colon, arrived, and anchored in Kingston harbour in close proximity 
to the "Virginius." 

On the " Virginius" being rummaged by the Customs officers on the morning of the 
10th July, the following munitions of war were found on board, and as at the time the 
importation of such articles except from the United Kingdom was still absolutely 
prohibited by a local law which was then still in force (though since repealed in 
conformity with the repeal of the corresponding Imperial Statute), these munitions were 
seized as forfeited to the Crown : — 37 bags of ball cartridge, 144 sword bayonets, 1 2 
angular bayonets, 7^ kegs small shot. 

All these articles, together with the gunpowder, 52 small kegs and 76 jars, are still 
in possession of the Customs authorities; application for their reshipment upon the 
sailing of the "Virginius" having been refused. 

The Spanish man-of-war left Kingston harbour on or about the 1 6th of July, and 
the " Virginius" remained quietly in the harbour until the 23rd of October, when she 
sailed, having cleared for Limon Bay in Costa Rica, having a crew of forty-six men, and 
carrying some 108 passengers, ostensibly for that place. These passengers were, 1 
understand, mostly Cubans, and subsequent events would tend to show that their object 
was to join the insurrectionary forces in Cuba; for it is said that instead of the 
'* Virginius" proceeding from Kingston to Limon Bay, she went over to the coast of 
Cuba, and after having been chased by a Spanish man-of-war, put into Port-au-Prince 
in Hayti, where I am told she shipped arms and ammunition. From thence she 
proceeded again to the coast of Cuba, when she was again chased, fired into, and 
partially disabled by a Spanish man-of-war, and eventually captured on the high seas 
after an eight hours' chase. These latter particulars, however, are only gathered from 
the information that has been conveyed by private telegrams to private persons in 
Kingston. 

I think that it may be stated with confidence that, when the ^* Virginius" left 
Kingston, she had no arms or munitions of war on board. After the arms, &c., before 
mentioned, were taken out of her, she was again most thoroughly rummaged by the 
Customs officers, but nothing material was found, and so careful a watch was kept on 
the vessel that she could not have embarked arms here without its being known. 
Moreover, after the vessel had obtained her clearance, she was again thoroughly 
rummaged, and the passengers' baggage was searched. The only articles found were 
six revolvers and six swords belonging to individual passengers, who were allowed to 
retain their solitary defensive weapons. In no respect was there any breach of the 
Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870, during the stay of the "Virginius" in these waters ; nor, 
although the Spanish Vice- Consul has been more than once assured that any evidence 
adduced by him would be immediately considered and inquired into, has anything 
been adduced tending to show that the vessel was in the service of the Cuban insurgent 
party. That she had been engaged in running arms and landing men in Cuba, was 
notorious. 

1 forward to your Lordship, with this despatch, a copy of all correspondence 
concerning the "Virginius" while she was at Kingston, in order that your Lordship may 
be in full possession of every circumstance connected with the vessel, and with what 
appears to be a sanguinary act carried out with uncalled-for haste. For after the 
capture neither the Cuban prisoners nor the foreign crew of the vessel which conveyed 
them, could do harm to the Spanish Government ; and, therefore, I can see no pretence 
for execution so speedy as to make discrimination impossible. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. P. GRANT. 



[90] 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 16. 
Commodore de Horsey to Sir J. P. Grant. 

Sir, ** Aboukir,'* at Jamaica, July 9, 1 873. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency that a steamer under United 
States' colours, called the '* Virginius,'* has arrived, said to be from Colon and Savannah- 
la-Mar, and to contain sixty cases of cartridges and a few hundred kegs of powder. 

By common report this steamer (like the ** Edgar Stuart '") is said to be engaged in 
the service of the insurrectionary force in Cuba. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. F. R. DE HORSEY. 



Inclosure 3 in No, 16. 
Sir J. P. Chrant to Commodore de Horsey. 



Sir, King*s House, July 12, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 9th 
instant, and to thank you for the information therein afforded in regard to the steamer 



" Virginius.'* 



1 have caused instructions to be issued to the Customs and police authorities to watch 
and report on this vessel. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. P. GRANT. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 16. 

Mr. Young to Mr. French and Major Prenderville. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary's Office^ Jamaica^ July 12, 1873. 

I AM desired by the Governor to inform you that it has been reported to his 
Excellency that a steamer under the United States' colours, called the '* Virginius,*' has 
arrived here, said to be from Cglon and Savannah-la-Mar, and to contain sixty cases of 
cartridges and a few hundred kegs of powder. It is also reported that this vessel is 
engaged in the service of the insurrectionary force in Cuba. 

I have to request that you will cause this vessel to be watched and reported on. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG. 



Inclosure 5 in No; 16. 

Major Prenderville to Mr. Young. 

Sir, Head'QuarterSy Constabulary Office^ July 12, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the inform^ttion of his Excellency the Governor, 
copy of a letter just received from Inspector Foley, reporting the arrival in the port of 
Kingston of the American steamer " Virginius " with a supply of ammunition and a 
number of Cubans who are supposed to be concerned in the insurrection in Cuba. 

I have S^c. 
(Signed) ' 3. H. PRENDERVILLE. 



Inclosure 6 in No. 16. 

Inspector Foley to Major Prenderville. 

Sir, Detective Office, July 10, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your information, that the American Cuban 
filibustering steamer *' Virginius," carrying the United States' flag, arrived in this port 
last evening, after disembarking her ammunition at Fort Augusta. She has been 
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followed into port this morning by a Spanish raan-of-war, apparently in pursuit. Several 
Cubans disembarked from the « Virginius," and, after fraternizing with their compatriots, 
returned on board. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. FOLEY. 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 16. 

Major Prenderville to Mr. Young. 

Sir, Head-Quarters, Constabulary Office, July 14, 1873. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 12th instant, and to my communication of 
the same date, I have the honour to inclose copy of a correspondence, by which it will 
be seen by his Excellency the Governor that the " Virginius *^ is being carefully watched 
by the police. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. PRENDERVILLE. 



Inclosure 8 in No. 16. 

Inspector Foley to Major Prenderville. 

Sir, Detective Office, July 12, 1873. 

MR. PEARNE, United States' Consul-General, accompanied by the Cuban General 
Qnesada and Mr. Govin, has just called upon me (10 p.m.) to claim protection of the 
British Government for the ship '' Virginius," now at anchor in this port, as reported by 
me on the 10th instant, which is now menaced by the Spanish ship of war "Bazan." 
General Quesada states that the ** Virginius '* is now surrounded by armed boats from 
the '* Bazan," which is anchored alongside, with guns pointed on the " Virginius," and 
that he he has heard the officers of the former threaten to sink the latter, and believes it 
is their intention to do so, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. FOLEY. 

P,S.— The "Virginius" is stationed opposite Mr. Matcham's foundry, Kingston. 



Inclosure 9 in No. 16. 

Major Prenderville to Inspector Foley. 

Sir, Head-Qaarters, Constabulary Ojffice, July 13, 1873. 

I AM just (1 A.M.) in receipt of your letter dated the 12th instant (10 p.m.), and, in 
in reply, have to direct you to act as follows : — Should you find that the Spaniards have 
in gross violation of international law, put their threat into execution and actually fired 
into or seized the ** Virginius " to-night while lying at anchor in Kingston harbour, you 
will at once hire the fastest and best manned boat procurable for money in Kingston, and 
proceed to Port Royal and acquaint Commodore de Horsey, the Naval Commander-in- 
chief of this station, thereof, sending at the same time intimation of the outrage committed 
and your action in the matter (by my direction) to the Honourable the Colonial Secre- 
tary for the information of his Excellency the Governor ; but should it turn out (which 
I expect will be the case) that the action of the Spaniards has been only an idle display 
of physical force, indicative of their desire to do what their better judgment and discre- 
tion forbid, you will, in such latter case, put yourself, as early as practicable in commu- 
nication with the Customs authorities, reporting yoUr interview with the parties 
mentioned in your letter under acknowledgment, and the precise nature of their state- 
ments to you* 

I have &c 

(Signed) 'j. H. PRENDERVILLE. 



i* 



C2 



12 

Inclosure 10 in No. 16. 
Inspector Foley to Major Prenderville. 

Sir, Detective Office, July 13, 1873. 

REFERRING to my special despatch of last night, I have the honour to inform you 
that no fresh demonstration has been made by the Spanish war-steamer " Bazan." She, 
however, retains the same watchful attitude towards the " Virginius/' 

Although the reported threats of the Spanish oflBcers have, up to the present time, 
proved to be apparently idle, there can be no doubt that General Quesada, Signor Govin, 
and Mr. Peame were seriously alarmed, and believed that the Spaniards would carry out 
their threats. The United States' Consul, Mr. Pearne, suggested that a constabulary 
guard should be sent on board the " Virginius ;" and on my informing him that neither 
I nor any other constabulary officer could take such a step without direct ordt^rs from his 
Excellency or yourself, or the warrant of a magistrate, or the occurrence of some overt 
act of violence, he (Mr. Pearne) expressed his fears that the ^^ Virginius '' might, in the 
meantime, be sunk. 

Immediately after the receipt of this information, I sent for Inspector Field, and, 
after consultation, a letter containing Mr. Pearne's statements was written to the Commo- 
dore (copy appended), and forwarded to him by express messenger. 

Inspector Field, myself, and the two sub-inspectors remained on the alert all night. 
A careful watch was also set on the movements of the hostile vessels. 

Shortly after 5 o'clock a.m. this day your letter w^as received, and, in accordance 
with the directions therein contained, we immediately called upon Messrs. Goldie and 
Fowles of the Customs, and informed them of the whole circumstances. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. FOLEY. 



Inclosure 11 in No. 16. 
Inspector Foley to Commodore de Horsey. 

Sir, Constabulary Office, Kingston, July 12, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the United States* Consul, Mr. Pearne, 
accompanied by the Cuban General Quesada and Signor Govin, has just called upon me 
to claim the protection of Her Majesty's Government for the steamship " Virginius,'^ the 
well-known filibustering vessel supposed to belong to the Cubans but now flying the flaa: 
of the United States. Mr, Pearne states that the Spanish ship of war '' Bazan" has 
anchored alongside the " Virginius," with guns pointed towards her and armed boats 
stationed around. General Quesada also states that he has iieard the Spanish officers 
threatened to sink the " Virginius," and believes them to be capable of carrying out their 
threats. 

I have forwarded a Report to the above effect to the Inspector General of Police by 
mounted express, and under these special circumstances deem it my duty to acquaint you 
of these facts pending further instructions. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J, FOLEY. 



Inclosure 12 in No. 16. 
Mr. Gillard to Mr. French. 



Sir, Customs, Kingston, July 14, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit a Report from the Assistant Surveyor, stating that 
he has seized certain munitions of war from the steamer '* Virginius" at Colon. 

In addition to the munitions of war detained by Mr. Fovi^les and the rummaging 
officer, I have directed the detention of fifly-two small kegs and seventy-five jars of 
powder which was landed at Fort Augusta prior to the vessel coming up the harbour. 

The "Virginius" is a suspicious rakish-looking craft, and it is supposed that she is 
engaged in running cargoes of arms on behalf of the Cuban insurrectionists. 

She was watched closely by a Spanish man-of-war whilst in the harbour of Colon or 
Aspinwall, and the Spanish man-of-war has followed her hither. 
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I regret that this matter has not been reported on earlier, but T was sick on Friday 
and Saturday. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) RICHARD GILLARD, Collector. 



Inclosure 13 in No. 16. 
Mr. Gillard to Mr. French. 



Sir, Cfustoms, Kingston^ July 14, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your minute, of this date, on the 
Colonial Secretary's letter of the 12th instant, directing me to report "all particulars 
which have come to my knowledge in regard to the ^ Virginius.'" 

In reply, 1 beg to crave a reference to my Reports of this date, and to acquaint you 
that this vessel is watched by the Customs officers. * 

As no Spanish man-of-war would dare to fire an angry shot in these waters, I have 
not deemed it necessary to place more than the ordinary guard upon her, although 
believe that a large force of Constabulary watched her last night. 

I am, &ic. 
(Signed) RICHARD GILLARD, Collector. 



Inclosure 14 in No. 16. 

Mr. Fowles to Mr. Goldie. 

Sir, Customs, Kingston, July 10, 1R73. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, on rummaging the steam-ship " Virginius " this 
morning with Mr. Gillard, junior rummaging officer, I found the following munitions of 
war on board : — 

37 bags of ball cartridge, 144 sword bayonets, 12 angular bayonets, and 7 J kegs of 
small shot. The bayonets and shot have been placed in the Queen's Warehouse^, and the 
ball cartridge has been taken charge of by the gunner at Fort Augusta. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J AS. A. FOWLES, Assistant Surveyor. 



Inclosure 15 in No. 16. 

Mr. Goldie to Mr. Gillard. 

Sir, Customs, Kingston^ July 10, 1873. 

I BEG to submit the annexed Report from the Assistant Surveyor. The goods in 
question are absolutely prohibited to be imported under the Imperial Statute, and 
having been found on board the " Virginius" witliin the limit of this port, are forfeited to 
the Crown under Island Act 1 7 Vic, cap. 2., sec. 37. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES GOLDIE, Chief Surveyor. 



Mr. Gillarcts Minute thereon. 



As this seizure has been made prior to the master reporting his cargo, I should like 
to be hiforraed whether there was any attempt at concealing the nature of the cargo. 

(Signed) RICHARD GILLARD, Collector. 

July 10, 1873. 
To Assistant Surveyor and the 

Tide Surveyor on duty. 
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Inclosure 16 in No. 16. 

Messrs, Fowles and Oillard, Jun., to Mr. Goldie. 

Sir, July 10, 1873. 

THE captain gave every assistance in rummaging the vessel, and upon the arms, 
&c., being found, stated that he took charge of the vessel hurriedly, and was not aware 
of what was on board, with the exception of the gunpowder which was landed at Fort 

Augusta. 

(Signed) JAS. A. FOWLES, Assistant Surveyor. 

RICHARD GILLARD, Acting Waiter and Surveyor. 



Mr. Goldie's Minute thereon submitted. 

(Signed) CHARLES GOLDIE, Chief Surveyor. 

July 10, 1873. 



Minute by the Collector-^Oeneral. 

The accompanying are copies of two Reports received from the Collector of Customs 
in regard to the detention of certain munitions of war which were found on board the 
steam-ship " Virginius,'' a vessel notably employed in running cargoes of arms and 
munitions of war in the service of the Cuban insurrectionists. 

The Customs officers have been instructed to watcli closely the movements of this 
vessel, and, in the meantime, 1 have to ask the Governor's approval of the steps taken 
by them. 

(Signed) D. P. FRENCH. 

July 14, 1873, 



Inclosure 17 in No. 16. 

M. Altamont de Cordova to Mr. Young. 

Sir, Kingston^ Jamaica, July 11, 1873. 

SOME articles having been removed by the Customs authorities from on board the 
steamer " Virginius," I beg to learn whether it is the intention of the Government to 
restore the property before she leaves the port. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ALT. DE CORDOVA. 



Refer to Collector-General. 

W. Y, 

July 12, 1873. 



Inclosure 18 in No. 16. 

Mr. Gillard to Mr. French. 

Sir, Customs, Kingston, July 14, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to request a reference to my Report of this date, reporting 
the detention of the crewg and ammunition brought hither by the " Virglnius.*' 
The master of the steamer reported them for exportation. 

Adverting to the suspicions attached to this craft, and to the fact that these waters 
arc supposed to be under the entrep6t of movements against a friendly Power, I cannot 
recommend that the goods be given up. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) RICHARD GILLARD, Collector. 
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Submitted. — There is little reason to doubt, that the cargo of the " Virginius/* if 
given up, will be surreptitiously conveyed to and landed on the Cuban coast. 

D. P F 

July 14, 1873, 



Inclosure 19 in No. 16. 

Mr. Young to Mr. French. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary's Office^ July 18, 1873. 

WITH reference to your Memorandum, dated tlie 14th instant, I am desired by 
the Governor to request that you will be so good as to state on what grounds it is held 
that the " Virginius" is a vessel in the service of the Cuban insurrectionists, and wliat 
precise connection with them is meant to be implied in the statement that she is in their 
service. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) W. A. G. YOUNG. 



Inclosure 20 in No. 16. 

Mr. Young to the Attomey-^QeneraL 

Sir, Colonial Secretary's Office, July 18, 1873. 

I AM desired by the Governor to transmit to you the inclosed letter from 
M. Altamont de Cordova, asking the Government to restore certain arms and ammuni- 
tion seized on board the steamer ** Virginins," together with a Memorandum of the 
Collector-General, forwarding reports from the Collector of Customs, relative to the 
detention of the articles ; and I am to request that you will be so good as advise what 
answer should be made to M.. de Cordova. 

(Signed) ' W. A. G. YOUNG. 



inclosure 2i in No. 16. 

The Attorney- General to Mr. Young. 

Sir, Bermuda Mounts Gordon Town, July 19, 1873. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, with inclosures, dated 18th of 
July, 1 873, respecting certain arms and ammunition sei&ed on board the " Virginius," 
and requesting me to advise what answer should be made to M. de Cordova. 

In answer, I beg to advise that M. de Cordova should be informed that the arms 
and ammunition in question being brought here not from the United Kingdom or any 
British possession, have been seized as liable to forfeiture under the Customs laws. He 
should be informed also that the arms and ammunition cannot, in consequence of the 
existing Proclamation under 25 Yict., cap. 23, be exported from Jamaica, except under 
the special permission of the Governor. 

I beg to suggest further, that the arms and ammunition should be given up on the 
same terms as those offered (which have, 1 believe, been accepted), in the case of the 
'* Village Bride," and that M. de Cordova should be informed that the arms and 
ammunition will be so given up. 

The legal question respecting the arms and ammunition on board the " Virginius" 
appears to be the same as that respecting the arms on the *' Village Bride ;*' and it would 
seem desirable that the same coarse should be pursued with respect to the ^^ Vii^inius,'* 
as was pursued with respect to the '* Village Bride." 

1 assume that the ^^ seven and a-^half kegs of small shot" are ammunition or utensils 
of war of some sort, otherwise they would not of course be liable to forfeiture. 

It might possibly be best that the answer to M. de Cordova should be sent by the 
Crown Solicitor, or the Collector-General, as was, I think, done in the case of the 
^Vaiage Bride." 

If the answer to M. de Cordova is sent by the Crown Solicitor, or by the Collector- 
General, the kst portion of the suggested answer would of course take the form of au 
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intimation that if M. de Cordova desired it, the matter would be brought to the notice of 
the Governor, so that his Excellency might have an opportunity of considering whether 
he would allow the export of the arms on the terms granted in the case of the ** Village 
Bride/' 

I am^ &c. 
(Signed) E. A. C. SCHALCH. 



Refer this letter to the Crown Solicitor, with the request that he will carry out the 
recommendation of the Attorney-General. 

W, Y. 
July 21, 1873. 

J. P. G. 
July 22, 1873. 



The Attorney-General's recommendation has been carried out, and a long corre* 
spondence has taken place with M. de Cordova. 
Papers returned. 

S. C B* 
October 10, 1873. 



Inclosure 22 in No. 16. 
Mr. French to Mr. Young. 

Sir, Collector 'OeneraV 8 Office, July 25, 1873. 

I HAD the honour to receive your letter of the 18th instant. 

I referred the question embraced therein to the Collector of Customs, from whom I 
have received the accompanying reply :— 

The grounds on which it is held that the " Virginius" is a vessel in the service of the 
Cuban insurrectionists, is the generally-accepted belief that she has for the last year or 
so been employed in running the blockade on the coast of Cuba, and there landing arms 
and munitions of war. 

I do not suppose, however, that there is forthcoming such bond fide proof of the 
fact as would justify any overt proceedings against the vessel ; but there certainly are 
strong grounds to justify a close watch being kept over her movements in these 
waters. 

I take leave to inclose herevnth a printed paragraph in the *' Gleaner" newspaper, 
which I have every reason to believe is substantially true, of the late performances of 
the *' Virginius.'' 

The consignee of the vessel is M. Altamont de Cordova ; and every one in the 
community knows that he is materially interested in the " Gleaner.** 

I have it also on very ' good authority that the crew speak freely of the fact of 
arms having been landed from the '* Virginus" on the coast of Cuba on the 6th of the 
present month. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' D* P. FRENCH. 



Inclosure 23 in No. 16. 
Mr. Gillard to Mr. French. 



Sir, Customs, Kingston^ July 21, 1873. 

WITH reference to the Honourable the Colonial Secretary's letter dated the 18th 
instant, requesting to be informed " on what grounds it is held that the * Virginius ' is a 
vessel in the service of the Cuban insurrectionists, and what precise connection with 
them is meant to be implied in the statement that she is in their service ;" I have the 
honour to report that, in stating, in my Report of the 1 4th instant, that the " Virginius '* 
is supposed to be engaged in running cargoes of arms on behalf of the Cuban insur- 
rectionists, I used terms similar to those used in the Colonial Secretary's letter of 
the 12th, and which are justiBed by the fact that a Spanish man-of-war has been for 
some time past closely watching the vessel, and that it is currently reported and believed 
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she has already succeeded in ninning a large cargo of munitions of war on the coast of 
Cuba, to be used against Spanish troops. 

In the absence of proper declarations to facts of this nature, I do not think I should 
be justified in detaining the vessel under the Foreign Enlistment Act ; but if the Govern- 
ment detain and confiscate the arms and ammunition which have been seized, the 
Spanish Government can have no cause of complaint for either a want of vigUance or 
friendliness. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) RICHD. GILLARD, Collector. 



Inclosure 24 in No. 16. 

Mr. French to Mr. Young. 

Sir, Collector-GeneraPs Office, July 29, 1873- 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of the Governor, the 
accompanying copy of a despatch from the Vice-Consul of Spain, which was addressed 
to me on the 25th instant. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) D. P. FRENCH, Collector^General 



Inclosure 25 in No. 16. 

Af. Pieterz to Mr. French. 

Vicc'Cdnsulate of Spain, Jamaica, 
Sir, Kingston, July 25, 1873. 

AS you have under your custody the arms and ammunition landed from the 
schooner " Village Bride " in April last, and understanding that there is some intention 
on the part of the Government to deliver up those arms, &c., to the body who imported 
them here, that they may be removed from the island, I consider it my duty to call 
your attention to trie fact that the original destination of the armaments, though 
cleared at Porto Plata for Kingston, Jamaica, was the Island of Cuba, to assist the 
insurgents now in arms against the constituted authorities of that island ; and to allow 
the armaments to be shipped from here would constitute this island a point d^appui 
or the insurgents of Cuba to hostilize without hindrance, if not with every facility, 
a Spanish Possession. 

I understand also that the steamer "Virginius," which arrived here on the 9th 
instant, landed a quantity of powder at the fort in Port Royal, and she is now in this 
port undergoing repairs. This vessel, sailing under the American flag, has been for the 
last three years notoriously known to be at the service of the insurgents of Cuba, and 
has committed many acts of hostility against the Spanish Government ; and according 
to the verbal declarations made to me by several of her crew, and subsequently con- 
firmed by the daily papers of the city, she landed on the 6th instant on the coast of 
Cuba, men, arms, and ammunition, and then made for this island, wliere those engaged 
in these lawless acts feel quite secure in the protection given to them by the municipal 
laws of this country. 

I cannot, as Vice-Consul for Spain in this island, call upon the Colonial Govern- 
ment to take cognizance of illegal acts committed beyond its jurisdiction, but surely it 
is my duty to call the attention of the authorities to the encouragement that would be 
given to a vessel like the *' Virginius," whose lawless and piratical character is so well 
known, by allowing her to repair, coal, and re-embark her armaments, with the single 
and avowed intention of going to the coast of Cuba. If once permitted, this port 
would become the head-quarters of the rebels ; and they will, with the assistance of 
some unscrupulous individuals in this community, make this port the base of their 
operations against a neighbouring country, contrary to the Government notice of the 
30th August, 1869, published in the " Jamaica Gazette.'* 

I have considered it my duty to call your attention to the character of the steamer 
^ Virginius " now in this port. 

(Signed) ' SIMON E. PIETERZ, 

Vice-Consul for Spain in Jamaica. 
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Tnclosure 36 in No. 16. 

Attorney •GeneraV 9 Opinion* 

IT is necessary to distinguish between the liabilities in respect of the vessel itself 
and those in respect of the arms, &c., she may have on board. The qnestlon as to the 
arms may be quite different from that as to the vessel. 

The question as to the arms depends upon 25 Vict., c. 23, and the Proclamation 
thereunder, and on sec. 159 of the Imperial Customs Act, 1863 (16 and 17 Vict, 
c. 107, still in force in Jamaica, under 17 Vict., c, 2 and 12). I believe that the course 
to be followed with respect to the arms, ftc, on the ** Village Bride " and on the 
" Virginius,'* has been already decided upon, and it might be desirable to inform the 
Vice-Consul of what has been done and is proposed to be done wirti respect to these 
arms, &c. 

This information would show the Vice-Consul that the Governor is taking every 
care that arms, &c., shall not be improperly exported from Jamaica, and might, at the 
same time, enable the Vice-Consul to bring to the notice of the Governor any facts 
respecting these arms which the Vice-Consul might think ought to be brought to the 
Governor's notice. 

The question as to the* liabilities, if any, in respect of the " Virginius " itself differs 
from the question respecting the arms. The vessel can be seized only under the Foreign 
Enlistment Act, 1870 (33 and 34 Vict, c. 90), and to justify such a seizure, there 
must be some direct evidence to show that there has been some breach of the statute. 
A seizure cannot be justified on mere suspicion or on general repute, even if the suspicion 
or repute refer to some alleged breach of the • Foreign Enlistment Act, and it must be 
remembered that mere blockade-running or importing, or attempting to import arms 
into Cuba as a mere mercantile speculation, is not of itself an offence against the 
statute. 

The Vice*Consul should be informed that, if he has any direct evidence (not mere 
hearsay or suspicion) to show that there has been any breach of the Foreign Enlistment 
Act, and will communicate such evidence to the Government, the evidence will receive 
immediate attention. 

The ^ Virginius *' should be closely watched, so that any breach of the ForelgD 
Enlistment Act may be at once detected. 

I notice that sees. 8 and 1 1 of the Foreign Enlistment Act are thoae most likely to 
be infringed. 

(Signed) E. A. C. SCHALCH. 

August 11, 1873. 



Inclosure 27 in No. 16. 
Mr. Young to Mr. French. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary's Office, Jamaica^ August 14^ 1673. 

I HAVE laid before the Governor the letter from the Vice-Consul for Spain in 
Jamaica that was forwarded with your letter dated the 29th ultimo. 

I am desired by his Excellency to request that you will inform the Vioe-Consnl of 
the course that it has been decided to follow in regard to the arms on board the ^^ Village 
Bnde'* and the <' Virginius,'' and also that, if he has any direct evidence, not more 
hearsay or suspicion, to show that there has been, on the part of the *' Virginius,'* any 
breach of the Foreign Enlistment Act, and will communicate such evidence to Uie 
Government, his representations will receive immediate attention. 

The Vice-Consul may, at the same time, be assured that the '*\^rginiu8'* wiU be 
closely watched, so that any breach of the Foreign Enlistment Act may be at once 
detected. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM A, G. YOUNG^ 
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Inologure 28 in No, 16. 

Mr. Young to Major PrendervilU, 

Siri Colonial Secretary's Office, Jamaica^ August 14, 1873, 

1 AM desired by the Governor to transmit to you, for your information, the inclosed 
copy of correspondence \ and I am to state, with reference thereto, that his Excellency 
presumes tliat the steamer '' Virginius " is closely watched, so that any breach of the 
Foreign Enlistment Act may be at once detected. 

I have &LC 
(Signed) ' WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG. 



IncloBure 29 in No. 16. 

Major Prmderville to Mr. Young. 

HeacUQuarter Constabulary Office, October 16, 1873, 
I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a letter from the detective officer reporting 
the arrival at Kingston, and intended departure for Cuba, of a band of sympathizers 
with the insurrectionary movements in that island. 

The arrival of General Qnetada will be promptly reported for the information of 
his Excellency the Governor. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. PRENDERVILLE. 



Inclosure 30 in No. 16. 

■ 

Inspector Foley to Major Prenderville. 

Sir, Detective Office, October 15, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the steam-ship *• Atlas," which came into this 
port on Monday 13th instant, brought fifty-nine men, Cuban, who, I believe, are to be 
embarked on board the filibustering steamer ** Virginius," along with the twenty-four 
men who previously arrived. As far as I can ascertain, the *' Virginius" is now ready 
for sailing, but awaits the orders of the Insurgent General Quesada, and the protectio© 
of a United States' man-of-war. Strict observation is constantly kept on the movements 
of the ^* Virginius." 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. FOLEY. 



Indosure 31 in No. 16. 

The Attomey*OeneraVs Opinion: 

I SEE no objection to the substance of the proposed letter to the Collector* 
General. 

As a matter of wording properly^ it might be better to insert the words '' there has 
been, or is about to be, a breach of that Act in these waters with respect to the 
'Virginius/ " instead of the words ** the * Virginius' is in these waters in breach of that 
Act/' 

The vessel might be lawfully here, and yet tliere might be a breach of the Act with 
respect to her. 

(Signed) E. A. C. SCHALCH. 

October 24, 1873. 



Inclosure 32 in No. 16. 

Mr. Young to Mr. French. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary s Office, Jamaica^ October 27, 1873. 

WITH reference to the second paragraph of your letter dated the 85th of July last, 
in which you state that the ^* Virginius" is supposed to be i» the service of the Cubwj 
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insurrectionists, because it is generally believed that she has for the last year or so been 
employed in running the blockade on the coast of Cuba, and there landing arms and 
munitions of war, I am desired by the Governor to remark that, being in the service of 
a foreign Power, or an insurgent party, is a different thing from blockade running or 
smuggling arms. The one fact might raise questions relating to the Foreign Enlistment 
Act, whilst the other, standing alone, would not. 

I am to request that you will refer to the Foreign Enlistment Act, and that you will 
be ready to receive and report immediately any information tending to raise a suspicion 
that there has been, or is about to be, a breach of that Act in these waters with respect 
to the '* Virginius." 

That there is a suspicion, or even if it be an ascertained fact, that the " Virginius'' 
has run arms from foreign countries ashore. in Cuba, is a matter with which the Jamaica 
Government have no concern. It is only necessary that she be prevented from carrying 
arms, &c., from Jamaica in breach of the Proclamation prohibiting the export of such 

articles. 

I have &LC 

(Signed) ' WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG. 



Inclosure 33 in No. 16. 

Major Prenderville to Mr. Young. 

Sir, Head-Quarters Constabulary Office, October 22, 1873. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 6th instant, I have the honour to inclose copy 
of a communication just received from the detective officer with respect to the move- 
ments of the steamer " Virginius." 

I have already instructed Inspector Foley promptly to communicate everything that 
is in violation of the Foreign Enlistment Act to the Customs authorities. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. PRENDERVILLE. 



Inclosure 34 in No. 16. 
Inspector Foley to Major Prenderville. 

Sir, Detective Office, October 20, 1873. 

IN accordance with your directions, and in continuation of my previous correspon- 
dence respecting attempted breaches of the Foreign Enlistment Act, I have the honour 
to inform you that the so-called filibustering steamer " Virginius'* is now reported to be 
ready for sea. The vessel has this day been examined by the principal Customs officers 
on the requisition of the Captain, for the purpose of being certified to carry passengers. 

I have every reason to believe that there are about 100 men, Cubans, and 5 or 
6 officers of high rank among the revolutionists now in Kingston, about to embark on 
board the " Virginius" as passengers. I have no doubt the vessel will clear for some 
neutral port, but there can be no doubt that her real destination is Cuba, and lier purpose 
to land men, arms, and ammunition to aid the insurgents. It is extremely difficult to 
prove this legally at present ; I can only give my strongly grounded suspicion. But, as 
there is every indication that this ship may start from this port at very short notice, and 
probably under the United States* flag, I have, in bringing these facts to your notice, to 
ask for definite instructions how to act. In the meantime, the strictest possible observa- 
tion on the movements of the "Virginius** will be continued by myself and the men 
under my command. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. FOLEY. 



Inclosure 36 in No. 16. 

Mr. Young to Major Prenderville. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary's Office, Jamaica, October 27» 1873. 

I AM desired by the Governor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
22nd instant, forwarding a copy of one received by you from the detective inspector 
relative to the steamer " Virgimus/' 
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The Governor desires me, with reference thereto^ to request that you will consult 
the Attorney-General as to what proceedings would or would not constitute a breach of 
the Foreign Enlistment Act on the part of those concerned with this ship and that you 
will acquaint Mr. Foley, for his guidance, with the result of your consultation. 

4 J have &c. 

(Signed) ' WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG. 



Inclosure 36 in No« 16. 
Mr. Goldie to Mr. French. 



Sir, Customs^ Kingston^ October 24, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the steam-ship '* Virginius/' Fry, master, cleared 
from this Custom-house for Port Limon, Costa Rica, with a crew of .56 men and 108 
passengers yesterday afternoon, and sailed shortly afterwards. 

She was thoroughly rummaged after clearance, and about eighty packages of the 
passengers' baggage examined, with the view of preventing any breach of his Excellency's 
Proclamation taking place. 

The only arms found were half-a-dozen revolvers and as many swords, belonging to 
some American passengers. These I permitted to be retained, as a person travelling is 
entitled to one defensive weapon, and I considered this was not a shipment of arms in the 
sense forbidden by the Proclamation. 

Seven cases containing havresacks imported from the United States were also 
shipped. 

The large number of Cubans who accompanied the passengers to the sliip, the 
excitement under which they all laboured seemed to indicate that Port Limon was 
probably not their destination, though stated to be so by the captain in his clearance. 
Mr. Altamont de Cordova, whose sympathies with the Cubans' cause are well known, 
accompanied the steamer as far as Bull's Bay, and personally led off a round of cheering 
as the vessel left the wharf. 

So wide-spread a belief exists that the " Virginius " is bound for Cuba, that I 
deemed it proper to report the above facts for the information of the Government. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES GOLDIE, Acting Collector. 



Inclosure 37 in No. 16, 

Mr. French to Mr. Young. 

Sir, * Collector-OeneraVs Office, October 30, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Governor, a copy of a note 
from the Spanish Vice-Consul accredited to this island, having reference to the steam- 
ship " Virginius," which cleared from this port on the 23rd instant for Port Limon. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' D.* P. FRENCH, CoUector-General. 



Inclosure 38 in No. 16. 
Mr. Pieterz to Mr. French. 



My dear Sir, Kingston^ October 30, 1873. 

IN order to show you the character qf the steamer *' Virginius," which lefl this on 
the evening of the 23rd, ostensibly for Port Limon with labourers, I may mention 
that I have just received a telegram from the Government of Cuba, informing 
me that, on the night of the 26th and 27th, that vessel attempted to land the 
people she took from this on the coast of Cuba ; and being repulsed and chased by the 
Spanish cruizers^ she put to sea, and I have just this moment heard that she had put 
into Morant Bay* Is the Colonial Government powerless to put a stop to such a state of 
things ? 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) SIMON EML. PIETERZ. 
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IncloBore 39 in No. !(}» 
The Attamey^Oenerah Opimoiu 

I PRESUME that the " Virginiug " has no arms or ammunition on board, and that, 
therefore, no question arises as to the export of arms and ammunition. That being so 
the Jamaica Government cannot interfere, except under the Imperial Foreign Enlist- 
ment Act, 1870, The facts at present stated would not authorize any such interference. 

All that is at present stated is that the '^ Virginiua," an unarmed American vessel, 
without any arms or ammunition on board, is attempting to land unarmed Cuban 
passengers in Cuba. Tliis is not a breach of the Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870. If there 
were any evidence to show that the " Virginius '* is in the military or naval service of the 
insurgents, or that any military or naval expedition against the Spanish Government is 
being prepared, the case might be different. 

(Signed) E. A. C, SCHALCH. 

November 3, 1873. 
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It might possibly be desirable to explain to the Spanish Vice-Consul that the 
Jamaica Government has only power (1) to prohibit the export of arms, &c. ; (2) to 
enforce the Foreign Enlistment Act, 1870; and that the export of arms in the 
" Virginius " has been prohibited (if such is the case), and thsit the Foreign Enlistment 
Act, 1870, will be at once put in force if the Vice-Consul will produce evidence that there 
has been any breach of its provisions. 

(Signed) E. A. C. SCHALCR 

November 3, 1873. 



Inclosure 40 in No. 16. 
Mr. Young to Mr. Fh-ench, 

Sir, Colonial Secretary's Office^ November 8, 1873. 

I DULY received and laid before the Governor your letter dated the 30th ultimo, 
forwarding a copy of one addressed to you by the Vice-Consul for Spain^ relative to the 
steamer " Virginius " which sailed from Kingston on the 23rd ultimo. 

I am, in reply, to request that you will inform the Vice-Consul for Spain that the 
Government has received no official or other report to the effect that the •* Virginius/* 
afler leaving Kingston, put into Morant Bay, or any other port in this Colony ; also that 
as the " Virginius," when she left Jamaica, had no arms or ammunition on board, there 
could be no question as to the export by her of arms or ammunition from Jamaica 
contrary to the Proclamation. Also that, as nothing was known by the Government, or 
had been represented to it, to show that the " Virginius " was committing any breach of 
the Foreign Enlistment Act, no interference with the sailing of that vessel would have 
been justifiable. As the Vice-Consul has already been told, any information given by 
him of any such breach on the part of the vessel in question would have received imme* 
diate attention. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG. 



Inclosure 41 in No. 16. 
Mr. Outteres to Governor Sir P. Grant. 



The West Indian and Panama Telegraph Company Limited^ 
Your Excellency, Kingston^ Jamaica, November 6, 1873. 

MR. MASON, the Acting Consul at Santiago, telegraphs requesting me to inform 
your Excellency that the crew of the " Virginius " are to be shot to-morrow, and to s^k 
your Excellency to inform him whether, as Consul, he should do anything in behalf of 
the British subjects on beard. 

The vessel was captured on the high seas under American colours, but Spanish 
Governor declares her a pirate, and refuses to liberate, on application of United States* 
Consul, 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J, GUTTERES. 
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Inclosure 42 in No. 16. 

Governor Sir P. Grant to Acting^Consul at Santiago. 

(Telegraphic,) Kingston, November 6, 1873, 2.30 p.m. 

iF Innocent British subjects wef e on board " Virginius '' Governor suggests that you 
should use all proper influence to protect them* 



Inclosure 43 in No. 16. 
Mr. Young to Mr. Gutteres. 

Sir, King stony November 6, 1873, 10 P.M. 

REFERRING to our interview this afternoon, the Governor desires me to thank 
you very much for your letter of this date, and for your obliging courtesy in placing 
your facilities for telegraphic communication with Cuba at his Excellency's disposal. 

Sir John Grant readily avails himself of your offer, and he would beg you to 
supplement the telegram you have already been good enough to send to the Acting 
Consul at Santiago de Cuba by sending the following through the telegraph offices in 
the same manner as the telegram you communicated was received : — 

** Governor of Jamaica does not believe, unless judicial condemnation has taken 
place; that * Virginius * is a pirate. If not a pirate, the shooting of any British subject 
for being on board cannot be lawful. British subjeqts may have been shipped here as 
crew or passengers ; and as * Virginius ' was not armed, and had no warlike munitions on 
board when she left Jamaica, they may have been ignorant that the vessel was not peace- 
fully bound for Simon Bay, for whicn port she cleared. Governor suggests a strong 
demand for suspension of execution at least, pending a formal trial in the case of all who 
claim to be British subjects. 

Some time after this message has been sent in the manner now requested, and so 
socm as you may think it has safely reached its destination, the Governor would be glad 
if you would cause it to be repeated as an official message from the Governor of Jamaica 
to the British Consul at Santiago de Cuba, so that, if each message be suppressed by the 
authorities in Cuba, they may be called to account by the British Government hereafter, 
should it be found necessary. 

I have, &C. 
(Signed) WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG 



Inclosure 44 in No. 16. 
Mr. Gutteres to Mr. Young. 



The West India and Panama Telegraph Company (Limited), 
Bear Sir, Kingston, Jamaica^ November 7, 1873. 

SINCE sechig you last night the following cfrcumstances have occurred : — 
M. de Cordova saw the Commodore who sent the following message :— 

^'Commodore, Jamaica, to British Consul, Santiago. 

''Acquaint autliorities Commodore protests against the execution of British subjects 
captured in ^Virginius.' Make every effort to delay execution until arrival of 'Niobe* 
to-morrow." 

To which the following reply was received to-day :— 

** Britiah Consul^ Santiago, to Commodore, Jamaica. 

" Havf seen Governor and naval authority, who say thev act under superior orders 
and cannot delay sentence court-martial whatever it may be. ' 

Also the following i-^-^ 

" British Consul, Santiago, to Commodore Jamaica. 

•'Marine authority mforms me that sixteen of 'Virgmius* crew claiming to be 
British subjects will be shot this afternoon. Have protested requesting delay as ordered, 
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Would recommend that, should you wish to communicate further to Governor^ you 
should do so direct to save time.^' 

Your messages also were sent in the manner requested. 

I am, &c# 
(Signed) J, GUTTERES. 



Inclosure 45 in No. 16. 
Mr» J. Outteres to Mr. Young. 

The West Indian and Panama Telegraph Company Limited^ 
Dear Sir, Kingston^ Jamuica, November 7, 1873. 

I FORWARD a third message :— 

"Mason, Santiago, to Gutteres. 

" Tell Commodore Consul says hears thirty-five of crew sentenced to be shot this 
evening or to-morrow morning. Attitude oi authorities very stiff, will brook no 
interference. Fear ^Niobe' will not be able to obtain anything. No doubt British 
subjects there." 

Which has been duly forwarded to the Commodore. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. GUTTERES. 



Inclosure 46 in No. 16. 

« 

Vice-consul Ramsden to Governor and Comm^dore^ Jamaica. 

(Telegraphic.) Santiago, November 7, 1873, 3 p.w. 

GOVERNOR refuses delay execution which is to take place in an hour. *' Niobe*' 
not arrived. 



Inclosure 47 in No, 16, 

Mr. F. Qutteres to Governor Sir J. P. Grant. 

Your Excellency, Kingston^ Jamaica, November 8, 1873. 

I HAVE received information that thirty-eight of the crew, including captain of 
" Virginius/' have been shot, and that all the rest on board, except eleven Cubans and 
three boys, are condemned to death. 
*' Niobe " not vet arrived. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. GUTTERES. 



Inclosure 48 in No. 16. 

Mr. de Cordora to Mr. Young. 

Sir, Kingston, November 7, 1873. 

I WAS consignee of the American steamer ** Virginius," as such I procured seamen 
for her, who left in her on the 23rd ultimo, among them several British subjects. I have 
received information that the steamer was seized off the coast of Cuba and taken into 
St. Jago. 1 therefore mention the circumstance with a view of the Government 
informing the British Consul of the fact that he may be in a position to protect the lives 
and liberty of such as are entitled to any interference on their behalf. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' ALT. DE CORDOVA. 



ij 



i 
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Minute by Mr. Young. 
(Early.) 

REFER to Mr. French for a report from the Shipping Master before whom these 
men were shipped, and who would probably have some evidence of nationality. 

W. Y. 

; November 6, ISIS. 

To Mr. Goldie for necessary report. 

(Signed) R. BATTEN, for Collector-General. 

November 6,1873. 



Inclosure 49 in J^o. 16. 
Mr. Stephenson to Mr. French. 

Sir, Custom-Housey Kingston^ November 6, 1873. 

THIS vessel being one bearing the flag of a foreign nation we have no cognizance 
whatever in respect of the shipment of the men in question ; and, consequently, we have 
no record to show whether they were put on the articles of the '* Virginius " or not. If 
the British subjects pointed at were placed on the ships' papers, the American Consul 
must, I surmise, have been the recording officer from whom I respectfully submit 
information on this subject may be obtainable. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' F. " J. STEPHENSON, Chief Clerk, 

Pro Acting Shipping-Master. 



Minute by Mr. French. 

THE Vice-CJonsul for the United States will much oblige by affording the infor- 
mation required if in his power to do so. 

(Signed) D. P. FRENCH, Collector-General, 

November 6, 1873. 



Minute by Mr. Nunes. 

THE United States' Government, not requiring Consular Officers to keep a register 
of the nationality of seamen shipped, we are not in a position to furnish the required 

information. 

(Signed) ROBERT NUNES, Acting United States' Consul, 

Pro W. H. C. Hitchins. 
United States^ Consulate, Kingston, Jamaica, 

November 6, 1873. 



Minute by Mr. French. 

THIS appears an unfortunate position for the Jamaica men whoever they are. 
The letter of Mr. Stephenson, in the absence of the Acting Shipping Master, and the 
Memorandum by the Vice-Consul is all I can get. 

D. P F. 

November 6, 1873. 



Inclosure 50 in No. 16. 
Mr. French to Mr. Young. 



Sir, Collector- GeneraVs Office, November 7, 1873. 

WITH reference to M. de Cordova's letter of the 16th instant, which was referred 
to me under Minute of same date, as I found it impossible to ascerlam from any quarter 
the names of British subjects of this island who Were induced to enter for service as 
[901 E 
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ship*s crew on the " Virginius," under clearance for Port Limon, I have been Induced 
to procure from the American Consul a list of all the crew shipped under articles from 
this port in the hope that, in the absence of better proof, it will not be difficult to 
ascertain on the spot by a muster of the crew, the distmction of those who are British 
subjects of other nations. 

I beg to submit herewith a copy of the Consul's letter with the list referred to. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) D. P. FRENCH. 



Inclosure 51 in No. 16. 
Mr. Nunes ft) Mr. Ptentk. 

United States* Consulate, Kingston, Jamaica, 
Sir, November 7, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a list of the names comprising the crew of 
the " Virginius," I regret exceedingly not being able to furnish the nationality of the 
several people, the United States' Government not requiring Consular Officers to 
preserve on the register of the seamen shipped their nationality. It has been represented 
at the Consulate that Henry Knight and John Patmore (the latter a Jamaican) shipped 
on board the "Virginius" after the signing of the articles and the clearing of the 
steamer from this office. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT NUNES, Acting United Stater Consul, 

Per H. W. E. Hitchins. 



« 
Inclosure 52 in No. 16. 

List of Names on Articles. 



# 

* 

* 
# 



James Floodjk 
William Bavnard. 
6. P. Chamberlain. 
C. A. Knight. 
T. W. Williams. 
Ed. Day. 
R S. Trujilli. 
Henry King. 
Felipe Margais. 
*Wohn Moore. 

* James Joseph. 

* Thomas Gregg.* 

* Bernard Heron. 

* John Williamson. 

* Frank Goods. 
Paul Romer. 

* Lorcene Alloas. 

* James Reed. 

* George Thomas. 

* James Samuels. 

* A. Haissell. 

* Henry Frank. 



* 
* 



* 



* 
* 



Zaccheus Darham. 
Esau Bradley. 
Aloso Arce. 
Profirio Corvison. 
Isaiah Balderson. 
W. F. Price. 
Thomas Lindsay. 
Thomas Larose. 
William Wilson, 
Henry M. Bond. 
Wm. Ross. 
Alfred Parker. 
George Thompson. 
Antonio Deloyo. 
Joseph Pratt. 
John Brown. 
Samuel Karr. 
George Harrison. 
William Orenshaw. 
John Trimmer. 
Ignacio Duenes. 
Jos6 M. Bindes. 



'Ihose marked thus (*) shipped at Kingston, Jamaica. 



Inclosure 53 in No. 16. 



Af. de Cordova to Mr. Young. 

Sir, Kingston, October 21, 1873. 

I HAVE applied to the Customs on the subject of this letter, and by them have 
been referred to vou. 




hav 

ship on the "Virgin! , ^ , .^ ^ 

any wliich will be named below, I ask permission to pay duty on them and that they be 
treated as such goods would be if taken aboard of any other steamer. There is, For 
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instance^ a rifle in case No. 3, which hM been sent as a present to a gentleman who will 
leave in the " Virginius," and I can't suppose that a man is not allowed to carry with him 
a single rifle, an article owned by nearly every gentleman in all countries ; then* there 
are a few leggings and some cutlasses, these latter as as you know are extensively used 
for agricultural purposes. I have, therefore, to ask that, as the "Virginius" leaves 
to-morrow, an immediate order will be given to enable my obtaining possession of such 
goods as are marked off" in the list, either by payment of duty or otherwise, and that no 
impediment be placed to any being taken on board the ^* Virginius," for certainly no 
restrictions of the sort would be extended with any other vessel. 

I am, &ic. 
(Signed) ALT. DE CORDOVA. 



I ask for those articles marked thus '^. 



List. — ^7 Boxes. 



A. D. C. 



• • 



No. 1* Remington rifies 

* L^gings, cotton 

* „ leather 
3. * Cutlasses •• 

* Duck bags • 

* Crees 

* Bathing linen 

* Leather pouches 

3. * Winchester rifle, complete 

4. Spencer rifles 

5. * Medicine •• •. 

6. Cartridges •• 



. . 



• • 



. • 



• • 



. . 



■•• 



. . 



• . 



. • 



. • 



. • 



« • 



7. 



. • 



• m 



• a 



• • 



• • 



• • 



'• 



a a 



a a 

. ■ 
a a 



. « 



a a 

. a 

• • 
a a 
a a 
a . 
t . 

• • 



a * 



a I 



a • 



13 

7 pairs. 

1 pair. 
28 

8 

3 

1 bundle. 
17 

1 

4 

1 box. 

1 M 
1 .• 



(Early.) 

Refer to Mr. French for report. 

October 21, 1873. 



W. Ya 



Inclosure 54 in No. 16. 
Mr. Ooldie to Mr. French. 



Sir, Kingston, October 21, 1873^ 

THE cutlasses and the Winchester rifle cannot legally be exported without special 
authority. The former are in such bad company, that they can hardly, I submit, be 
looked upon as intended for agricultural ^* purposes ;'* of course there can be no objec- 
tion to the medicine being shipped ; but in view of the circumstances connected with 
the " Virginius' " presence in these waters, I submit, for consideration, whether it is 
not tolerably certain that the remainder of the goods ticked ofi* by M. de Cordova, are in 
fact ^^ munitions of war.'' If the duty be first paid, it would not at all afiect the 

question. 

I hsLve &LC 

(Signed) ' CHARLES GOLDIE. 



Minute by Mr. French. 

1 CONCUR in Mr. Goldie's remarks. 1 do not see any tangible ground for 
supposing that any one of the articles enumerated has been imported for a separate and 
distinct purpose, unconnected with the object for which all the others are imported. 

Thus, leggings are for use with the rifles. 

Cutlasses are a very common article of warfare. 

Duck-bags are intended for the easy conveyance of shot, and other material of 
war. 

Pouches are intended for use with cartridges ; and the Winchester rifle is no doubt 
the property of General Ryan, an insurrectionist leader, who came on here to join the 
** Virginius/* 

1 think the medicines the only article that ought to be given up. 

D. Pa F. 

October 21, 1873. 



"** 



£ 2 
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^ Inclosure 55 in No, 16. 

Mr. Young to M. de Cordova* 

Sir, Colonial Secretary's Office, Jamaica, October 23, 1873. 

IN reply to your letter dated the 21st instant, seeking authority for shipping on 
board the " Virginius" certain articles, the exportation of which is prohibited by a Pro- 
clamation now in force, I am desired by the Governor to inform you, that the particular 
weapons and munitions specified by you, cannot be so separated from the mass of 
warlike articles which accompanied them on importation, as to justify a special order for 
exportation in their favour. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG. 



Inclosure 56 in No. 16. 
Mr. Ooldie to Mr. French. 



(Confidential.) 

Sir, Customs, Kingston, October 28, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your information, that six packages, marked and 
numbered as per margin,* and imported in the *' Atlas" from New York, have been 
examined by the oflaicers of this Department, and found to contain Remington carbines, 
cotton and leather leggings, cutlasses with scabbards, cartridge-boxes, leather pouches, 
Spencer and Winchester rifles, and Remington cartridges. 

The cases containing these munitions of war, as well as another of the same mark, 
were all consigned to M. Altamont de Cordova of this port, and were intended for 
shipment on the steam-ship " Virginius." I declined to allow them to be shipped, how- 
ever, notwithstanding an attempt on the part of the consignee's clerk to show that the 
cutlasses, being agricultural implements, might legally be shipped. 

A similar application having subsequently been made to the Government, met with 
a similar fate. 

As considerable dissatisfaction was expressed by the master of the " Virgin ius" at 
the non-shipment of these goods, especially the cutlasses, I have thought it best to 
report these facts, as the presence of the scabbards with the cutlasses seems effectually 
to dispose of the *^ agricultural implements*' theory. 

1 gave directions to the Assistant-Surveyor to report at once to the Harbour Master 
the presence of such of the above as were combustible materials in the port, in order 
that he might give the necessary directions for their being sent forthwith to Fort 
Augusta, where they ought, on the arrival of the ** Atlas," to have been deposited. 

Mr. Fowles has reported to me, that he has duly informed the Harbour Master as 
directed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES GOLDIE, Acting Collector. 

Submitted for the information of the Governor. 

D. P. T. 
October 28, 1873. 



No. 17. 
Acting Consul' General Crawford to Earl Granville. — (Received December 1.) 

(Extract.) Havana, November 12, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's telegram — 
"Watch the case of the * Virginius,' and if any of the prisoners are British subjects, see 
that they have a fair trial." 

The case being under naval jurisdiction, I called on the Spanish Admiral here, but 
his Excellency could not inform me whether there were any British subjects among the 
prisoners as the captured vessel was taken to Santiago de Cuba, and the court-martial 
is being held there. 

For the same reason the Captain-General, to whom I also applied for this 
information, could give me no satisfaction. 

• A.D.C. H.I.C.L. 6.7. 
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I instructed Mr. Acting Vice-Consul Brooks to make inquiry on this head yesterday 
by mail, as the submarine cable is unfortunately out of order, and I have just heard 
that Her Majesty's ship ^^ Niobe " arrived at Santiago de Cuba on the 8th instant, so 
that I have no doubt that the rights of any British subject who may have unfortunately 
been on board the " Virginius'* at the time of her capture are being attended to. 

From the official report of the capture of the '* Virginius," as published here, it 
appears that the Spanish screw corvette '^ Tornado " was cruizing at a distance of 
eighteen miles from the Cuban coast, between Santiago and Cape Cruz, on the 3lst of 
October, when, at 2'30 p.m., she discovered the smoke of a steamer to the south-east 
steering towards her, but on getting up steam and standing in that direction, they 
perceived that tlie stranger had put about at 3*15 p.m., and was running S.S.E. 
The " Tornado*' then gave full chase, and came up with the *• Virginius" about 10 p.m. 
after firing five shells at her, one of which took effect on the forward funnel and obliged 
her to stop. The '* Virginius '' was then boarded and seized, and arrived at Santiago de 
Cuba at 5 P.M. next day. 

I furnish these particulars to show that the chase commenced and ended on the 
high sea, the Spaniards stating that the "Virginius" was captured twenty-three miles 
from Jamaica. 

The master, crew, and passengers have been declared " pirates," and the court- 
martial which is being held upon them has already sentenced fifty-seven to death, as far 
as we know, the news having reached us that the four Chiefs, Bernabe Verona, Pedro 
Cespedes, Jesus del Sol, and Washington O'Ryan (the latter claiming to be a Canadian) 
were shot on the 4th instant, and fifty-three others, of whom the master and thirty-six 
of the crew formed part, were executed on the 7th. 



No. 18. 
Acting ConsuU General Crawford to Earl Granville. — {Received December 1.) 

(Extract.) Havana^ November 15, 1873. 

WITH reference to my previous despatch of the 12th instant, I have now the 
honour of transmitting to your Lordship a copy of Mr. Vice-Consul Brooks' Report, 
dated the 8th instant, together with its inclosures, relating to the case of the ** Virginius," 
by which your Lordship will see the manner in which the crew and passengers of that 
vessel have been dealt with by the Spanish authorities at Santiago de Cuba. 

Upon the receipt of the Vice-Consul's Report yesterday, I immediately sent the 
following telegram to your Lordship : — 

*^ Sixteen British subjects of the crew of the * Virginius ' were shot 7th instant at 
Santiago, in spite of the Governor of Jamaica and the Commodore's protest to the 
Governor through the Vice-Consul. Her Majesty's ship ' Niobe' arrived there next day. 
Seven other British subjects remain, six of whom are under age. Chase begun, and 
capture eflected on the high sea." 

To judge from what the " Diario de la Marina" says, in an article published 
yesterday, it is probable that the remaining seven coloured British subjects, four of whom 
are boys, will not be condemned to death. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 1 8. 
Acting Vice-Consul Brooks to Acting Consul* General Crawford. 

(Extract.) 8t. Jago de Cuba, November 8, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, on the afternoon of Saturday 1st instant, 
the Spanish war steamer " Tornado," entered this port, bringing with her, as a prize, 
and flying Spanish colours, the steamer " Virginius." 

According to the official despatch of the Captain of the '* Tornado," as published 
in the local newspaper, he first sighted the " Virginius " on Friday afternoon, about 
half-past 2, while he was cruising to windward of this port on a parallel of 18 miles 
from the coast. The chase lasted some seven hours in a south south-easterly direction, 
the " Virginius " finally surrendering about 10 o'clock. 

Although I considered that there might be some British subjects among the 
165 prisoners which were reported as having been captured in the steamer, I did not on 
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her arrival consider myself entitled or obliged to take any steps or mix myself in the 
question at all^ the vessel being notoriously a filibustering one, and although captured 
on the high 8eas» and possibly illegally so, yet being under American flag, I considered 
that any British subjects who might be on board, more especially if belonging to the 
crew, should look to the American Consul for redress, and I therefore confined myself 
to keeping fully informed of all that passed in regard to the steamer. 

On Sunday morning the American Consul desired to send a telegram to his 
colleague in Kingston, Jamaica, with a view to ascertain whether the steamer had been 
duly dispatched by that functionary on her departure from said port, and thereby to 
know for certain whether she was American or not. 

The Governor (Brigadier Burriel) would not allow this telegram to pass, and the 
Consul at once addressed him a communication to find out his reasons for so doing. 

On that same (Sunday) afternoon a division was made of the prisoners by the 
military and naval authorities, the former taking charge of the men who composed the 
expedition, and the latter remaining with the crew. 

The passengers then, who included Bernabe Varona (alias Bembeta), O'Ryan, Pedro 
COdpedes, and Jesus del Sol, were lodged in prison and the authorities began to take 
their declarations. 

On Monday morning the American Consul repeated his question of the previous 
day^ which still remained unanswered, and also sent in a protest against the capture on 
the high seas of the '* Virginius/* and against the trial of her captain, crew, or 
passengers. Meanwhile his telegram remained unsent. 

At about 6'45 a.m. on Tuesday, the four insurgent chiefs above-named were 
executed, and I afterwards heard that 0*Ryan had declared himself a British subject, 
and that such declaration had caused a serious disagreement between the American 
Consul and the Governor. 

The Consul hearing that O'Ryan was in capilla and wished to make his will, and 
believing, as was natural, that O'Ryan was an American citizen, if not by birtli at least 
by naturalization, he presented himself to the Governor, asking permission to go to the 
prison and assist at the making of the will. 

The Governor granted permission, but hearing almost directly that O'Ryan claimed 
to be an Englishman, accused the Consul of having tried to surprise him. 

After the execution, the Governor removed the embargo on Mr. Schmitt's telegram 
and also answered his three communications. 

It was, therefore, evident that American Consular intervention was of no use for the 
prisoners, and I had good reason to suppose that British would have the same result, but 
when, on Thursday, I heard it reported that the Naval Court-martial then sitting were 
going to condemn thirty-seven of the crew to death, the almost certainty that there 
would be British subjects on board induced me to communicate with Jamaica, informing 
the authorities of what was passing and asking advice. 

His Excellency the Governor of Jamaica replied, advising an effort to save any 
innocent British subject, and later on Thursday afternoon, I received a despatch from 
Commodore de Horsey telling me to protest, in his name, against execution of British 
suWects captured on the " Virginius,*' and to urge a delay of the sentence until the 
^* jfiobe " should arrive here. 

On receipt of this telegram, I at once called on General Burriel, and advanced the 
Commodore's request for delay without making mention then of the protest. 

The request was most emphatically denied by the Governor, who stated that he 
acted under superior and peremptory orders, and could in no way intervene in the action 
of the law. 

Although exceedingly polite, his tone and manner conveyed, as he no doubt 
intended they should, the impression that the subject was a very disagreeable one to 
him, and as he referred me for particulars to the Captain of the Port, I proceeded to 
call upon said officer, and urged the same request with, more or less, the same result. 

Both officials promised me notes of the British subjects implicated, and sent them 
next morning ; that of the Captain of the Port being of sixteen men out of thirty-seven 
men whom the Court-martial had condemned to death after sitting the greater part of 
the night for that purpose. 

The Captain of the Port assuring me that the matter was altogether out of his 
hands, I now addressed myself in writing to the Governor, protesting in the Commodore's 
name against the execution of British subjects captured in the '^ Virginius," and earnestly 
requesting a stay of proceedings until the Commodore could have time to advance his 
reasons for protesting. 

I then notified to the Commodore the condemnation of sixteen British subjects^ and 



3i 

tliat they would be executed that same afternoon, advising, should he wish any further 
communication with the Governor, to telegraph direct in order to save time. 

Subsequently, I received a telegram from the Governor of Jamaica, advising an 
urgent appeal on behalf of the condemned men, and enumerating several points in their 
favour. 

I therefore again wrote a despatch to General Burriel, requesting him most 
earnestly to delay the execution, making use of the Governor of Jamaica's name as 
having suggested same, and also laying before him the facts supplied by the said 
Governor. 

Finally, receiving no reply, I went in person to General Burriel, but without any 
result, meeting only a somewhat curt refusal, and at 4 p.m., the men were marched out 
of the prison down to the slaughter-house, and there shot, thirty*seven in all, including 
sixteen British subjects. 

This morning twelve were shot, among them, as far as I know, no British subjects. 

At about 9 A.M. the " Niobe " arrived, and at 12 noon we called on General Burriel 
(Captain Loraine and I) who received us with politeness, but not very cordially, and to 
the Captain's request on behalf of seven British subjects still in jail, he returned the 
stereotyped answer about his duty, superior orders, &c. 

Nevertheless, he informed us that he was open to petitions but not demands, and 
gave us the assurance that no one was to be shot to-day, other than the twelve already 
dispatched. 

Such then are so far the developments of this most unfortunate affair, on which I 
oflFcr no comments ; the behavior of the authorities, the hurried trials, and more hurried 
executions speak for themselves. 

I inclose copies of the different documents I have cited, as are the telegrams from 
the Governor and the Commodore, my two communications to General Burriel, and his 
reply thereto, anticipated in my interview with him, and the lists of British subjects 
among the crew and passengers of the *^ Virginius." 

I trust that, although so unfortunate as to have been unable to save the lives of our 
fellow-subjects, my action in the matter and the steps I took in their behalf will meet 
with your approval and with thai of Her Majesty's Government. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 18. 
Acting Vice- Consul Brooks to Brigadier-General BurrieL 

Excellency, St. Jago de Cuba, November 7, 1873. 

WITH reference to my personal interview with your Excellency last night, I have 
the honour to inform yout, that the Captain of the Port has just furnished me with a 
list of sixteen individuals captured in and with the steamer *' Virginius,'* who claim to 
be British subjects, and who, he informs me, are to be shot this afternoon. 

In the name and by order of Commodore A. De Horsey, Commanding Her Britannic 
Majesty's Naval Forces in the West Indies, I beg to protest against such execution, and 
earnestly to request your Excellency will delay it sufficiently to enable him to lay 
before you the reasons on which his protest is grounded. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THEODORE BROOKS. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 18. 

Acting Vice-Consul Brooks to Brigadier-General BurrieL 

Excellency, St. Jago de Cuba, November 7> 1873L 

1 HAVE again to trouble your Excellency, in order to communicate that I have 
just received a despatch from his Excellency the Governor of Jamaica, and, accordijHr 
to the suggestion therein contained, again most urgently request your ExcelleiiLcy wiu 
delay the execution of British subjects under sentence of death, to whom my previous 
communication refers, taking into consideration the fact of the ^* Virginius '* liaving left 
Jamaica unarmed, and having carried from there no warlike stores, and clearing for 
Limon Bay, to which port the British subjects who embarked as crew or passengers 
might in good faith have believed her to be bound. 

In compliance, then, with my duty, I have the honour to submit to your Excellency 
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these observations of his Excellency the Governor of Jamaica, confident that the humane 
and noble sentiments of your Excellency will accord to them the attention they merit. 

X have &cc 

(Signed) ' THEODORE BROOKS 



Inclosure 4 in No. 18. 

Telegrams from Mr. Brooks to Commodore de Horsey. 

HAVE seen Governor and naval authority, who say they act under superior 
orders^ and cannot delay sentence of court-martial, whatever it may be. 



Marine authority informs me, that sixteen of *' Virginius' " crew, claiming to be 
British subjects, will be shot this afternoon. Have protested, requesting delay as 
ordered. Would recommend that, if you wish to communicate further with the 
Governor, you should do so direct, to save time. 



3 P.M. — Governor refiises to delay the execution, which is to take place in an hour. 
" Niobe " not arrived. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 18. 
Brigadier 'General Burriel to Acting Vice-Consul Brooks. 

(Translation,) Cubay November 7, 1873. 

I HAVE received both of your courteous communications of to-day's date, in which 
you ask me, in the name of the Commodore of Her Britannic Majesty's Naval Forces 
m the West Indies, and by request of his Excellency the Governor of Jamaica, to siis- 
pend the execution of the sentence which has been passed upon part of the crew of the 
steamer ** Virginius,'* who come from that island, and are British subjects. 

I have to state, in reply, that, besides the list of English sailors of the '* Virginius,*' 
which the Captain of the Port gave you, I had on my own behalf sent you another like 
it through the chief of the telegraph station. 

As regards suspending the sentence that has been passed, as you ask me to do, 
I regret that it is impossible for me to accede to the wishes of his Excellency the 
Governor of Jamaica, for, although I am aware that the British authorities at Kingston 
acted with all the loyalty and deference that could be expected towards the Spanish 
nation, strictly watcliing, even on board of the '* Virginius," in order to assure themselves 
that she did not receive or take away any article which might be considered as contra- 
band of war, and that said vessel and her passengers were said to be bound for Port 
Limones; that documents agreeing therewith, although the naval authorities do not 
consider them as legal as could be desired, it is proved beyond a doubt by the declara- 
tions of the master and some of the crew of the *• Virginius," that they touched at Port 
au Prince and other places in Haiti, where they took in arms, ammunition, and warlike 
stores, sailing from thence towards the Cuban coast to land them, together with some of 
the principal leaders of the insurrection and people who were coming to increase the 
wasted bands who still exist in the island. The vessel and her crew being therefore 
clearly considered as pirates have had to be necessarily tried according to the laws 
which condemn piracy ; and although it is very painful for me to impose on them the 
penalty which these laws designate, it has been impossible to grant your petition, as it 
would have given me pleasure to do, if the imperious duty which I have to fulfil had not 
prevented me. 

For the rest, the Vice-Consulate may be assured that, in applying the penalty, the 
Court has proceeded quite legally, and that only in the last extremity it has been 
obliged to pass the sentence which has been carried out. 

This is all I can say in answer to your courteous communications, renewing to you 
the assurance of my regard and esteem. 

God preserve, t&c. (Signed) JUAN N. BURRIEL. 
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List of British Subjects Shot, November 7, 1873, belonging to the Crew of the 

" Virginias." 



James Floody, Second Mate. 
Henry Kinc^, Assistant Engineer. 
Thomas Griggs, of Barbados, fireman. 
Frank Good, Sierra Leone, fireman. 
Barney Herrald, Ireland, fireman. 
Henry Frank, Barbados, coal-trimmer. 
James Read, Sierra Leone, coal- trimmer. 
Samuel Hard, Nassau, N.P., coal- trimmer. 



Alfred Heisell, coal-trimmer. 
Walter F. Prince, coal-trimmer. 
George Thomas, coal-trimmer. 
Thomas Walter, Chief Steward. 
Simon Groom, Second Steward. 
William Rose, seaman. 
Henry Bond, seaman. 
George Thompson, seaman. 



List of British Subjects of the Crew of the *^ Virginius'' who remained in Prison 

at St. Jago de Cuba, on November 8, 1873. 



William Curtis, coloured, 22 years. 
Samuel Hall, coloured, 19 years. 
Sidney Robertson, 19 years. 
George Winster, negro, 1 6 years. 



William Marsall, negro, 10 years. 
Abraham Pinton, coloured, 15 years 
George Burke, coloured, 13 years. 



Inclosure 6 in No. 18. 
Extract from the ^^ Diario de la Marina^^ of November 11, 1873. 

(Translation.) 

The Commander of the *^ Tornado's " Official Report of the Capture op the 
'^ViRQiNius.'* — Fulfilling the instructions which, as Commander of this corvette, I had 
received, to watch strictly the coast between Cape Cruz and Santiago de Cuba, I left 
this port to resume cruizing on the 29th October. From that date I steamed close in 
shore all night and ran out to sea at daylight ; for previous experience had taught me 
that, whatever might be the manoeuvres of the "Virginius" during the night, it was 
clear that she would haul offshore during the day, so as not to be seen ; and, by banking 
her fires to save fuel, she would wait for the proper time to run in again. During the 
night of the 30th I went over my cruizing-ground, nothing happening, and at daylight I 
ran out to sea to keep watch and also to overhaul a steamer bound towards Jamaica. 
After doing so I set sail, to save fuel, and in running parallel with the shore eighteen 
miles off, I happened, at 2*30 p.m., in the meridian of El Cuero, to observe on the horizon, 
to the south-east, the smoke of a steamer which was approaching us slowly, steering 
north. I immediately got up steam with all four boilers, and, steering for her at 
3*15 P.M., I noticed that I had scarcely taken in sail and altered my course than she 
suddenly changed hers and stood towards the S.S.E. 

The position and course in which I saw her from the first made me judge, although 
on no other grounds, that she could be no other than the *' Virginius ;" for if she was 
coming from Jamaica to Cuba, that was not her proper course, and vice versd if she was 
bound from Cuba to Jamaica. Her change of course and the brisk way in which I 
noticed she was firing up confirmed these suspicions; and ordering, therefore, my 
engineer to put on full steam, I chased her, doing everything I could to increase the 
speed of my ship, and 1 managed at sunset to make out that the chase had two funnels 
and two masts, which only increased my suspicions, and gave me almost the certainty 
that she was the pirate steamer *• Virginius." 

At nightfall she still remained, according to my calculation, five miles from us, and 
I feared that in the darkness of the night we would lose sight of her ; but such was the 
enthusiasm of the crew that, from masthead downwards, every one followed her move- 
ments, and we managed (thanks to the moon) to keep her in sight, feeling more confident 
than ever of overhauling her before she doubled Morant Point, because we had greater 
speed and she was becoming every moment more perceptible. 

At 9'30 P.M., close to her, I fired five shells at her from the 42-pounder, which I 
for that purpose mounted on the forecastle. At the fifth shot the steamer stopped, when 
she was recognized as the ''Virginius;" and, being sure that she had on board an 
expedition for Cuba, I lowered two boats and sent them away, under the orders of 
Past-Midshipmen Pardo and Ortez, to seize her (which they did) in the name of the 
Spanish nation. Your Honour will find the details of the seizure in the Report of that 
officer, it sufficing me to say that at 11 p.m. the " Virginius," under the Spanish flag and 
manned by a crew from this ship, Was following us towards Cuba, after transfering to 
my ship the numerous prisoners, of whom I inclose a nominal list. 

During the chase they threw overboard the cargo of arms and ammunition, the 
[90] F 
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empty boxes floating past iis ; so that we only found some remains of it, such as leather 
straps, percussion caps, and other things mentioned in the inventory I have the honour 
to transmit to your Honour, The enthusiasm of the crew was and is indescribable, &€• 
Under ray convoy, we steered for Santiago de Cuba, arriving here on the 1st November, 
at 5 P.M., amidst the most unbounded enthusiasm and general contentment. 

The importance of the expedition, the number and quality of the prisoners, and 
tlie severe lesson we have given the enemies of Spain, have been powerful motives for 
turning our enthusiasm into frenzy. I make special mention of all to your honour ; I 
cannot allow myself to do so of any one in particular, for I l<now that all have surpassed 
tliemselves, seeking fatigue and the points of danger, and it is sufficient for me to say 
that they were Spaniards and that tliey worked for Spain. On my arrival at this port I 
reported the affair to the authorities, and it is already uuder the action of justice. It 
only remains for me to congratulate your Honour, in my own name and that of the 
officers and crew of the ship, for this severe lesson which, is so necessary for the interests 

of our beloved country. 

(Signed) DIONISIO COSTILLA. 



No. 19. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Tenterden. — {Received December I .) 

My Lord, Admiralty ^ November 29, 1873. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit^ 
for Earl Granville s information, copies of a despatch of the 9th instant, and its 
inclosures from Commodore de Horsey, in regard to the capture of the American ship 
** Virgin ius *' and the execution of a portion of her crew, by order of the Spanisn 
authorities at Cuba, with the orders given to Her Majesty's ship " Niobe " to proceed at 
once to St. Jago de Cuba, and communicate with Her Majesty's Consul at that port. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 19. 
Commodore de Horsey to Vice- Admiral Fanahawe. 

(Extract.) ** Aboukir,'* Jamaica, November 9, 1873. 

ON the 6th instant I received, at 5 p.m., a letter from the Superintendent of the 
Telegraph Company at Jamaica. 

Immediately sent a telegram, and at XO p.m. dispatched the ''Niobe " to St. Jago 
de Cuba with the orders. , 

The remaining inclosures will speak for themselves, and beyond them I have no 
information. 

If these telegraphic communications are correct, it appears that, amongst the 
many executions which have taken place nine British subjects have been included, and 
that the fate of the remaining seven is, at best, doubtful. 

I am unable, as yet, to report when the " Virginius '' was captured ; but there is 
little doubt that the capture was effected on the high seas. She is reported to have had 
on board 100 Cubans, besides a crew of 60. 

Notwithstanding the throwing overboard of arms before capture, I apprehend 
the*' Virginius'' might fairly be considered by the Spanish " to be an enemy vesseL" 
But I forbear to express my opinion as to the legality of the execution, simply submitting 
that they were, at least, cruel and impolitic. 



[ndosure 2 in No. 19. 

Orders addressed to Commodore Sir L. Loraine. 

By A. F. B. de Horsey, Esq. 

YOU are to proceed in Her Majesty's ship '* Niobe," under your command, with 
all despatch, to St. Jago de Cuba, putting yourself in communication with the Acting 
yice-Ck)nsul at once on arrival. 
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2. By the inclosed copy of a letter from Mr. Gntteres, you will perceive that it is 
alleged that the United States' steamer " Virginiiis " was captured on the high seas, 
and that her crew, including some British subjects, were to be shot to-morrow. 

3. I have telegraphed to the Acting Vice-Consul, desiring him to communicate to 
the Spanish authorities a protest on my part against the summary execution of any 
British subjects who may have been captured in the " Virginius." 

4. Herewith you will receive a copy of an Admiralty letter, dated 13th August, 
1869, with its inclosures, by which you will learn the views of Her Majesty's Government 
upon certain points in the Proclamation of General Caballero de Rodas of 7th July, 
1869, and which I have inclosed for your information, as they bear somewhat upon tlie 
present case. 

5. Upon learning the circumstances attending the capture it will be desirable that 
you should take any steps in your power to urge upon the authorities, in the first place, 
full consideration of the rights of the British subjects, and secondly, the exercise of 
clemency to subjects of a friendly State. 

6. You will, if requisite, point out that not only was General Dulce's proclamation 
of SMth March, 1869, abrogated by General Caballero de Rodas, but that Her Majesty's 
Government do not admit any right on the part of the Spanish Government to chase or 
capture neutral vessels beyond their own territorial limits, viz., three miles from shore. 

7. So again, Her Majesty's Government urge that the Spanish Government claims 
to treat the crews of vessels carrying contraband as enemies is not supported by any 
recognized rule of international law. 

8. In short, you will make it your endeavour to save British subjects, if* any, from 
what appears to be most unjustifiable harsh treatment. They have no doubt offended 
against Spanish law, but not to an extent to warrant the punishment of death; and 
if such penalty be inflicted, a heavy responsibility will lie with the Spanish authorities. 

9. Communicate by telegraph your arrival, and afterwards, if necessary, and after 
remaining at St. Jago so long as, and no longer, than this service requires, you will 
return to Jamaica. 

Given under my hand, on board the ^'Aboukir,'* at Jamaica, this 6tli day of 

November, 1873. 

(Signed) A. F. R. DE HORSEY. 

To Sir Lambton Loraine, Bart, 

Commander of Her Majesty's ship ^'Niobe.'* 
By command of the Commodore, 

(Signed) Chas. R. Drew, Secretary. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 19. 

Mr. Chitteres to Commodore de Horsey. 

The West Indian and Panama Telegraph Company (Limited)^ 
Sir, Kingston, Jamaica, November 6, 1873. 

MR. MASON, the Acting-Consul at Santiago, telegraphs requesting me to inform 
you that the crew of the " Virginius " are to be shot to-morrow, and asking your advice 
and action on behalf of the British subjects on board. 

The vessel was captured on the high seas under American colours, but the Spanish 
Governor declares her a pirate and refuses to liberate on application of the United 
States' Consul. 

M. de Cordova, who brings this, is the consignee of the vessel, and is very anxious 

for the lives of the men. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. GUTTERES. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 19. 

Commodore de Horsey to Vice^Conml Ramsden, 

(Telegraphic.) Jamaica, November 6, 1873. 

ACQUAINT authorities Commodore protests against execution of British subjects 
captured in " Virginius." Make every effort to delay execution until arrival of ** Niobe" 
to-morrow. 



m:m^'^uimm-»^^^''j ■* 
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Inclosare 5 in No« 19. 

Vice^Cansul Ramsden to Commodore de Horsey. 

(Telegraphic.) Santiago ^ November 7, 1873. 

HAVE seen Governor and naval anthority, who say they act under superior 
orders, and cannot delay sentence of court-martial whatever it may be. 



Inclosure 6 in No. 19. 

Vice-consul Ramsden to Commodore de Horsey. 

(Telegraphic.) Santiago, November 7, 1873. 

MARINE authority inform me that sixteen of *' Virginius " crew claiming to be 
Britisli subjects will be shot this afternoon. Have protested, requesting delay as 
ordered. Would recommend that should you wish to communicate further to Govern- 
ment you should do so direct to save time. 



Inclosure 7 in No. 19. 
Commodore de Horsey to (Governor Sir J. P. Grant. 

(Telegraphic.) Jamaica, November 7, 1873. 

IN the interests of friendly relations between our respective Governments, I request 
your Excellency will stop the execution of British subjects captured in '' Virginius" 
until Captain of Britannic ship ^^Niobe " has communicated. 

^'Niobe " will arrive at Santiago to-day. 



Inclosure 8 in No. 1 9. 
Mr. Mason to Mr. Gutteres. 



(Telegraphic.) Jamaica, November 7, 1873. 

TELL Commodore Consul says hears thirty-five of crew sentenced to be shot this 
evening or to-morrow morning. Attitude of authorities very stiff, will brook no inter- 
ference; fear ^'Niobe" will not be able to obtain anything. No doubt British subjects 
there. 



Inclosure 9 in No. 19. 
Vice-Consul Ramsden to Governor Sir J. P. Grant and Commodore de Horsey. 

(Telegraphic.) Santiago, November 7, 1873, 3 p.m. 

GOVERNOR refuses delay execution, which is to take place in an hour. '*Niobe 
not arrived. 



Inclosure 10 in No. 1 9. 



Commander-in-chief of Department to Commodore Ingles. 
(Translation.) 
(Telegraphic.) November 7, 1873. 

1 HAVE no power to accede to the petition which your Excellency makes me ; the 
law must be accomplished. 
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Inclosure 11 in No. 19. 

Mr. Qutteres to Commodore de Horsey. 

The West Indian and Panama Telegraph Company (Ijimited)^ 
Sir, Kingston, Jamaica, November 8, 1873. 

I HAVE received information that thirty-eight of the crew, including captain ot 
" Virginius," have been shot, and all the rest on board, except eleven Cubans and three 
boys, are condemned to death. "Niobe" not arrived. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. GUTTERES. 



Inclosure 12 in No. 19. 

Commodore Sir L. Loraine to Commodore de Horsey. 

(Telegraphic.) November 8, 1873. 

ARRIVED here this morning. 



Inclosure 13 in No. 19. 

Commodore Sir L. Loraine to Commodore de Horsey. 

(Telegraphic.) November 9, 1873. 

Saturday. — SEVEN British subjects remain; Governor promised no executions 
to-day. Nothing further. 

No. 20. 
Mr. Layard to Earl Granville. ^^(Received December 3.) 

My Lord, Madrid, November 25, 1873. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's despatch of the 15th instant, 
with reference to the execution of British subjects taken on board the " Virginius " by a 
Spanish vessel of war, and I have, in pursuance to your Lordship's instructions, addressed 
a note on the subject to the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs, of which I inclose a 
copy. 

Sefior Castelar has promised that an answer shall be returned to my communication, 
and I had hoped to have been able to send it to your Lordship by this messenger, but I 
have not yet received it. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' a'. H. LAYARD. 



Inclosure in No. 20. 

Mr. Layard to Sefior Castelar. 

M. le Ministre, Madrid, November 20, 1873. 

THE attention of Her Majesty's Government having been called to the captiu-e by 
a Spanish gun-boat of the steamer " Virginius," a nd the execution at Santiago de Cuba 
of some of the persons found on board her, the Acting British Consul-General was 
instructed by telegraph on the 11th instant to watch the case, to obtain a fair trial for 
any British subjects who might be among the prisoners. 

A telegram was received in reply from Her Majesty's Consul stating that the chase 
of the " Virginius " began, and her capture was effected on the high seas, that in spite 
of the efforts of the Governor of Jamaica, and of a protest made through the Vice-Consul, 
sixteen British subjects forming part of the crew of the " Virginius " were shot on the 
7th instant, and that there were still seven British subjects remaining among the 
prisoners, of whom six are under age. 

Her Majesty's Government have received this intelligence with the greatest concern, 
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and I have been instmcted by Earl Granvine to state to the Spanish Grovernment iha 
while reserving at present the question of the executions which have already taken placet 
Her Majesty's Government will hold the Spanish Government and all the persons 
concerned responsible for any further executions of British subjects under the circum- 
stances stated by Her Majesty's Ck)nsul. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. LA YARD. 



No. 21. 

Lord Tenterden to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 3, 1 873. 

I HAVE laid before Earl Granville your letter of the 29tli ultimo inclosing copies 
of a despatch and its inclosures from Commodore de Horsey, relative to the capture of 
the " Virginius'* and the execution of a portion of her crew at Santiago de Cuba. 

I am to request that you will state to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that, 
in Lord Granville's opinion, the conduct of Commodore de Horsey, as reported in his 
above-mentioned despatch, merits their Lordships' approval. 

1 am, &c. 
(Signed) TENTRRDEN. 



No. 22. 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. Herbert. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 3, 1873. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 29th ultimo I am directed by Earl Granville 
to transmit to you a copy of a despatch Avhich his Lordship addressed to the Acting 
British Consul-General at the Havana on the 15th ultimo, desiring him to explain why 
he did not report immediately by telegraph the capture of the " Virginius," the 
proceedings in connection therewith, and the execution of the British subjects taken on 
board her.* 

I am to request that, in laying this letter before the Earl of Kimberley, you will 
suggest to his Lordship that a similar inquiry should be addressed to the Governor of 
Jamaica, unless Lord Kimberley is already in possession of information whicii would 
explain why Sir Peter Grant did not immediately report the intelligence which he 
received on the 6th ultimo. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) TENTERDEN. 



Ko. 23. 
Afr. Layard to Earl Granville. — {Received December 11.) 

My Lord, Madrid^ November 29, 1873. 

WITH reference to my despatch of 25th instant, I have the honour to inclose 
translation of a note from Sefior Carvajal, informing me that the British subjects 
surviving out of those who formed part of the crew and passengers of the " Virginius," 
are at the disposal of the United States' Government, because they were captured on 
board the said American vessel ; and that the Spanish Government proposes at once to 
order an investigation into all these matters, from whicli it will be seen whether the 
families of the British subjects sentenced to death have a riglit to indemnification. 

The statement of Sefior Carvajal as to tlie indemnity to be paid to the families of 
British subjects, who were executed at Santiago, does not quite correspond with what he 
told me yesterday. T understood him clearly to say that the Spanish Government 
recognized the principle tliat indemnity was due to them, and that it was the question of 
of the amount of that indemnity whicli was to be decided after inquiry. 

I have, &c- 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 

• No. (J. 
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Tnclosure in No. 23. 

Seiior Carvajal to Mr. Layard. 
(Translation.) 
Sir, Madrid, November 28, 1873. 

IN due course I received your Excellency's note concerning the Britiah subjects who 
were on board the "Virginias/' and I have deferred answering it, because the Govern- 
ment of the Republic desired to be able to communicate to your Excellency a satisfac- 
tory solution. 

Thus, 1 have now the greatest satisfaction in being able to inform your Excellency 
that tho British subjects surviving out of those who formed part of the crew and 
passengers of the "Virginias," are at the disj;)Osal of the United States' Government, 
because they were captured on board the said American vessel. 

Tlie Government proposes at once to order an investigation into all these matters^ 
from whicli it will he seen whether the families of the British subjects sentenced to death 
have a riglit to indemnitication. 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) J. DE CARVAJAL. 



No. 24. 

Earl Crranville to Mr. Layard. 

Sir^ Foreign Office^ December 8, 1873, 

J HAVE to state to you that your proceedings, as reported relative to the case of 
tlic " Virgmius," are approved by Her Majesty's Government. 

I am, &LC. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 

No. 25. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Crawford. 

Sir, Foreign Office ^ December 5, 1873. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 15th ultimo, inclosing a Report from 
the Acting British Vice-Consul on the capture of the " Virginius," and the execution of 
certain persons taken on board her, including sixteen British subjects. 

I have to instruct you to convoy to Mr. Brooks my approval of the efforts which he 
made to save the lives of the British subjects in question. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
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No. 26. 

List forwarded by Mr. Crawford, the Acting British Consul-General at the Havana, of 
British subjects belonging to the crew of the " Virginius " who were shot at Santiago 
de Cuba on the 7th ultimo, and of those who remained in prison on the Sth ultimx)* 
"^(Received December 6, 1873). 



Shot on the 7th November : 

James Floody, Second Mate. 
Henry Kin?, Assistant Engineer. 
Thomas .Griggs, of Barbados, fireman, 
Frank Good, Sierra Leone, fireman. 
Barney Herrald^ Ireland, fireman. 
Henry Frank, Barbados, coal-trimmer. 
James Read, Sierra Leone, coal-trimmer. 
Samuel Hard; Nassau, N.P., coal-trimmer. 



Alfred Heisell, coal-trimmer. 
Walter F. Prince, coal-trimmer, 
Geoge Thomas, coal-trimmer. 
Thomas Walter, Chief Steward. 
Simon Broom, Second Steward. 
William Rose, seaman. 
Henry Bond, Seaman. 
George Thompson^ seaman. 



Remaining in prison on the Sth November : 

William Curtis, coloured, 22 years. I William Marsall, negro, 10 years. 



Samuel Hall, coloured, 19 years. 
Sidney Robertson, 19 years, 
George Winster, negro, 16 years. 



Abraham Pinton, coloured, 15 years. 
George Burke, coloured, 13 years 
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No. 27. 

Sir JB. Thornton to Earl Granville. — (Received December 7.) 

(Extract.) Washington, November 24, 1873. 

WITH reference to my despatches of the 17th and 18th instant, I have now the 
honour to inclose an extract from a Washington newspaper containing what purports 
to be the protest of Captain Fry, late of the " Virginius/* taken before the United 
States' Consul at Santiago, shortly before his execution. 

In this protest it is stated that at the time of the capture the " Virginius " was about 
eighteen miles from Morant Point, at the eastern extremity of Jamaica. In the Spanish 
official report it is alleged that she was about six miles from the coast of Jamaica. 
Indeed, it is now generally conceded that she was not within British waters at the time, 
and that from the moment of being first seen by the " Tornado " to that of her capture, 
she was on the high seas. 



Inclosure in No. 27. 
Extract from the ^^ Daily National Repvblican^^ of November 21, 1873. 

ABOUT midday of the 7th instant the Fiscal or prosecutor in the case, Captain 
J. M. Autran, of the gun-boat '* Cuba Espanolo," handed to the Vice-Consul, Mr. Schraitt, 
a permission from the captain of the port and commandant of marine, Don Roman 
Brandaris, to call and see Captain Fry at the jail, who desired to see the Consul. The 
latter immediately proceeded to the jail, where, after the usual formaUties, he was 
admitted to see Captain Fry, who informed him that he had been asking for that privilege, 
or that right rather, ever since he had been first brought to that port, but witliout avail, 
and he liad only been granted this boon now within a few hours of liis death, as he was 
to be shot at 4 o'clock, and desired to make his declaration and protest, having been 
captured, with his steamer, upon the high seas, and therefore protested against all and 
every part of the proceedings. The protest was concluded at about 2 p.m., and the Consul 
immediately transmitted a copy to General Burriel. The declaration and protest of 
Captain Joseph Fry before the United States' Vice-Consul, after being sentenced to 
death, in substance as follows : — 

That he was the master of the American steamer ** Virginius,^' which had all her 
papers in complete order, especially the register of the steamer, crew list and articles, 
passenger list, clearance from Kingston, as also despatch from the Custom-house, &c. 
Sailed on the 23rd of October, 1870, with all his crew and about 108 passengers; after 
a few hours at sea sprung a leak, and put into Port Haytion for repairs ; sailed from 
the port of Cuimit, of that island, on the 30th day of October, and, while between the 
islands of Cuba and Jamaica, about twenty m»les or more from Cuba, was chased by a 
steamer, and overtaken and captured about eighteen miles north of Morant Point, east 
end of the island of Jamaica, about 10 o'clock at night, the Spanish vessel previously 
firing several shots over the *^ Virginius '' and compelling them to surrender. The 
steamer was then taken possession of by a boarding officer, who stated that he did so on 
his own responsibility, knowing her to be an American vessel and under the protection 
of the flag of the United States of America. The master. Joseph Fry, with tlie crew 
and passengers, were placed under guard, and all brought into the port of Santiago de 
Cuba on the 1st day of November. 

On the evening of the same day, after having delivered over all the papers belonging 
to the " Virginus," he was refused permission to apply to his Consul for aid and protection, 
and this was only granted him after being condemned to death with the major part of 
his crew, under no known public law or pretext ; and, as Captain Fry was hurried to 
make his preparations for death, he could make no further statement, but declared that 
the foregoing is his true declaration, which he signed in jail at 2 o'clock on the 
7th November, 1873, two hours previous to his execution. 

This protest was approved by several of the foreign Consuls, with whom Mr. Schmitt 
advised. But liis Excellency, Governor Burriel, was highly incensed at the Consul's 
action, and informed him he had demanded the revocation of his exequatur. 
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No. 28. 
Acting Consul-General Crawford to Earl Granville. — (Received December 8.) 

My Lord, Havana, November 20, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour of laying before your Lordship a copy of the protest which, 
in obedience to your Lordship's telegram of the 17th instant, I sent into the Captain- 
General of Cuba, yesterday, regarding the executions of British subjects at St, Jago, in 
connection with the seizure of the steamer " Virginius." 

I have endeavoured to couch my letter to his Excellency in the most courteous 
and clearest language possible; and I trust that it will meet with your Lordship's 
approval. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 



Inclosure in No, 28. 
Acting ConsuUGeneral Crawford to the Captain- General of Cuba. 

Excellency, HavonPj November 19, 1873. 

I REGRET very much that the first official communication which I have the 
honour of addressing to your Excellency should be on such a distressing subject as that 
of the recent summary executions of British subjects at Santiago de Cuba. 

Without entering into the questions that have arisen regarding the seizure of the 
*' Virginius,'* and the charge of piracy that has been brought against said vessel and all 
on board — questions which will be fully discussed by our respective Governments — ^it is 
my duty, in the strict pursuance of the instructions I have received from Earl Granville, 
Her Britannic Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to enter a 
most solemn protest, which I now do, against the executions that have already occurred 
at Santiago of the British subjects who formed part of the crew of that vessel, not only 
on account of the nature of the charge brought against them, and the circumstances of 
their seizure, trial, conviction, and execution, but likewise for depriving them of all chance 
of intervention on the part of Her Majesty's Government towards procuring for them that 
highest of all prerogatives, clemency or pardon. 

The earnest appeals of his Excellency the Governor of Jamaica, of Commodore 
De Horsey, and of the Acting Vice-Consul, for a respite in the execution of the terrible 
sentence, were wholly unheeded by Brigadier-General Burriel, a circumstance which, in 
addition to others, renders the whole proceeding the more deplorable. 

I am further instructed to acquaint your Excellency that Her Majesty's Grovem- 
ment has informed Sefior Castelar that they will hold the Government of Spain, and all 
persons concerned, responsible for any further executions of British subjects in this 
island. 

In fulfilling these instructions of my Government I beg to do so with the utmost 
respect towards your Excellency and the Spanish Executive, assuring you of the profound 
regard with which I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 



Bo. 29. 
Acting Consul- General Crawford to Earl Granville. — {Received December 8.) 

(Extract.) Havana^ November 20, 1873. 

WITH reference to previous despatches, I beg to rectify the number of executions 
therein reported to have taken place at Santiago de Cuba. 

According to the reports Which were published here iu the oflicial paper the '* Diario 
de la Marina," it was generally believed that 110 out of the 165 prisoners of the 
'' Virginius " had been shot ; but it now appears that this is a mistake, the total number 
executed being fifty-three, amongst whom wore the master and thirty-six of the crew. 

In justice to General Jovellar, I beg to state that I do not believe he could have 
saved the lives of these unfortunate men, for the news of their execution reached Havana 
before any counter-orders could have arrived at Santiago. 

[90] G 
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Since the massacre of the crew on the 7th instant, no further executions have taken 
place. 

I hare asked the Spanish Admiral here for a list of all the British subjects who 
were on board of the '* Virginius," specifying their respective ages, &c., as I find by the 
newspaper reports that Ezekiel Durham, coal-trimmer, native of Turk's Island, was 
executcnl, his name not being in the list of British subjects furnished by the authorities 
to the Vice-Consul at Santiago de Cuba, but the Admiral has not yet answered my 
application. 



No. 30. 

Mr^ Layard to Earl Ghanville. — {Received December 8.) 

My Lord, Madrid, December 3, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose translation of the Circular which the Spanish 
Government has sent to all the Provincial authorities in Spain, announcing the termina- 
tion of the " Virginius " question. 

I have Sec* 
(Signed) ' A. H. LAYARD. 



Inclosure in No. 30. 

Circular. 

(Translation.) 

THE dispute with the United Stales raised by the capture of the " Virginius," has 
been arranged in a manner highly honourable to both countries. The Government of 
the Republic will give up the steamer " Virginius '' and the survivors of the crew to 
the United States. The saluting of the North American flag and other demands made 
by that nation will be settled by diplomacy. The danger of war, which would have 
been disastrous, has disappeared, and Spain may nourish the hope of soon seeing her 
precious Antille at peace. 



No. 31. 
Earl Qranville to Mr. Layard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 8, 1873. 

1 HAVE received and laid before the Queen your despatches; and I have to state 
to you that Her Majesty's Government approve your proceedings, as reported therein, 
with regard to the case of the " Virginius." 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 



No. 32. 
Earl OranvUle to Acting ConsuU General Crawford. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 15, 1873. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 20th ultimo, and I have to state 
that I approve the note, copy of which was inclosed therein, addressed by you on the 
19th to the Captain-General of Cuba, relative to the execution of British^subjects at 
Santiago de Cuba. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
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No. 33. 
Acting ConsuU General Crawford to Earl Granville.-^ (^Received December 16.) 

(Extract.) Havana, November 29, 1873. 

J HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a copy of the correspon- 
dence which has passed between me and Mr. Acting Vice-Consul Brooks and the autho- 
rities at Santiago de Cuba concerning the British subjects of the *' Virginias/' 

The Captain-General has not yet answered my letter of the 1 9th instant. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 33. 
Acting Consul- General Crawford to Acting Vice- Consul BrooJcs. 

(Extract.) Havana^ November 15, 1873. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, and its inclo- 
sures, copies of which I forwarded to-day to Earl Granville, regarding the capture of the 
steamer " Virginius,** and the fearful tragedy which has followed it. 

The suspension of telegraphic communication between Havana and Santiago has 
occurred at a most unfortunate period, although, even had the cable been in working 
order, I doubt whether the lives of the victims would have been saved. 

Your action appears to me satisfactory, although it would have been better had you 
. made inquiry from the first as to the existence of any British «(ubjects among the crew or 
passengers. 



Indance 2 in No. 33. 
Acting Consul-GenercU Crawford to Acting Vice-Consul Brooke. 

Sir, , Havana, November 15, 1873. 

I AM instnicted by telegram just received from Earl Granville to inform you that 
Her Majesty's Government will hold that of Spain, and all persons concerned, responsible 
for any further executions of British subjects at Santiago de Cuba. 

You will communicate this determination of Her Majesty's Government to the 
Governor and the naval authorities at Santiago, and you will immediately endeavour to 
ascertain what is meant to be done with the British subjects remaining of the steamer 
" Virginius." 

I am. &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 33. 
Acting ConsuU General Orwwford to Acting Vice-Consul Brooks. 

Sir, Havana, November 18, 1873. 

ON the 16th instant I informed you that Her Majesty *s Government, reserving the 
question of the executions that have already occurred, will hold the Spanish Government, 
and all persons concerned, responsible for any further executions of British subjects, and 
I instructed you to communicate this determination to the authorities at Santiago. I have 
now to inform you that, on the representation of Her Majesty's Minister at Madrid, Sefior 
Castelar at once wrote a telegram ordering Gexieral Jovellar to suspend all further 
executions of British subjects or of any other persons. 

This telegram probably reached the Captain-General in time to catch the last mail 
for Santiago. 

I request you to ascertain, if possible, by personal interview (or through Mr. Mason) 
with the prisoners, where the " Virginius " was when captured, and any remarkable 
incidents of her voyage from the time of her departure from Kingston. 

1 also request you to send me a correct list of the British subjects ex " Virginius," 
i^ecifying their ages and place of Nrth, and ako what is intended to be done with the 
survivors. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 

U it 
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Inclosme 4 in No. 33. 
Acting Vice*Consul Brooks to Acting Consul^General Crawford. 

Sir, Santiago de Cuba, November 16, 1873. 

I BEG to continue the account of what has taken place in the ^^ Virginins " afiair, 
which I b^an in my previous despatch. 

I am happy to say that up to now there have been no further executions, and am 
inclined to attribute this cessation to the moral effect produced by the presence here of 
Her Majesty's ship "Niobe/^ and to the Commodore's protest, which, although 
unattended to in the case of the sixteen unfortunates shot last Friday (7th), no doubt 
caused some reflection on the part of the authorities, and thereby caused, at all events, a 
pause in the wholesale execution. 

My connection with the matter has, since the arrival of the *^ Niobe," been Umited 
to accompanying Captain Loraine on a visit to the prisoners, of whom seven appear to 
be British subjects. 

Meanwhile Captain Loraine has carried on a correspondence with the Governor on 
behalf of the seven British subjects in question, limiting hinxself to press that they 
should not be executed. 

Governor Burriel insisted, not only on his right, but also on his intentioD, to shoot 
whoever should be condemned by the Court Martial; but in his reply to the last 
communication of Captain Loraine has finally ag;reed to refer the matter to tlie Captain- 
General, who, I doubt not, will be open to reason in the matter. 

Her Majesty's ship " Woodlark" arrived here on the evening of Friday, the 14th, 
and left for Manzanillo yesterday forenoon. 

The United States' ship "Wyoming" arrived here to-day from Aspinwall, vid Port 
Royal. 

I anticipate exceedingly disagreeable correspondence between her Commander and 
^he Governor. 

I have &c* 
(Signed) ' THEODORE BROOKS. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 33. 



Acting Vice-^Consul Brooks to Acting Consul^GeneraJ Crawford. 

(Extract.) Santiago de Cuba, November 23, 1873. 

I HAVE received your two communications of the 15th instant, and, in accordance 
with the instructions contained in the second of them, I at once communicated to General 
Morales de los Rios and Captain Don Ramon Branderis, Chief Military and Naval 
Authorities here, the determination of Her Majesty's Government to hold that of Spain, 
and every person concerned, responsible for any further executions of British subjects in 
this town. • 

I inclose herewith copies of my communications to these two oflBcers and their 
respective replies ; the latter, as you will observe, shifts, as usual, everything on the 
superior authorities. 

With regard to my apparent tardiness in the matter, I can only reply that I acted 
for what I considered to be the best, and with due reflection. As I have already stated, 
I carefully watched the proceedings of the United States' Consul, who advised me of 
every step he took ; and on the receipt by him of General Burriel's communication I 
considered, firstly, that no extreme measures could be intended by that officer, seeing; 
that he accused Mr. Schmit of giving undue importance to the matter, conceding to it 
the honours of an official despatch, when an informal personal interview would have 
sufficed ; and, secondly, that any action at all on my part, while not benefitting (as it 
would not have benefitted) the prisoners, would have certainly entailed for me a reply of 
a like kind to that which Mr. Schmit received, and a consequent further complication 
which it was better to avoid. I must therefore repeat that no action of mine could have 
saved the lives of those unfortunates ; as it is not to be supposed that any more attention 
would liave been paid to my earlier eflforts than was shown to the latter ones of the 
Gi)vcrnor of Jamaica and Commodore de Horsey, which, as well as the first endeavours 
of Captain Loraine on behalf of the remaining prisoners, were treated with little short of 
contempt. 

I would further take the liberty of remarking that this Vice-Consulate has always 
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been persistent in its efforts against the Spanish pretensions of trying foreign subjects by 
secret military Courts, and without Consular interference, and has not always been 
entirely sustained in such endeavours ; the tone, for instance, of your official despatch of 
13th May, 1873, being decidedly adverse to them, and causing me to proceed in this 
matter with the utmost caution. 

I beg to continue the narration of what is passing here. 

As I anticipated, the communications which passed between the Commander of the 
United States' ship " Wyoming " and General Burriel were of the most disagreeable 
character ; the former, after a careful recapitulation of the case of the '* Virginius," aud 
of points of International Law bearing thereon, stigmatizing as murder the execution of 
her captain and crew ; and the latter, while protesting against the term used, transferred 
it to the execution of Captain Jack and other Modocs. 

Early on Wednesday afternoon Commodore de Horsey arrived in the " Danae." 
General Bnrriel, who has fixed his departure for Havana, by the steamer " Trinidad,'** 
at 5 P.M. that day, embarked nearly three hours before the steamer started, without any 
publicity, and presumedly with a view to avoid the possibility of an interview with the^ 
Commodore. That officer despatched the *' Woodlark," which liad meanwhile returned 
from Manzanillo, to Cienfuegos, with despatches for conveyance thence by rail to* 
Havana. 

Next day he called, accompanied by me, on General Morales de los Rios, and in 
the course of that interview impressed upon that official the extreme gravity of the step 
of his predecessor. As Commodore de Horsey proposed returning to Jamaica in the 
mornings General Morales repaid his visit the same afternoon. 

Next day the Commodore sailed, leaving a despatch directed to General Morales, 
in which he severely censured General Burriel's conduct, and expressed his hopes that 
nothing would happen to the remaining British prisoners. 

The " Niobe " still remains here. 

Declarations are still being taken from the prisoners, and it is apparently intended 
to try them by Court Martial, although I doubt that there will be any more executions. 

The steamer from Havana due this morning has not yet arrived. When she does^ 
I vdll no doubt receive further instructions from you on the subject. 



Inclosure 6 in No. 33. 
Acting Vice-Consul Brooks to the Governor of Santiago de Cuba. 

Most Excellent Sir, Santiago de Cuba, November 21,1 873, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that 1 have received, through Her 
Majesty's Consul-General at Havana, telegraphic instructions from Earl Granville, Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to inform the Spanish 
miUtary and naval authorities here that Her Majesty's Government, while reserving the 
question of the executions that have already taken place for future consideration, will 
hold the Spanish Government and all persons concerned responsible for any further 
executions of British subjects. 

And in pursuance of my duty I herewith acquaint your Excellency with the above 
determination of Her Majesty's Government, earnestly requesting your Excellency will 
give to same the consideration it merits. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THEODORE BROOKS. 



Inclosure 7 in No. 33. 

Acting Vice-Consul Brooks to the Captain of the Port of Santiago. 

Sir, Santiago de Cuba, November 21, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Honour that I have received, through Her 
Majesty's Consul-General at Havana, telegraphic instructions from Earl Granville, Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to inform the Spanish 
military and naval authorities that Her Majesty's Government, with reference to the 
prisoners of the ^* Virginius,'* while reserving the question of the executions which have 
already taken place for future consideration, will hold the Spanish Government and all 
persons concerned responsible for any further execution of British subjects. 
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And in pursuance of my duty I herewith acquaint your Honour with the above 
determination of Her Majesty's Government^ earnestly requesting your Honour will 
'gi¥e to same the consideration it merits. 

T have oLCa 
(Signed) ' THEODORE BROOKS. 



Inclosure 8 in No. 33. 
Oovemor of Santiago de Cuba to Acting VicC'Consul Brooks. 

(Translation.) Cuba, November 21, 1873. 

I HAVE received your courteous communication of this date, and I notice the 
instructions which you have received from his Excellency, the Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs of Her Britannic Majesty, through the Consul-General at 
Havana, and, in reply, 1 shall only say that I shall carry out the instructions which I 
may receive from his Excellency the Captain General. of this Island, to whom I trans- 
mit to-day a copy of your courteous communication. 

God preserve, &c. 

The Brigadier Acting Commandant-General, 

(Signed) ADOLFO MORALE DE LOS RIOS. 



Inclosure 9 in No. 33. 

Captain of the Port of Santiago de Cuba to Acting Vice-Consul Brooks. 

(Translation.) Cuba, November 22, 1873, 

I HAVE received your courteous communication of yesterday acquainting me with 
the instructions which you have received from Earl Granville, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, regarding subjects of the filibuster 
steamer '^ Virginius " who are in prison ; but in acknowledging its receipt, I must state, 
for your information, that my authority, depending solely on his Excellency the Admiral 
commanding this Station, I cannot do otherwise than carry out the instructions the said 
superior authority may be pleased to give me. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) RAMON BRANDARIS. 



No. 34. 

Sir E. Thornton to Earl GranviUe. — (Received December 1 6.) 

My Lord, Washington, December 2, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose three printed copies of the President's Message 
which was read in Congress this afternoon. I have but just received it, and have not 
yet had time to read it. 

Annexed to it is the Protocol containing the terms of the agreement between Spain 
and the United States, which, as I have already informed your Lordship, was signed on 
the 29th ultima 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' EDWD. THORNTON. 



laclosure ia No. 34. 



■ 

Protocol of the Conference held at the Department of State, Washington, on the 29th of 
November, 1873, between Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State, and Rear-Admiral Don 
Jose Polo de Bernabe, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of Spain. 

THE Undersigned, having met for the purpose of entering into a definitive agree- 
ment respecting the case of the steamer •* Virginius," which, while under the flag of the 
United States, was, on the 3 1st day of October last, captured on the high seas by the 
Spanish man^f-var ^ Tornado," have reached the follomng conclusion : — 

Spam, on her part, stipulates to restore forthwith the vessel referred to, and thft 



47 

survivors of her passengers and crew, and on the 25th day of December next to salate 
the flag of the United States. If, however, before that date, Spain should prove, to the 
satisfaction of the Government of the United States, that the *^ Virginius " was not 
entitled to carry the flag of the United States, and was carrying it at the time of her 
capture, witliout right, and improperly, the salute will be spontaneously dispensed with, 
as in such case not being necessarily requirable ; but the United States will expect in 
such case a disclaimer of intent of indignity to its flag in the act which was committed. 

Furthermore, if, on or before the 25th December, 1873, it shall be made to appear 
to the satisfaction of the United States that the ** Virginius" did not rightfully carry the 
American flag, and was not entitled to American papers, the United States will institute 
inquiry and adopt legal proceedings against the vessel, if it be found that she has 
violated any law of the United States, and against any of the persons who may appear 
to have been guilty of illegal acts connected therewith ; it being understood that Spain 
will proceed according to the second proposition made to General Sickles and communi- 
cated in his telegram, read to Admiral Polo on the 27th instant, to investigate the conduct 
of those of her authorities who have infringed Spanish laws or Treaty obligations, and 
arraign them before competent Courts, and inflict punishment on those who may have 
offended.- 

Other reciprocal reclamations to be the subject of consideration and arrangement 
between the two Governments ; and in case of no agreement, to be the subject of 
arbitration, if the constitutional assent of the Senate of the United States be given 
thereto. 

It is further stipulated that the time, manner, and place for the surrender of the 
"Virginius" and the survivors of those who were on board of her at the time of |her. 
capture, and also the time, manner, and place for the salute to the flag of the United 
States, if there should be occasion for such salute, shall be subject to arrangement 
between the Undersigned within the next two days. 

(Signed) HAMILTON FISH. 

JOSE POLO DE BERNABE. 



^No. 35. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Tenter den. — {Received December 16.) 

My Lord, Admiralty ^ December 15, 1873. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 7th instant, I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for Earl Granville's information, a copy of 
a despatch of the 24th November, and its inclosures, from the Commodore of Jamaica, 
in regard to his visit to St. Jago de Cuba in Her Majesty's ship " Danae," and his 
proceedings in consequence of the capture of the steamer " Virginius'* and the execution 
of a portion of her crew by the Spanish authorities. 

2. I am at the same time to observe, that the Commodore has stated in a letter, also 
of the 24th November, that '"he intended sending the "Danae" to Havana as soon as 
she could be got ready for sea, to co-operate with Her Majesty's Acting Consul-General 
in the affairs of the " Virginius." 

3. I am to request that the original inclosures to the Commodore^s despatch may 

be returned. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 



Inclosure in No. 85. 

Commodore de Horsey to Vice-Admiral Fanshawe. 

Sir, ^' Ahoukir^ at JamaicOy November 24, 1873. 

IN continuation of my letter of 9 th instant, I have the honour to report that, on the 
arrival of the "Danae," I hoisted by broad pendant on board that ship on the 18th 
instant and proceeded to St. Jago de Cuba. This course T adopted in the expectation 
that the presence of my broad pendant at St. Jago would insure the fulfilment of 
Governor Burriel's promise to Commander Sir L. Loraine, that no further executions of 
British subjects would take place without authority from the Captain-General of 
Havana. 
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2. An hour or two after my arrival at St. Jago, Governor Burriel (as I afterwards 
learnt) embarked on board the steamer which was to sail three hours later for Botabano, 
and accordingly left St. Jago that evening (the 19th instant). 

3. Considerable doubt appeared to exist whether the despatches and telegraphic 
messages of the British and United States' Consular Officers had been allowed to pass. 
I therefore sent the " Woodlark " with orders as per inclosure No. 3, on the morning of 
20th, with despatches from the Vice-Consul and the Commander of the United States' 
ship ''Wyoming," and also with my own despatch to the Acting Consul-General at 
Havana. 

4. On the 20th I paid an official visit to the Acting-Governor, Captain Brown of 
the "Danae," and Commander Sir L. Loraine, of the "Niobe," and Mr. Brooks, Her 
Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul accompanied me. The points I urged upon the Governor 
are chiefly embodied in a letter (inclosure No. 4) which I subsequently forwarded. 

5. 'Tne acting Governor assured me that no further steps would be taken against 
the British subjects held in custody until the receipt of orders from Havana, but he 
would noc accede to my request for the release of them. 

6. Being unable to obtain further concession without force, and having leanit by 
a copy of a letter addressed by the Consul-General at Havana to the Acting Vice-Consul 
at Santiago (inclosure No. 6) that Her Majesty's Government is deferring consideration 
of the executions which have taken place until the receipt of the Consul-General's official 
report. I left Commander Sir L. Loraine, in the ** Niobe/' to watch the progress of aflairs 
and returned to Port Royal, rehoisting my broad pendant on board the " Aboukir " on 
arrival on 22nd instant. 

7. Inclosures Nos. I and 2 are Sir L. Loraine's latest reports upon this affair. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' A. J. R. DE HORSEY. 



No. 36. 

Mr. Herbert to Lord Tenterden. — (Received December 17.) 

My Lord, Downing Street, December 17, 1873. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's letter of December 3, I am directed by die 
Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you, for the information of Earl Gran- 
ville, the inclosed copy of a despatch from Sir John Grant, relative to the seizure of 
the " Virginius," and reporting that a case of scabbards had been found, apparently 
having been thrown overboard, and inclosing affidavits as to the British nationality of 
some of the crew. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 36. 
Governor Sir J. P. Grant to the Earl of Kimherley. 

My Lord, King's House, November 21, 1873. 

IN continuation of my despatch of the 8th instant, I have the honour to forward here- 
with, to your Lordship a copy of a letter from the Customs officer at Port Antonio, 
reporting the circumstance of a case of bayonet scabbards having been picked up at sea 
off this island, near to Port Antonio, which is supposed to have been thrown overboard 
from the " Virginius " when she was chased by the Spanish war steamer. 

I also forward herewith the copy of a letter, dated the 12th November, from the 
Vice-Consul at Kingston for Spain, communicating, in connection with previous corre- 
spondence, the movements of the ^' Virginius " after she left Kingston on the 23rd October, 
and her capture by the Spanish gun-boat on the 31st October. 

3. I further beg to forward nine depositions taken on the 19th instant before the 
police magistrate at Kingston, from which it appears that, when the " Virginius " left 
Jamaica, there were at least fifteen British subjects on board amongst the crew, seven 
being natives of the United Kingdom, five nati\ es of Jamaica, and three of other British 
Possessions. 

I also inclose sixteen depositions to the fact of certain of the crew being British 
subjects, taken before Justices of the Peace independently through the instrumentality 
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of M . de Cordova, a merchant of Kingston, who was employed as the agent of the 
" Virginius " whilst she was at Kingston. 

According to published accounts, most, if not all, of these men were executed by 
the Spanish authorities at Santiago de Cuba in the most summary manner ; but, in 
respect of this, I have no doubt that precise information will be obtained and furnished 
to the Admiralty by Commodore de Horsey, who is now absent at Santiago de Cuba. 

As to where, and under what circumstances, the "Virginius*' was first sighted and 
chased by the Spaniards on the occasion on which she was captured, 1 have no 
information, and no positive information as to where she was actually captured. But the 
indications point to actual capture on the high seas, near this island. 

I have, &€• 
(Signed) J. P. GRANT. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 36. 
Mr. Pieters to Mr. Machglashan. 

Sir, Vice' Consulate of Spaing KingstoUy November 12, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 10th instant, 
in wliich you inform me, by direction of his Excellency the Governor that the arms and 
munitions of war landed here from the "Virginius " will not be allowed to be reshipped 
on board that vessel. That application has been made for permission to export these 
arms to Cuba in the schooner '^ Lizzie," but, as no special grounds have been adduced 
for this application, the Governor has not acceded to it. 

It is now my duty to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, 
that the steamer '* Virginius," having cleared at the Customs for Port Limon, with 
passengers, left this harbour on the evening of the 23rd ultimo, and on the night of the 
26th was on the coast of Cuba attempting to effect a landing ; being repulsed by troops 
on shore, and chased by the Spanish cruizers, she made for Port au Prince, Hayti, 
where she reached on the 27th. On the 28th she left that place again for the coast of 
Cuba, and on the 31st was captured by the Spanish war-steamer " Tornado," and taken 
to Santiiigo de Cuba. 

I learned with much regret, after the sailing of the " Virginius," that several natives 
of this island had been induced to ship on board that vessel ; whether they were made 
acquainted with the real character of the ^^ Virginius," and the illegal and hazardous 
voyage on which she was engaged, and accepted the risk, or whether the men had been 
deceived as to the real destination of the vessel, I think the consignee of the steamer ought 
to explain. 

If any breach of the Foreign Enlistment Act on the part of any vessel in tliese 
waters should come to my knowledge, I shall not fail to bring it to the notice of his 
Excellency the Governor ; but I have to observe that, in the present state of the law, 
tliough I may be morally certain of the hostile intention of a vessel, judging from her 
character and antecedents, yet the proof required may be of such a nature as to be 
difficult, if not impossible, to produce. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SIMON EMIL. PIETERS, 

Vice- CoTisul for Spain, Jamaica. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 36. 

Sergeant Campbell to Inspector Mc Grath. 

Sir, Constabulary Office, Manchioneal, November 8, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your information, that I was informed, by a 
letter from W. N. Jones,- Esq., tliat Rural Headman Chance reported to him, on the 
5th instant, that a case was found by James Holgate, John Williams, and Richard Burke, 
at sea, containing bayonet scabbards. Upon this report I immediately proceeded to 
Hector's River and got Headman Chance to accompany me, and we went to Williams- 
field Beach, wlicro the case was brought on shore and I found some bayonet-scabbards 
therein. 

The men stated that they found the case with one piece of the lid broken off, and 
for shortness they were placed in the custody of Headman Chance. I have sent out 
[901 H . 
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Constable Arthais on detection duty, and he has returned making his report that he 
cannot trace out as yet whether anything else was found in the case. The case was 
addressed to Port au Prince. 

I beg to forward you one of the scabbards for your inspection, and further beg lo 
say that myself and men are still on the alert if we can gather any facts as to whether 
ny other articles were in the case or not, and report to you accordingly. 

I humbly await any instructions you may think fit to give. 

I h&V6 &c 

^Signed) ' G. W. CAMPBELL 



The annexed report is forwarded for the information of the Collector of Taxes. 

(Signed) G. McG. 

November 10, 1873. 

On letter of Sergeant Campbell (Manchioneal) to Inspector McGrath, dated 
8th November, 1873, reporting the picking up at sea by three men of a case containing 
bayonet scabbards. 

Forwarded for information of Collector-General. Instructions respectfully requested. 
The case has not yet been brought into Port Antonio. 

(Signed) W. A. DOORLY, Acting-Collector. 

Port Antonio, November 11, 1873. 



Mr. Trenches Memorandum. 



Submitted for the information of the Governor. 

The Collector has been instructed to take charge of and keep the articles in safe 
custody of the police until the pleasure of his Excellency is promulgated. 

(Signed) D. P. T. 

November 11, 1873. 



The Colonial Secretary to the Collector- General. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary's Office, November 21, 1873. 

^ WITH reference to your Memorandum of the Uth instant, on the Minute of the 
Acting-Collector of Taxes at Port Antonio, reporting the finding of a case of bayonet 
scabbards near the coast of Manchioneal, I am desired by the Governor to request that 
you will instruct the Collector of Taxes to retain the articles in safe custody for the 
present. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' J.' MACHGLASHAN. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 36. 
Affidavits. 

ELLEN HOLMES on her oath saith as follows :— 

Am a widow. I reside in Tower Street, 24, corner of Charlotte Street, Kingston. 
Sidney Robertson Aitcheson is my grandson. His father is alive, and living in St. 
Catherine. His name is George Augustus Aitcheson. He is a planter. He lives at 
the Grove. My grandson shipped in the "Virginins'* as a servant. He told me he 
was going with General Nerona. He was 19 years old. He was born at Heathful 
Hill, in St. Thomas-in-the-East, Jamaica. His father and mother are natives of Jamaica. 
His mother Sarah Ann Aitcheson is dead ; her maiden name was Trott. He said that 
he was going to America to work. He shipped on board the *' Virginius ** as Sidney 
Robinson. 

(Signed^ ELLEN HOLMES. 



^'MMM.^lAM^MaMMMMIWMMMI^ 



51 

Charles Ansell, on his oath, saith as follows :— 

I am a tavern-keeper in Kingston ; I knew Thomas W. Williams ; I knew him in 
Australia in 1867 or 1868. He went home from there to England in Her Majesty's 
ship *^ Challenger," as ward-room steward. He was a native of Manchester, in England. 
He shipped in the '* Virginius" as chief steward. 

I knew James Hoddy in Jamaica. He told me he was a Cumberland man. I knew 
him in 1869 in Kingston. He was a seaman. He shipped in the " Virginius" as second mate. 

I knew Alfred Hazell or HaiscL He shipped on board the " Virginius ; " I don't 
know in what capacity ; I think, as fireman. He told me his father and mother kept a 
public-house in Hastings, called the " Swan." He was a seaman on board of a British 
vessel, the *^ Peterburgh." He left a few months ago. 

. I knew W. F. Price. He was a seaman on board the '^ Peterburgh." He told me 
he was a Devonport man. He shipped on board the " Virginius " either as fireman or 
seaman. 

I knew Bernard Heron. He shipped on board the " Virginius " as fireman. He 
belonged to the "Belize," British steamer. He was an Irishman; he said so, and I knew 
it by his speech, 

I knew Henry M. Bond. He shipped in the "Virginius" as seaman. He was an 
Englishman ; he was from the West of England, I think. He was employed on board 
the " Dacia '* as lamp-trimmer. 

(Signed) CHARLES ANSELL. 



James Young Allen, on his oath, saith as follows : — 

I reside at the Sailors' Home, Kingston ; I am the Collector there. I knew William 
Beynard, Henry King, Thomas Lindsay, and Thomas W. Williams. 

William Beynard came to Kingston from Port-au-Prince about two months ago. He 
was shipwrecked at Jacmel, in the brig " Isabella." He lodged at the Sailor's Home. His 
board was paid for by Mr. Gillard, the shipping-master, as a distressed British seaman. 
His native place was Nova Scotia ; he told me so. He said his mother and father lived 
there. He shipped as chief officer on board the "Virginius." He was chief mate of the 
"Isabella." He told me he was to be paid 151. a month. 

Henry King came out from Liverpool to Jamaica in the *^ Carribean " as fireman. 
He was a machinist by trade. He was left sick in the hospital. I don't know what his 
native place was. He shipped as assistant engineer. He lodged at the Sailor's Home 
also. He shipped at 7/. per month. 

Thomas Lindsay came from Colon, the day the *' Virginius" was shipping her hands. 
He came in the " American." He came as a passenger. He shipped in the " Virginius " 
as an able seaman, at 3/. per month. He told me that he was a British subject ; that he 
came out from London to Panama as a seaman in a vessel, and from there to Colon, and 
on to Jamaica. He did not say of what place he was native, but said of England. 

Thomas Williams was discharged in Kingston from Her Majesty's ship '* Spartan," 
about eighteen months ago. He stayed at the Sailors' Home. He went to Colon and . 
returned to Kingston, and kept a drinking hotel in Church Street. He-shipped as chief 
steward. I don't know at what rate he shipped. 

(Signed) JAS. T. ALLEN. 



Henry Jones, on his oath, saith : — 

I am an engineer ; I keep the Alhambra Tavern in Kingston. 
I knew James Floody. He [shipped on board the " Virginius " as second officer. 
He said he was an Englishman. He worked on board the telegraph steamer '' Suffolk " 

as a seaman. 

I knew Thomas W. Williams. He shipped on board the "Virginius"' as chief steward. 
He was an Englishman ; he told me so. He said he was froci Manchester. He came 
here in the British frigate " Spartan." He was discharged here, his time being out. 

I knew Alfred Haisel and F. W* Price ; they were Englishmen. I knew it from 
their talk. I think they were from Lancashire. Price shipped as machinist, and Haisel 

as seaman. 

I knew Bernard Heron. He was an Irishman. He shipped on board the ^^ Vir- 
gin ius" as seaman, I think. 

(Signed) HENRY JONES. 

H2 
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Adella Pothemont, on her oath, saith : — 

Am a widow, I live at No. 13, Rum Lane, John Pothemont is my son. He was 
bom in Kingston, Jamaica. His father and I were both born in Kingston. He was 
apprenticed to Mr. Da Costa, a tinsmith. He was 19 years old. He shipped in the 
" Virginius " without my knowledge. 

(Signed) ADELLA POTHEMONT. 



Walter Henry Crozier Hitchins, on his oath, saith : — 

I am clerk at the United States' Consular Office. The crew of the " Virginius " 
hipped at the Consul's Office. They shipped for three months, unless sooner discharged, 
on a trading voyage in the Western Atlantic and in the West India Islands. 

William Beynard shipped as first officer on board the " Virginius." He gave as 
his country, England. 

James Floody shipped as second officer on board the " Virginius." He gave as his 
country, England. 

J. W. Williams shipped as chief steward on board the ^^ Virginius." He gave as 
his country, England. 

Alfred Haisel signed as an Englishman. I do not recollect what he shipped as. 

I knew James Samuels. He was a brown boy about 18 years old. He often told 
me he was a native of Jamaica. He was in the employ of Mr. Eden of the Caymancos. 
He shipped as coal-passer at 4/. per month. 

I knew Zaccheus (or Zaccharia) Dunham. He shipped on board of the *^ Virginius." 
He {fave as his country, Turks Island. He was a brbwn man to the best of my 
recollection. 

I knew Samuel Karr. He gave as his country, Nassau. He shipped I do not know 
what as. 

I knew a man named John Pothermont. He did not sign the articles. He was 
taken on board in room of Esau Bradley, who shipped as trimmer, but left afterwards 
in consequence of illness. The Captain took him on in room of Bradley at the same 
rate of wages. The Captain told him he need not sign the articles, but that he would he 
paid off in Esau Bradley's name. 

W. F. Price. He'signed as an Englishman. He shipped as an Englishman. 

Thomas Gregg and James Josephs shipped as firemen. They were blackmen. 1 
have been told that Gregg was a Barbadian, but I have no personal knowledge of it. 

Alfred Parker shipped as a seamen. I think as an Englishman. 

(Signed) W. H. C. HITCHINS. 



Alexander Josiah de Brosse, on his oath, saith : — 

I reside at No. 50 Hanover Street, Kingston. I am a printer. My brother, 
Charles Wilton de Brosse, shipped in the " Virginius" as cabin boy. He was of tlie age 
of 16 years. He was apprenticed as an engineer at the Jamaica railway office, but left 
in consequence of ill-health. He was bom in Kingston, Jamaica. My mother was born 
in Kingston. My father was a native of Port-au-Prince. My brother shipped against 
the wish of his friends. 

I knew William Curtis. He was a friend of mine. He was employed by 
Mr. Lazarus, coppersmith and iron-founder in Kingston. I have known him for four 
years. 1 know him as a native of Jamaica. His family are all residing here. He 
shipped, but I cannot say what as. He went away in the '* Virginius." 

(Signed) A. C. J. DE BROSSE-' 



John Augustus Hylton on his oath : — 

I live in Harbour street, Kingston. I am a boarding-house keeper. I knew Frank 
Good, William Wilson, and William Rose. They shipped in the " Virginius." William 
Wilson as seaman, Ross as seaman. Good as fireman. Wilson said he was an English- 
man, Ross said he was a Scotchman, Good said he was a Portuguese. He had been in 
Jamaica a long time. Good was a black man. 

(Signed) JOHN A. HYLTON. 
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Emanuel Nunes, on his oath, saith : — 

Am Commission Agent residing in Kingston. I arrived at St. Jago de Cuba from 
Havana on the evening of Friday, the 7th November instant. On my arrival I heard of 
the capture of the "Virginius," and that sixteen of the crew had been shot already* 
That four had been shot the previous day and twelve on Friday, and that thirty-seven 
were in "capilln" to be executed next morning at half-past 6 o'clock. Next morning I 
heard a drum as the prisoners were being taken to be shot. I got up and dressed and 
came out and followed at a distance. I saw when the prisoners were fired at. I was as 
far as from here to the parish church (300 yards). The only man I could distinguish 
among those sliot was a Cuban — Alonzo Arcide. I lieard, whilst there, that many 
Englishmen and Americans were shot. I did not learn their names. I remained there 
two days. The ^* Niobe " arrived on Saturday the 8th instant between 10 and 1 1 o'clock. 
I left on Monday the 10th instant at half past 1 1 o'clock. No subsequent executions 
took place up to the time of my departure. It was reported that forty were to be shot 
on Monday. 

(Signed) EMANUEL NUNES. 

The examinations of the said Ellen Holmes, Charles Ansell, James Young Allen, 
Henry Jones, Adella Pothemont, Walter Henry Crozier Hitchins, Alexander Josiah de 
Brosse, John Augustus Hylton, and Emmanuel Nunes, were taken and sworn to this 
19th day of November, 1873, in the parish of Kingston; 

Before me. 
(Signed) Henry J. Bicknkll, Stipendiary J.P., Kingston. 



I, John McCarthy, a native of the United States of America, do hereby make oath 
and say that I was well acquainted with, and was a friend of, Alfred Hussel ; that he 
was a native of England, Great Britain, and that he shipped on board the American 
steamer *^ Virginius,'* which lefl this port on the 23rd October, 1873. 

(Signed) JOHN McCARTHY 

Sworn to before me this 18th November, 1873, at Kingston, Jamaica. 
(Signed) Arthur Abrahams, J.P. 



I, John McCarthy, a native of the United States of America, do hereby make oath 
and say that I was well acquainted with, and was the friend of, John Williamson, who 
sliipped on board the American steamer '' Virginius," which left this port on the 23rd 
October, 1873, and that the said John Williamson had mentioned to me that he was a 
native of England, Great Britain. 

(Signed) JOHN Mc CARTHY. 

Sworn to before me this 18th November, 1873, at Kingston, Jamaica, 
(Signed) Arthur Abrahams, J.P. 



I, John McCarthy, a native of the United States of America, do hereby make oath 
and say that I was well acquainted with, and was the friend of, Thomas W. Williams, 
who shipped on board the American steamer "Virginius," which left this port on the 
23rd October, 1873 ; and I further swear that the said Tliomas W. Williams was a 
native of England, Great Britain. 

(Signed) JOHN Mc CARTHY. 

Sworn to before me this 18th November, 1873, at Kingston, Jamaica. 
(Signed) Arthur Abrahams, J.P. 



I 
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T, John McCarthy, a native of the United States of America, do hereby make oath 
and say that I was weU acquainted with, and was the friend of, Walter F. Price ; that 
ha was a native of England, Great Britain, and that he shipped on board the American 
Steamer '^ Virginius/' which left this port on the 23rd October, 1 873. 

(Signed) JOHN Mc CAKTHY, 

Swort to before me this ISth November, 1873, at Kingston^ Jamaica. 
(Signed) Arthur Abrahams, J.P, 



I, Jane Curtis, a native of Jamaica, do hereby make oath and say that my brother 
WiDiam Curtis, is a native of Jamaica; that he shipped on board ihe American steamer 
^^ Virginius,'^ which left this port on the 23rd October, 1873. 

(Signed) JANE CURTIS, her X mark. 

Sworn to before me this 18th November, 1873, at Kingston, in Jamaica. 
(Signed) Jos. Stines, J.P. 



I, John Fox, a native of Jamaica, do hereby make oath and say that my brother-in- 
law, Samnel Hall, who shipped on board the American steamer " Virginius," which left 
this port on the 23rd October, 1 873, was a native of the Island of Jamaica. 

(Signed) JOHN FOX. 

Sworn to before me this 18th November, 1873, at Kingston, in Jamaica. 
(Signed) Arthur Abrahams. J.P. 



I, Alexander de Brosse, a native of Jamaica, do liereby make oath and say tliat my 
brother, Charles de Brosse, is a native of Jamaica : that he shipped on board the Ameri- 
can steamer *' Virginius," which left this port on the 23rd October, 1873. 

(Signed) ALEX. DE BROSSE. 

Sworn to before me this 18th November, 1873, at Kingston, Jamaica, 
(Signed) Jos. Stines, J.P. 



I, Adella Pothemont, a native of Jamaica, do hereby make oath and say thai my 
son, John Pothemont, is a native of this Island of Jamaica ; that he shipped on board 
the American steamer '* Virginius," which left this port on the 23rd October, 1873. 

(Signed) ADELLA POTHEMONT. 

Sworn to before me this 18th November, 1873, at Kingston, Jamaica, 

(Signed) Jos. Stines, J.P. 

Kingston^ November 18, 1873. 



I, Joseph Marshall, a native of Jamaica, do hereby make oath and say that my son, 
William Marshall, is a native of the Island of Jamaica; that he is about 14 to 16 years 
of age, and that he left here in the American steamer " Virginius" on the 23rd October, 
1873. 

(Signed) JOSEPH MARSHALL, his X mark. 

Sworn to before me this 18th November, 1873, at Kingston, Jamaica. 
(Signed) Henry Delgado, J.P., Kingston. 



I, Rebecca Harris, a native of Jamaica, do hereby make oath and say that Samuel 
Carr was my affianced husband ; that he was a British-born subject; and that he shipped 
on board the American steamer " Virginius," which left this port on the 23rd October, 
\873. 

(Signed) REBECCA HARRIS, her X mark. 

Sworn before me, this I8th November, 1873, at Kingston, Jamaica. 
(Signed) Henry Delqado^ J.P., of Kingston. 



65 

1, Hyman Simons, a native of Jamaica, do hereby make oath and say 1 was 
acquainted with, and was the friend of Alfred Haisal and Walter Price, and that they 
both told me they were British-born subjects. The said men shipped on the American 
steamer *^ Virginius," which left this port on the 23rd October, 1873. 

(Signed) H. SIMONS. 

Sworn to before me, this 18th November, 1873, at Kingston, Jamaica. 
(Signed) Henry Delgado, J.P., of Kingston. 



I, Richard Henry Shea, do hereby make oath and say that I am a native of Jamaica ; 
that my cousin, Sidney Robinson Aitcheson^ who shipped on board the American steamer 
" Tirginius," which left this port on the 23rd October, 1873, is a Britiah-bom aubject, 
having been born in St. Thomas ye East, in this island of Jamaica. 

(Signed) RICHARD H. SHEA. 

Sworn to before me, this 18th day of November, 1873, at Kingston, Jamaica^ 
(Signed) Henry Delgado, J.P.y of Kingston. 



I, Maria Floody, a native of Jamaica, do hereby make oath and say tliat James 
Floody was my husband. He was a native of Whitehaven, England, where he was born 
in 1848, as per certificate of discharge from the vessel called the " Patrician" hereunto 
annexed. And I further make oath and say that the said James Floody shipped on 
board the American steamer " Virginius,'' which left this port on the 23rd Cfctober, 1878. 

(Signed) ^ MARIA C. FLOODY. 

Sworn to before me, this 18th November, 1873, at Kingston, Jamaica. 
(Signed) Arthur Abrahams, J.P. 



1, Sarah White, a native of .lamaica, do hereby make oath and say fhat my grandsotl 
George Burke, was born in this island of Jamaica, and that he shipped on board the 
American steamer " Virginius," which left this port on the 23rd October, 1873. 

(Signed) SARAH WHITE, her >4 mark. 

Sworn to before me, this 19th November, 1873, at Kingston, Jamaica. First read 
and explained. 

(Signed) Henry Delgado, J.P., of Kingston. 



I, Robert Trescott, a native of Jamaica, do hereby make oath and say that my 
godson, George Winster, was born in this island, in Kington, and that he shipped on 
board the steamer '* Virginius," which left this port on tfie 23rd October, 1873. 

(Signed) ROBT. TRESCOTT* 

Sworn before me, this 21st November, 1873^ at Kingston, Jamaica^ 
(Signed) Jos. Stinks, J.P. 



I, James Anderson, a native of Jamaica, do hereby ►make oath and say that my 
friend, George Thomas, was bom in this island, in the parish of Clarendon, and that he 
shipped on board the American steamer "Virginius," which left this port on the 
23rd October, 1873. 

(Signed) JAMES ANDERSON. 

Sworn to before me, this 20th November, 1873, at Kingston. Jamaica^ 
(Signed) Jos. Stines, J.P. 



w*M^^ ^m^m^^m^i^mi 
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Certificate of Dischabgb. 

C/« vy* d. 

See Paragraph 18, Colonial Officer^s Instmctions. 



Sanctioned by the Board of Trade, 

in porraance of the Merchant 

Shipping Act, 1854. 



For Seamen discharged before a duly appointed Officer in a British 

Possession abroad. 



Name and Oflficial No. 
of Ship« 



Patrician, 28,067 



Port of Registry. 



London 




Description of Voyage or 
Employment. 



Foreign. 





Name of Seaman. 


Place of Birth. 


Date of Birth. 


No. of Fund Ticket (if any). 


Jas. Floody , « 


Whitehaven ,. 


1848 






Cupacity. 


Date of Entry. 


Date of Discharge. 


Place of Discharge. 


X^Dm • • • • 


June 3, 1868 


April 26, 1869 


Old Harbour, Jamaica. 



Conduct, V. G. 



Ability, V. G. 



I certify that the above particulars are correct, and that the abovenamed seaman was 
dischai^ed accordingly. 

Dated this 5th day of June, 1 869. 

(Signed) , Captain. 

, Steward. 
, Master. 
(Countersigned) , Seaman. 

Dated at Kingston, Jamaica, and given to the above-named seaman in my presence, 
this 5th day of June, 1869. 

(Signed) Henry Davis, Shipping Master. (Signature and title of officer.) 

Note. — If the seaman discharged was possessed of a certificate of competency or 
service, and it is held by the Master, the officer before whom the seaman is discharged will 
see that it is restored to him. 



No. 37. 

Acting Consul-General Crawford to Earl Granville. — {Received December 22.) 

(Extract.) Havana, December 3, 1873, 

1 HAVE the honour of transmitting herewith to your Lordship an amended list of 
the British subjects ex *' Virginius " who were executed at St. Jago de Cuba, and some 
particulars regarding the survivors, which were elicited from them by Commander 
Sir Lambton Loraine of Her Majesty's ship " Niobe/' and Mr. Acting Vice-Consul 
Brooks in the presence of the authorities. 



Inclosure in No. 37. 
List of British Subjects executed November 7 (taken from the Prison Register). 

St. Jago de Cuba, November 25, 1873. 
SECOND Mate. James Floody,* Jamaica, Kingston. Firemen. Thomas Grigge, 
Barbados; Frank Good,* Sierra Leone; Barney Herrald, Ireland. Coal - trimmers. 
Henry Frank, Barbados or Bermuda; James Read, Sierra Leone; Samuel Hard, 
Nassau, N.P. ; Alfred Hassell, England; Walter F. Price,* Cirencester, England; 
George Thomas, Jamaica. CJhief Steward. Thomas W. Williams,* Jamaica and 
Liverpool. Second Steward. Simon W. Brown,* Nassau, N.P. Seamen. William 
Ross, Androssan, Scotland ; Henry Bond, England ; George Thompson,* London ; 
James Samuel, Westmorland; Ezekicl Durham,* Turks Islands (probably, Zacchrias 
Durham ; Paul Khumer, Ireland. (?) Cook. Jose M. Ferran. Jamaica. (?) 

* Those marked * are corrected by data found in private letters. 
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In addition to the above, the following names are found among the signatures to 
private letters written before execution, but the men may have perhaps used aliases in 
prison : — 

John Cundall, Bristol ; Alfred Alfred (possibly, Alfred Hasell), London ; William 
Ford, Jamaica ; George Ford, Jamaica, 



Particulars of British captured in the '^ VirginiusJ* 



Crew. 

Henry King, aged 26, born in Chester, England. Home is in Chester. Arrived in 
Kingston on board Liverpool steam-ship " Carribbean,*' Captain Pearce. Discharged 
from her on going to hospital with yellow fever. On coming out of hospital was shipped 
in the "Virginius" as oiler by master of Sailors' Home, and understood she was going 
to cruize round the island. 

Arrived at Port au Prince about a day after leaving Kingston. Steamer and engines 
in a very bad condition. He and another had to work night and day at repairs to the 
engines. Saw no arms on board of any kind. Has been tried but not yet sentenced. 

N.B. — This man's name was included in the list of those sentenced to death, 
furnished by the Governor to the Vice-Consul. He is ignorant of such sentence having 
been passed or intended to be passed on him. 

Thomas Lindsay, aged 18, bom in Toronto, Canada. Father dead; mother married 
again to Ewing. Possesses a letter from her, dated Toronto, and some others. 
Shipped in ''Virginius" at the American Consul's office in Kingston. Was told by 
Captain Fry she was going to Port Limon; obtained the rating of quartermaster. 
Arrived from Colon as a passenger in Liverpool ship ** American" four hours before the 
" Virginius '' sailed. After leaving Kingston " Virginius" sprung a leak and went to Port 
Jeremie, Haiti. Believes that Captain Fry was told he could not stop there. She next 
went to Port au Prince. Prisoner here gave a detailed statement of how he tried to 
desert on his suspicions being raised, and was foiled, and was put down the main hatch 
in conse([uence. On being chased by the " Tornado," " Virginius" altered course to 
south about 2 p.m. She had already altered course two or three times to south on 
sighting vessels, but had afterwards resumed her proper course. Was at the wheel from 
4 P.M. to 6 P.M. steering south all that time. " Virginius" was captured about 9 p.m. 
Cannot affirm that either vessel or passengers were armed. Has been tried but not yet 
sentenced. 

Charles de Brosse, age 17, born in Port au Prince. Father and mother natives of 
Jamaica. Lives in Jamaica and is domiciled there. Has no papers; had some letters 
from his parents, but lost them when captured. Shipped on board the " Virginius" as 
pantry man. Vessel sprung a leak after leaving Kingston, and went first to Jeremie, 
then to Port au Prince for repairs. Has been tried but not yet sentenced. 

William Denton, age 13, born at Black River, Jamaica. Father dead, mother lives 
on a little holding at Black River. Was engaged as servant by Mr. Charles Knight, 
second engineer of the " Virginius," who took him on board. Has been tried but not yet 
sentenced. 

John Pothemont, age 17, born in Kingston, Jamaica. Father dead, mother lives 
in Prince's Street, Kingston, two or three doors off White Street. Shipped on board the 
" Virginius" as lamp-trimmer the day before she went to sea. Thought she was going 
to Limon Bay, instead of which she went to Jeremie, Port au Prince, and Caymitas Bay, 
and was afterwards captured. Has been tried but not yet sentenced. 

Jos^ del Espiritu Santo, age 16, born in Jamaica. Father and mother natives of 
Cuba ; father dead, mother lives in Jamaica, but has no property there. No papers. 
Shipped in " Virginius'* as cook's assistant. 

N.B. — Doubtful British subject, speaks Spanish 

Passengers awaiting trial. 

William Curtis, age 22, born in Kingston, Jamaica. Father died in 1864, mother 
in 1870, both in Kingston. Lives with his sister in Smith Lane, Kingston. Produces 
two church cards denoting his parish, &c. Thought he would go to Limon Bay to make 
a living. Mr. Smith paid his passage as a deck passenger on board " Virginius.*' 
Assisted the cook on board, but of his own free will. 

Samuel Hall, age 15, born in Kingston, Jamaica. Father died five years ago, 
[90] I 
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mother four years ago. Lives at No. 72, Pink Lane, Kingston, with his married sister, 
Louisa Fox. Was going to Limon Bay to get work in the cigarette trade, having heard 
all the people say that Port Limon was a good place to make money. Was told by the 
captain of " Virginius" that the steamer was going to Limon Bay, and the passage 
money was 3/. Paid 11. lOs. himself to the captain, and agreed to work the remainder. 
Worked at any odd job ; knows nothing of Mr. Smith. 

Sidney Robertson Aitchcson, age 19, born in Kingston Jamaica. Mother dead, 
father is overseer of the Grove Estate, St. Catherine's parish, Jamaica. Lives with his 
aunt at 17, Barry Street, Kingston. Had some documents of birth and an indenture, 
but was not allowed to take them out of the " Virginius." Was going to Port Limon, 
which he knows to be in Costa Rica, to w^ork at his trade as wheelwright. 

A Mr. Smith came from Port Limon to Jamaica to get hands to go there, and said 
he would give them 30 dollars a month when they got to Port Limon. Mr. Smith settled 
the passage money, and all that, and took his passengers before the American Consul to 
know if the ship was cleared for Port Limon. Went himself on purpose to gain this 
information because, as he knew the "Virginius" had been chased into Kingston, he 
thought there might be something wrong. The United States' Consul told him that the 
" Virginius" was cleared for Port Limon, and for no other port. Mr. Smith is a tall dark 
man j he spoke to them in English. After the " Virginius " got to sea she sprung a leak 
and made for Port Jeremie, then went to Port au Prince, and next to Caymitos Bay. 
She leaked badly, men being kept at the pumps all day. Several men saw a light on 
Jamaica before being captured. Saw it himself at 6*30 p.m. 

George Winter, aged 16, born in Kingston, Jamaica. Mother dead. Father lives 
in Harbour Street, Kingston, at the east end, next door to No. 65, and is a shoemaker by 
•Tade. Has an uncle at Port Limon, called Henry Walker, who is also a shoemaker. 
Took passage in the "Virginius *' to join him. Father arranged for his passage with a 
Mr. Varona, a short stout man. 

William Marshall, aged 12, born in Kingston, Jamaica. Lives with his father and 
mother in Fletcher Lane, Kingston, near the race-course. Wished to go to Limon Bay, 
but does not know where it is. Captain of " Virginius " told him he might wort A^ 
passage. He washed plates, &c., while on board. Never heard of a place called Cuba. 

Abraham Pinto, aged 16, born in Kingston, Jamaica. Father and mother dead. 
Grandmother lives at 4, Alderman Town, Kingston, above the race-course. Has no 
papers, but possessed a recommendation from a Dr. Sanchez, formerly of Kingston, now 
(he believes) at Havana. Was going to Port Limon to try and make money at his trade 
as a cigar maker. People who had been there told him that Port Limon was a good 
place to make money. Knows that Port Limon is somewhere near Aspinwall. Has 
been at Aspinwall but not at Port Limon. Has never heard of an island called Cuba. 
Knew all the British passengers who intended to go to Port Limon before he embarked 
in the " Virginius." Six of them (included myself), viz., all except Aitcheson, were 
agreed to go together. Paid 21. passage-money to the purser, a man who did not speak 
English, and worked the remainder by doing odd jobs. The ship was leaking, and her 
engines in a bad state. They went into one or two places, but he does not remember 
many^ of the circumstances on account of having been sea-sick. Did not see arms of any 
description on board. 

George Burke, age 13. Born in Kingston, Jamaica. Father lives at 25, Harbour 
Street, Kingston. Mother lives at Houeystone, near the Spanish town railway. Had a 
certificate from Mr. Wilson, painter, but this, with other papers, was among his clothes, 
which he has not seen since the capture of the " Virginius." Ran away from home and 
went on board the " Virginius " to got a passage for Limon Bay, where he intended to go 
with a Mr. Smith, wliom he believes to be a painter. Mr. Smith did not go in the 
"Virginius" after all. Paid the purser 21. IO5. for his passage, and was told he must 
work out the remainder. Worked at sweeping the decks, helping the cook, &c. 

Raymundo Pardo states that he was born in Jamaica, his parents being natives of 
Havana. Lived about sixteen years at Panama and Colon, and has lately resided three 
years in Jamaica. 

N.B. — Doubtful British subject (speaks very little English) 

Santiago Rivera. Believed himself to be a British subject because he was a native 
of St. Thomas. Informed that St. Thomas is a Danish island. 

The foregoing information was obtained at two separate interviews held with the 
prisoners on the 13th November, in the Hall of Justice, in the presence of the Fiscales, 
Governor of the Prison, and Government Interpreter. 

(Signed) THEODORE BROOKS, Acting Vice-'Consul 

LAMBTON LORAINE, Commander, H.M.8. ''Nioher 
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No. 38. 

Mn Herbert to Lord Tenterden. — (Received December 22.) 

My Lord, Downing Street, December 20, 1873. 

WITH wference to previous correspondence on the " Virginins," 1 ara directed by 
the Secretary of Slate for the Colonies to transmit to you a copy of a despatch from the 
Governor of Jamaica, dated 24th ultimo, reporting measures adopted for conveying 
Foreign Office telegrams to Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Santiago respecting the 
** Virginius.'* 

[ am^ &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT, 



Inclosure in No. 38. 
Governor Sir J. P. Grant to the Earl of Kimberley. 

My Lord, Jamaica, J^ovember 24, 1873. 

I HAlVE just received and decyphered your Lordships two telegrams, dated 
respectively November 15th and 17th. 

By the first of these I am made acquainted with a telegram which Her Majesty's 
Government has sent to Her Majesty's Minister at Madrid and to the British Consuls at 
Havana and Santiago de Cuba, and I am directed to send, by the earliest opportunity, 
to the Vice-Consul at the last-mentioned place a copy of the telegram sent. 

By the second of these telegrams I am informed that, to obtain reparation for what 
has occurred at Santiago de Cuba, Her Majesty's Government are in communication 
with the Spanish Government. 

The latest of these messages has taken seven days in transit. 

A copy of your Lordship's telegram of the 15th November will be sent to the 
Vice-Consnl at Santiago as early as possible. In the meantime I will inform the Vice- 
Consul by telegraph of the substance of the message he will receive. The telegraph 
offices here and in Cuba being closed for the night, I will send the following message 
by telegraph to Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Santiago de Cuba when the office opens 
to-morrow morning. I will ask the officers of the Telegraph Company first to send the 
message in such a manner, through their own office, that it may not be suppressed by 
Government officials at Santiago, and afterwards to repeat the message, addressed in the 
usual manner, to the Vice-Consul : — 

Governor Sir J. P. Chrant to British Vice-Consul at Santiago. 

'' Noveniber 24, 1873. 
" By order of the Secretary of Secretary of State, Governor will send you, by 
earliest opportunity, copy of a telegram from Foreign Office to Madrid and Havana to 
the effect that, reserving for the present the question of such executions as have already 
been carried into effect, should there be any further executions of British subjects, the 
Spanish Government and all concerned will be held by Her Majesty's Government 
responsible for such further executions.*' 

I will also immediately inform the Commodore of the substance of the messages I 
have received. He returned from Santiago in the ^^ Danae " on the morning of the 22nd 
instant. I have not been informed of the result of his visit, but it is stated in the news- 
papers that executions at Santiago have been stopped. I have completely and, 1 have 
no doubt, accurately decyphered the original cyphered messages, which are quite clear. 

I have, &c* 
(Signed) J. P. GRANT. 



No. 39. 

Lord Tenterden to Acting Conml- General Crawford. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 24, 1873. 

I AM directed by Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
of th^ i?7th ultimo, det?iiling your interview with the Captsun-Qenerjil Q T Cuba in favour 

I 2 



60 

of the crew of the *^ Virginius f and I am to convey to yon his Lordship's approval of 
the efforts made by you on behalf of the snrvivors. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) TENTERDEN. 



No, 40. 
Mr. Layard to Earl Granville — (Received December 26.) 

(Extract.) Madrid^ December 19, 1873. 

SENOR CASTELAR informs me that he has received a telegram from the 
Spanish Minister at Washington, stating that the United States Government is satisfied, 
from the evidence placed before it by that of Spain, that the " Virginius '' had no right 
to hoist the United States flag. He was not aware of the precise grounds for this 
decision, but he said that the Spanish Government had been able to prove by intercepted 
letters and other documents that the ^* Virginius " had been sold, previous to her last 
voyage, to Cubans for the purpose of carrying on the rebellion in Cuba. 

He begged me to express his warmest thanks to your Lordship and Her Majesty's 
Government for the very valuable aid they had given to the Spanish Government at 
Washington, to which he attributed in a great measure the maintenance of peace, and 
he was good enough to express his acknowledgments to myself personally for the 
advice and assistance I have been able to give him in this question. 

Whilst congratulating Sefior Castelar on the success of his negotiations at 
Washington, T took occasion to remind him that the danger of war, from which Spain 
had escaped, was mainly to be attributed to the conduct of the authorities at Santiago, 
and that justice, humanity, and the honour of the Spanish Government imperatively 
required that the persons responsible for the wholesale execution of the crew and 
passengers of the " Virginius " should be punished. He assured me in the most positive 
terms that he agreed with me in this opinion, and that he was determined that those 
persons should be brought to punishment. I trust that he may be able to carry out liis 
intentions. 



No. 41. 
Mr. Layard to Earl Granville. — {Received December 26.) 

• 

(Extract.) Madrid^ December 21, 1873. 

I AVAILED myself of the opportunity, on calling yesterday upon Sefior Carvajal, 
to describe to him the painful impression which the reports of the British Agents in Cuba, 
with reference to the execution of the crew and passengers of the '^ Virginius," had made 
upon me. The authorities at Santiago, in refusing to suspend the execution of the 
British subjects employed in merely subordinate capacities on board the vessel until the 
British Vice-Consul could communicate with the Governor of Jamaica, and could obtain 
some information with regard to them, was, I said, not only inhuman, but at variance 
with what Her Majesty's Government had a right to expect from the representatives and 
officers of a friendly nation. I ventured to observe that the Government of almost every 
civilized country would bring the authors of this shameful butchery to justice. 

No. 42. 

Lord Tenterden to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 29, 1873. 

I AM directed by Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
15th instant, together with its inclosures ; and I am, in reply, to request that you will 
suggest to the Lords of the Admiralty, that Commander Sir L. Lorainc should be 
approved for the efforts made by him on behalf of the survivors of the crew of the 



** Virginius." 



I am, &c. 
(Signed) TENTERDEN 
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No. 43. 

Acting ConsuUGeneral Crawford to Earl Granville. — {Received December 30.) 

(Extract.) Havana^ Decemher 11, 1873. 

WITH rofcrence to previous correspondence regarding the case of the ^^VirgiDius,** 
I have now the honour of reporting to your l^ordship, that, on the 3rd Jinslant, the 
survivors were removed from the jail of Santiago to the Morro Castle at that place, and 
were put on board of the Spanish steamer of war " Bazan " during the following night, 
and sent away to Cienfuegos, for the purpose of forwarding them on from that place 
to Havana, no notice whatever of such removal having been previously given to the 
Britisli and United States' Acting Vice-Consuls, or to the commander of the foreign ships 
of war at Santiago, as had been formally promised to be given by the Governor in 
case anything of the kind was intended. 

Her Majesty's ship '' Niobe " having immediately come here with this intelligence 
from Santiago, and the prisoners of the ''Virginias" not having arrived, I addressed a 
letter to the Captain-General on the subject, a copy of which, together with copy and 
translation of his answer, T have the honour of transmitting herewith. 

The Captain-General is. anxious to carry out the conditions of the W^shingtnii 
Protocol as soon as possible, and the way he has managed to remove the serious 
obstacles that were opposed to his doing so is highly creditable. 



finclosure 1 in No. 43. 
Acting ConsuUGeneral Crawford to the Captain-General of Cuba. 

Excellency, Havana^ December 9, 1873. 

HER Majesty's ship " Niobe " having just arrived from Santiago de Cuba, her 
Commander informs me that the British subjects of the "Virginius" were secretly 
removed, with the other survivors belonging to that vessel, from the Morro, at that 
port, during the night of the 3rd instant, and, it is supposed, were conveyed on board of 
the Spanish war steamer " Bazan.*' 

There was no previous notice of this intended removal given to the British Acting 
Vice-Consul or to the Commander of the *' Niobe ;" and, as Her Majesty's Government 
has instructed me to report every circumstance possible connected with the safety and 
welfare of the unfortunate British subjects who are still detained as prisoners, T most 
refjpectfuUy request your Excellency to acquaint me what has become of them and 
where they are, as well as when it is likely that they will be given up. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' JOHN V, CRAWFORD. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 43. 
The Captain-General of Cuba to Acting Consul- General Crawford. 

Havana^ December 10, 1873. 

HAVING been made acquainted with the contents of the note which your Honour 
addressed to me yesterday regarding the departure from Cuba of the British subjects, 
prisoners, belonging to the crew and passengers of tlie steamer " Virginius," I have to 
inform you that, owing doubtless to a misunderstanding on the part of the Acting 
Coinmandant-General of the First Division, they were embarked on board of the Spanish 
steamer of war " Bazan " to be conveyed to this city, and that, having heard of it on the 
ship's arrival at Cienfuegos, I ordered that the prisoners should be immediately taken 
back to the place they came from, where they will remain until the fulfilment of the 
instructions which I have received from the Government. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOAQUIM JOVELLAR. 



m^ 
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No. 44. 

Sir E. Thornton to Earl Granville.''^{Received December 30,) 

My Lord^ WcLshington^ December 15, 1873. 

I UNDERSTAND from Mr. Fish that the steamer " Virginius '' will be delivered 
over to-day by the Spanish authorities at Bahia Honda, a port iij Cuba a little to the 
west of Havana, to an United States' vessel of war, which has been sent there for the 
purpose. 

The survivors of the crew and passengers of the " Virginius " are also to be handed 
over to an United States' vessel of war at Santiago de Cuba as soon as she may arrive 
there. Orders were sent to Key West to despatch a suitable man-of-war lor that 
purpose as soon as possible, and it is supposed tlmt she left Key West for her destination 
on the night of the 12th or the morning of the 15th instant, and would, therefore^ 
probably arrive at Santiago to-day or to-morrow. 

(Signed) ' EDWD. THORNTON, 



No. 46. 

Mr. Herbert to Lord Tenterden. — {Received January 1, 1874.) 

My Lord, Downing Street, December 31, 1873. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence I am directed by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies to transmit to you, to be laid before Earl Granvillo, a copy of a 
despatch from the Governor of Jamaica on the subject of the capture of the *' Virginius," 
dated 10th instant. 

I ain> &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 45, 
Governor Sir J. P. Grant to the Earl of Kimberley. 

My Lord, King's House, December 10, 1873. 

REFERRING to my despatches of the 8th November and of the 21st November 
concerning the steam-vessel "Virginius/M have the honour to forward herewith two 
additional afl&davits which have been sent to me by Mr. Altamont de Cordova of 
Kingston^ setting forth that Thomas Crigg and Simon Brown, who left Kingston in the 
"Virginius" on the 23rd October, 1873, were British subjects. 

2. I also have the honour to inclose a Report ftom the Inspector-General of Police, 
in reply to an inquiry made as to whether any discharges of cannon were heard near 
to Port Antonio on the evening of the capture of the " Virginius." From this Report i 
would appear that no such discharges were heard, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. P, GRANT. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 46, 

The Inspector' General of Police to the Colonial Secretary. 

Sir, Head Quarters Constabulary Office^ November 29, 1873. 

IS compliance with the instructions contained in your letter of the 20th instant, I 
caused inquiries to be made with a view of ascertaining whether any discharges of cannon 
were heard at Port Antonio on the night of the capture of the " Virginius,'* and have 
now the honour to forward a letter received from Inspector McGrath on the subject, by 
which it appears that no discharges of cannon were heard by the police there, nor by any- 
one else on the occasion in question. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. PRENDERVILLE, Major. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 45. 

Inspector McQrath to the Inspeetor-Oeneral of Police. 

Sir, ' Constabulary Office, Port Antonio y November 27, 1873. 

TN reply to your letter of the 21st instant I have the honour to report, for the 
information of his Excellency the Governor that no discharges of cannon were heard by 
any member of the police force or by any persons at Pont Antonio on the night on which 
the '* Virginius" was captured. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) a McGRATH. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 45. 

Affidavit of Rosa Wordsworth. 

I, ROSA WORDSWORTH, a native of Jamaica, do hereby make oath aad say 
that Simon Brown was a British subject, and that he left this port on the ?3rd October, 
1873, in the American steamer *' Virginius," 

(Signed) ROSA WORDSWORTH. 

Sworn to before me this 24th November, 1873. at Kingston, Jamaica. 
(Signed) Jos. Olives, J.P. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 45. 

Affidavit of Christopher Prescott. 

1, CHRISTOPH KR PRESCOTT, a native of Barbados, do hereby make oath 
and say that Thomas Crigg was a British subject, born in Barbados, and that he left on 
the 23rd October, 1873, in the American steamer ^^ Virginius." 

(Signed) CHRISTOPHER PRESCOTT, his X mark. 

Sworn before me this 25th November, 1873, at Kingston, Jamaica. 
(Signed) Jos. Olives, J. P. 



No. 46. 
Earl Granville to Mr* Layard. 

Sir, Foreign Office ^ January 1, 1874. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 19th ultimo, detailing^ a conversation which 
you had held with Senor Castelar on the subject of the " Virgiuius,'* and I have to 
convey to you my approval of the language used by you with reference to the conduct 

of tfce authorities at Santiago de Cuba. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 



No. 47. 

Earl Oranville to Mr. Layard. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ January Ip 1874* 

I APPROVE the language held by you towards the Spanish Minister for Forei|fn 
Affairs, as reported in your despatch of the 21st ultimo, with reference to the execution 
of the crew of the " Virginius." 

I am, &c» 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 
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No. 48. 
Sir E. Thornton to Earl Granville. — (Received January 4, 1874.) 

(Extract.) Washington, December 22, 1873. 

THE steamer "Virginius" was at length delivered over to an United States* man-of- 
war, at Bahia Honda, on the morning of the 15th instant. She was taken away from 
that port on the afternoon of the same day, and arrived in safety at the Tortugas. It 
was intended that she should continue her voyage to New York, but a report is current 
to-dav that she is in a leaky state, and has been obliged to anchor at Key West. But 
whatever may have happened, it is still the intention of the United States' Government 
that, if possible, she should be brought to New York. 

The survivors of the crew of the " Virginius " were handed over to the United 
States' steamer " Juniata," at Santiago de Cuba, on the 18th instant. I understand that 
the Commander of the " Juniata '^ has also been ordered to proceed with them to New 
York. 

My Spanish colleague informed me on the 19th instant that he had submitted to 
Mr. Fish several afl&davits tending to prove that the " Virginius " had no right to carry 
the American flag or papers. By these affidavits it was shown that before the 
"Virginius" left New York, in 1870, when she was registered as an American vessel, 
she really belonged either to the Cuban Junta or to Senor Quesada, as President of that 
Junta ; and that whoever Mr. Patterson was who declared himself to be the owner of 
the vessel, he had perjured himself by that act. It also appeared that, although the 
regulations required that there should be two witnesses to the declaration of ownership, 
this formality had been neglected, and the papers had been issued without remedying the 
defect. 

Admiral Polo further informed me that he had shown that since 1870, during a 
revolution in Venezuela, the " Virginius " had taken sides with one of the contending 
parties, had been made use of to transport troops, and had hoisted the Venezuela flag. 



No. 49. 
Sir E. Thornton to Earl Granville. — {Received January 4, 1874.) 

My Lord, Washington^ December 23, 1873. 

WITH reference to my despatch of yesterday's date, I have the honour to inclose 
three printed copies of the opinion given by the Attorney-General of the United States 
relative to the right of the steamer *' Virginius " to carry the American flag. 

Your Lordship will perceive that the Attorney-General decides that the vessel was 
not entitled to the flag, on the ground that at the time of her registration she was not 
reallv the property of an United States* citizen, Mr. Patterson, who took oath that he 
was her owner, but was owned by Quesada Mora, and other Cubans. 

But the Attorney-General maintains that Spain had no right to capture such a 
vessel on the high seas upon an apprehension that, in violation of the Neutrality or 
Navigation laws of the United States, she was on her way to assist the rebellion in 
Cuba. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWD. THORNTON. 



Inclosure in No. 49. 

« 

Extract from the ''Daily Morning Chronicle^' of December 23, 1873. 

The ** Virginius.'* — Attorney-General's Opinion. — The following is the opinion 
of Attomey-General Williams in the "Virginius'* case : — 

^^ Hon. Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State. 

'•Sir, " Washington, December 17, 1873. 

** I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1 1th instant, 
submitting to me a large number of documents and depositions, and asking for my 
opinion as to whether or not the ' Virginius,' at the time of her capture by the Spanish 
man-of-war * Tornado * was entitled to carry the flag of the United States, and whether 
or not she was carrying it improperly and without right at that time. 
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" This question arises under the protocol of the 29th ultimo, between the Spanish 
Minister and the Secretary of State, in which, among other things, it is agreed that on 
the 25th instant Spain shall salute the flag of the United States. But it is further pro- 
vided that *if Spain should prove to the satisfaction of the United States that the 
* Virginius ' was not entitled to carry the flag of the United States, and was carrying it 
at the time of the capture without right and improperly, the salute will be spontaneously 
dispensed with, as in such case not being necessarily requirable, but the United States 
will expect in such case a disclaimer of the intent of indignity to its flag in the act which 
was committed.* 

'* Section 1 of the Act of December 31, 1792, provides that ships or vessels regis- 
tered pursuant to such Act, * and no other, except such as shall be duly qualified, 
according to law, for carrying on the coasting trade, and denominated and deemed ships 
or vessels of the United States, entitled to the benefits and privileges appertaining to 
such ships/ Section 4 of the same Act provides for an oath by which, among other 
things, to obtain the registry of a vessel, the owner is required to swear * that there is 
no subject or citizen of any foreign Prince or State directly or indirectly, by way of trust, 
confidence, or otherwise, interested in such ship or vessel, or in the profits or issues 
thereof.* Obviously, therefore, no vessel in which a foreigner is directly or indirectly 
interested is entitled to United States' registry ; and if one is obtained by false oath as 
to that point, and the fact is that the vessel is owned or partly owned by foreigners, she 
can not be deemed a vessel of the United States, or entitled to the benefits or privileges 
appertaining to such vessels. 

**The * Virginius' was registered in New York, on the 26th of September, 1870, 
in the name of Patterson, who made oath as required by law, but the depositions sub- 
mitted abundantly show that in fact Patterson was not the owner at that time, but that 
the vessel was the property of certain Cuban citizens in New York, who furnished the 
necessary funds for her purchase. J. E. Shepherd, who commanded said vessel when 
she lefl New York, with a certificate of her register in the name of Patterson, testifies 
positively that he entered into an agreement to command said vessel at an interview 
between Quesada, Mora, Patterson, and otheife at which it was distinctly understood 
that the ' Virginius ' belonged to Quesada, Mora, and other Cubans, and that the said 
Mora exhibited to him receipts for the purchase-money and for the repairs and supplies 
upon said steamer, and explained to him how said funds were raised among the Cubans 
in New York. 

'^ Alphonse de Varona, who was the Secretary of the Cuban Mission in New York 
at the lime the * Virginius ' was purchased, and afterward sailed in her as Quesada's 
Chief-of-Staff', testifies that he was acquainted witli all the details of the transaction, and 
knows that the ' Virginius ' was purchased with the funds of the Cubans, and with the 
understanding and arrangement that Patterson should appear as the nominal owner, 
because foreigners could not obtain a United States' register for the vessel. 

"Francis Bowen, Charles Smith, Edward Greenwood, John McCann, Matthew 
Murphy, Ambrose Rawlings, Thomas Gallagher, John Furlong, Thomas Anderson, and 
George W. Waller, who were employed upon the * Virginius ' in various capacities, 
after she was regbtered in the name of Patterson, testify clearly to the effect that they 
were informed and understood while they were upon the vessel, that she belonged to 
Quesada, and the Cubans represented by him, and that he navigated, controlled, and 
treated such vessel in all respects as though it was his property. 

" Nothing appears to weaken tlie force of this testimony, though the witnesses were 
generally subjected to a cross-examination, but, on the contrary, all the circumstances 
of the case tend to its corroboration. With the oath for registry the statute requires a 
bond to be given signed by the owner, captain, and one or more sureties, but there were 
no sureties upon the bond given by Patterson and Shepherd. Pains have been taken to 
ascertain if there was any insurance on the vessel, but nothing of the kind has been 
found. And Quesada, Varona, and the other Cubans who took passage upon the 
^* Virginius," instead of going on board at the wharf in the usual way, went aboard off* a 
tug after the vessel had lefl the harbour of New York. 

*' 1 cannot do otherwise than to hold, upon the evidence, that Patterson's oath was 
false, and that the registry obtained in his nam.e w^as a fraud upon the navigation laws of 
the United States. 

*^ Assuming the question to be what appears to conform to the intent of the Protocol, 
whether or not the ^ Virginius,' at the time of her capture, had a right, as against the 
United States, to carry the American flag, I am of the opinion that she had no such 
right, because she had not been registered according to law, but I am also of the opinion 
that she was as much exempt from interference on the high seas by another Power, on 
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that ground, as though she had been lawfully registered. Spain, no doubt, has a right 
to capture a vessel with an American register, and carrying the American flag, found in 
her own waters, assisting, or endeavouring to assist, the insurrection in Cuba ; but she 
has no right to capture such a vessel on the high seas, upon an apprehension that, in 
violation of the neutrality or navigation laws of the United States, she was on her way 
to assist said rebellion. Spain may defend her territory and people from the hostile 
attack of what is, or appears to be, an American vessel ; but she has no jurisdiction 
whatever over the question as to whether or not such vessel is on the high seas in 
violation of any law of the United States. Spain cannot rightfully raise that question as 
to the " Virgimus,'* but the United States may, and, as I understand the Protocol, they 
have agreed to do it, and governed by that agreement, and without admitting that 
Spain would have otherwise any interest in the question, I decide that the " Virginius," 
at the lime of her capture, was without right and improperly carrying the American 
flag. 

" Very respectfully, &c. 
(Signed) ^* George H. Williams, AttoTney-GeneraV^ 



No. 50. 

Lord Tenterden to Mr. Holland. 

Sir, Foreign Office , January 8, 1874. 

WITH reference to vour letter of the 31 st ultimo, I am directed by Earl Granville 
to transmit to you, to be laid before the Earl of Kimberley, the accompanying copy of a 
despatch from Her Majesty's Minister at Madrid, detailmg a conversation which he had 
held with the late Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject of the conduct of 
the Jamaica authorities with reference to the ** Virginius." 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) TENTERDEN. 

No. 51. 

Earl Granville to Acting Consul' General Crawford. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 8, 1874. 

I HAVE to state to you that I approve your proceedings, as reported in your 
despatch of the 11th ultimo, relative to the removal of the ''Virginius' " prisoners from 
Santiago. 

I am, &c 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 



No. 52. 
Sir B. Thornton to Earl Granville. — (Received January 11, 1874.) 

(Extract.) Washington, December 30, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the President has expressed his 
intention of appointing Mr. Caleb Gushing to be Minister to Spain in the place of 
General Sickles, who has insisted on his resignation being accepted. It is understx)od 
tliat Mr. Gushing will accept the appointment, and that his nomination will be sent to 
the Senate for its confirmation on its reassembling. 



No. 53. 

Mr. Herbert to Lord Tenterden. — (Received January 17.) 

My Lord, Downing Street^ January 16, 1874. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject, I am directed by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you, for the information of Earl 
Granville, the inclosed copy of a despatch from Sir John Grant, forwarding copy of a 
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letter from the Vice-Consul at St, Jago de Cuba, inclosing answer of General Burriel to 
representatioos relative to the ** Virginius." 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 



[Inclosure 1 in No, 53. 
Governor Sir J# P. Grant to the Earl of Kimberley. 

My Lord, King's House, December 22, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to forward lierewith to your Lordship a copy of a letter that 
I have received from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at St. J ago de Cuba, transmitting for 
my information a translation of the answer of Governor Burriel to the Vice-Consul's 
despatch informing him of my telegram urging a delay in the execution of the British 
subjects captured on board the steamer " Virginius/' 

2. It will be observed by your Lordship that General Burriel, in this commimica- 
tion, relies wholly upon the assertion that the *' Virginius'* was a pirate ; and I apprehend 
that upon no other allegation of fact could the seizure of the vessel and crew upon the 
high seas be justified by international law, seeing that no blockade of Cuban ports 
exists, and that no war has been declared. 

8. But the allegation of the *' Virginius'' being a pirate, from all I have hjeard, has 
not a shadow of ground to support it. No single act of piracy is alleged against her ; 
and had she been a pirate, and had all her crew been pirates,, a court-martial in Cuba 
could have had no jurisdiction over the vessel or crew in respect of matters which, by 
the allegation, could only have occurred on the high seas. 

4. From the time of the " Virginius" leaving Jamaica, upon her last voyage, it is 
not shown that she had ever been, and it is my belief that she had never been, in Spanish 
water. In some former voyage, when imder a different captain, and when, in great 
part at least, she had a different crew, she appears to have run arms ashore, and landed 
men in Cuba. But on the present occasion she cannot have placed herself within the 
jurisdiction of Cuban municipal or martial law, and whatever may have been their 
intention, the Captain and that part of her crew shipped in Kingston, being in part and 
probably mostly British subjects, cannot when seized have by possibility committed any 
breach of Cuban law, which of course does not extend over the high seas. 

6. It seems to be conceded that she cleared regularly enough from the port of 
Kingston for Limon Bay, with Cuban passengers. It has been a common thing for 
Cuban refugees to proceed from Kingston to southern ports. The *' Virginius" had no 
arms on board when she sailed. It is highly probable that many British subjects, who 
shipped on board of her for the first time at Kingston, believed that she was going to 
Limon Bay. It is shocking to learn that that they were unlawfully seized on the high 
seas, carried forcibly to Cuba, and there summarily put to death by order of a court- 
martial in Cuba, where probably they had never been in their lives before. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. P. GRANT. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 53. 
Mr. Brooks to Governor Sir J. P. Grant. 



Sir, St. Jago de Cuba, December 11, 1873. 

I HAVE the honour to ackno^vledge receipt of your Excellency's telegrams relative 
to the '^ Virginius " question, and beg to apologize for my apparent neglect in not having 
done so sooner, pleading, in excuse, extreme pressure of business. 

The facts of the *< Virginius*' case are no doubt already too well known to your 
Excellency to make it necessary for me to detail them. 

I will, therefore, confine myself to inclosing a translation of the answer of Governor 
Burriel to my despatch informing him of your Excellency's telegram, urging an effort to 
procure a delay of the sentence in which he does justice to the case taken by your 
Excellency to prevent any infringement of neutrality, although, in his subsequent reply 
to Captain Loraine, he allowed himself to make some reflections on your Excellency 
which were as erroneous as uncalled for. 

With regard to the second telegram of your Excellency, I had, as I informed your 
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Excellency by telegraphy already received these instructions through Her Majesty's 
Consnl-General in Havana and acted on them, the replies I received from the authorities 
being, as usual, a reference to the Captain-General and superior orders. Finally, I beg 
to thank your Excellency for the assistance so kindly afforded me in this difficult and 
distressing affair, and have, &c., 

(Signed) THEODORE BROOKS, Acting Vice-consul 



Inclosure 3 in No. 53. 

Mr. Burriel to Mr. Brooks. 

(Translation.) Cuba, November 7, 1873. 

I AM in receipt of your two communications of to-day's date, in which you ask me, in 
the name of tlie Commodore of Her Britannic Majesty's naval forces in the West Indies, 
and by request of his Excellency the Governor of Jamaica, to suspend the execution of 
the sentence passed on some of the crew of the steamer '^ Virginius " who belong to the 
above-named island, and are British subjects. 

In answer to them I should remark that, besides the list of British subjects forming 
part of the crew of the ** Virginius " which the Captain of the Port handed to you, I 
had, on my part, sent you another list through the Chief of the telegraph station. 

As regards tlie suspension of the sentence passed which you ask for, I am sorry to 
have to tell you that it has been impossible for uie to accede to the pretension of his 
Excellency the Governor of Jamaica ; for although I am not ignorant that the British 
authorities in Kingston proceeded with all the loyalty and deference to be expected 
towards the Spanish nation, watching to the utmost, even on board the " Virginius," to 
assure themselves that she neither took on board nor carried off any object that could be 
considered contrabaml of war, and that the vessel in question, as well as the passengers, 
were said to leave for Limon Bay, taking her papers dispatched in this manner, although, 
according to the marine authorities, these were not so apparently legal as might have 
been wished, it is proved and appears in evidence in a certain and undoubtable manner 
from the declarations of the captain and some of the crew of the " Virginius " that they 
touched at Port au Prince, in Haiti, and other places of the same island, where they took 
in arms and ammunitions of war, leaving from there in direction of the coast of Cuba to 
land them, together with some of the principal Chiefs of the insurrection and people who 
came to strengthen the diminished forces with which it counts in the island. Wherefore, 
the vessel and her crew being clearly considered as pirates, have of necessity been 
judged according to the laws which condemn piracy ; and although it was very dolorous 
to impose upon them the punishment which these laws call for, it has not been possible 
to accede to your petitions, as otherwise 1 should have been pleased to have done if the 
imperious duty which 1 have to perform liad not prevented me. 

In addition, that Vice-Consulate may be sure that, in the application of the punish- 
ment, the Tribunal has proceeded with entire legality, and only in the last extremity has 
been itself obliged to pronounce the sentence already executed. 

Tl}is is all that I am able to answer to your polite communications, reiterating the 
assurances of my consideration and esteem. 

God preserve you many years. 

(Signed) JUAN N. BURRIEL. 



No. 54. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Layard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, January 19, 1874. 

YOUR despatches relative to the case of the ^* Virginius " have been received and 
laid before the Queen, and I have much pleasure in stating to you that Her Majesty's 
Government entirely approve your conduct as reported therein. 

Her Majesty's Government entirely appreciate the zeal, ability, and discretion which 
you have shown in dealing witli this matter, and they are satisfied that it is in great 
measure owing to your efforts that very grave consequences, which might otherwise have 
ensued, have been happily averted. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLK 
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No, 55. 

Sir E. Thornton to Earl Ghranville. -^(Received January 19.) 

(Extract.) Washington, January 5, 1874. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that the steamer " Virginius,** whilst 
on her voyage from Dry Tortugas to New York, and being towed by the United States' 
steamer " Ossippee," sank at sea off Cape Fear on the 26th ultimo. Inclosed is a printed 
copy of the official Report of the occurrence. 

There is no doubt that the *^ Virginius'' was in a bad state when captured by the 
*^ Tornado," and her condition probably contributed to her capture ; for she had 
previously been known as a very fast vessel. 

Since the publication of the opinion of the Attorney-General, copy of which was 
nclosed in my despatch of the 23rd ultimo,* Mr. Patterson, who was registered in 1870 
as the owner of the "Virginius," has written two letters to the Secretary of State 
protesting against the statement that he was not at that time the owner of the vessel, 
though he does not assert that she had not changed hands since then. He says, however, 
that the Attorney-General had given his opinion without calling upon him to defend 
himself from the charge that he had obtained the certificate of registry on false grounds. 



Inclosure in No. 55. 
Extract from the *' National Republican'' of December 31, 1873. 

New Yorky December 30. 
THE following is the official Report of Lieutenant David C. Woodrow, who was in 
command of the *^ Virginius " at the time of her sinking : — 

" United States' steamer ^ Ossippee^' at Sea, Lat, 34° 18'^., 
" Sir, " Long. 75° 45' W., December 27, 1«73. 

1 have to report that I took command of the steamer "Virginius" on the evening of 
December 17, off Dry Tortugas, relieving Lieutenant Marix, Ensign George A. Callowner, 
and Second Assistant Ensign N. H. Lambden, together with three machinists, two boiler- 
makers, six seamen E. T., six ordinary seamen, eight seamen and fourteen landsmen 
comprised her complement. Second assistant engineer Kirby and midshipmen Underwood 
and Tyler subsequently joined the ship. I found about 7 tons of coal in the ship and 
over 20 tons of dirt and ashes in her fire rooms. The bilge was very dirty, and she was 
leaking in her forward compartment, and had water in all her compartments. During 
the evening we received stores, &c.,on board, and a working party from the "Ossippee,'' 
who coaled the ship all right from the schooner " Martha A. Hood." The crew of the 
''Virginius" were exhausted by constant work from the time of leaving Bahai Honda. 
Next morning I stopped coaUng, an- 1 put all hands at work pumping and bailing out 
the ship, the water having gained 2 feet during the night. At 8 a.m., water was up to 
the grate bars in both rooms. The forward compartment had a depth of 4 feet, and the 
after compartment 2 feet 6 inches of water. 

During the day I received assistance from the ** Ossippee" in the way of working 
parties to lielp clear the ship of water, repack stuffing boxes, and overhaul the pipes 
about the engine. One party repaired the breaks in the forecastle and caboose. 
Captain Whiting was on board during the day, and examined the leak around her fore- 
foot with chief engineer King and myself. This leak was the only one of any conse- 
quence that I could find in the ship. At 4 p.m. the water was so much reduced that I 
was able to start the fires in the forward boilers, and at 8*15 in the after boilers. As 
soon as steam was reported I commenced backing the engines to clear the ship of water 
by her bilge pumps. At 1*30 a.m. Captain Whiting expressed himself satisfied that the 
"Virginius'' was in full condition to go nortli, and left the ship. Shortly- after we went 
to sea in tow of the " Ossippee." During tfie day, and as long as the sea was compara- 
tively smooth, we managed to keep the water down with the main engine pump. As we 
proceeded north and the sea rose, the working of the ship gradually loosened the rivets 
of one of her bow plates, and an old patch on lier bow became loose and she leaked so 
badly that 1 had to plug up her timber holes in the forward bulkhead to keep her fire- 
rooms clear. 

During the forenoon of the 22nd instant I threw overboard her port bower anchor 
and all heavy weights in her fore hold, consisting of old iron rigging, chain cable, &c,, 
and shifted the coal from the fore hold aft, in order to lighten her forward. 
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On the afternoon of the 23rd we had from 8 to 10 feet of water in the forward 
compartment, and so mnch water in the ftiel rooms as to endanger pntting out the fires : 
and I signalled to you not to go further north, that there wag a dock at Charleston, 
knowing that it would be dangerous to risk carrying away her forward bulkhead, and 
having no reliance on any of her pumps, which had been constantly breaking down and 
becoming choked ever since we started ; besides this, my men were worn out, their berths 
were drenched, and they had no place to sleep. Her booms were then working so much 
that the trunks in the forecastle came adrift from the ship's side. 

At 3 A.M. December 24 the crown sheet of the middle furnace of the boiler caved in, 
and I hauled the fire from that boiler. Shortly after several blisters were reported in 
the forward boiler. 

At daylight I signalled the condition of the boilers and water, and you sent chief 
engineer King on board to inspect her boilers ; and I imderstood that, in his opinion, they 
were not safe, and I gave orders not to carry more than 5 lbs. of steam imless in extreme 
necessity. 

With this low pressure one of the furnaces gave out in the afternoon, having a 
blister on the crown sheets 3 feet long. From this time until we made fast to you again 
on the 27th instant we had about the same amount of water in the ship, but when we 
stopped our engines the water gained on us, and I asked you for permission to back my 
engines. Owing to having but three serviceable furnaces in forward boiler we could not 
carry steam to work the engines fast enough to throw much water^ and as the sea 
increased so did the water, and I asked yon toward night to haul up close and take us 
off. Half an hour after I got the donkey-pump working, and as we were keeping the 
water at a stand 1 signalled that I could hold on till daylight. The water gained on 
us gradually during tlio night, until it put our fires out at 5 a.m. on the 26th instant, 
when the donkey-pump stopped. The hand-pump was broken and could not be 
repaired with any means at our command, so I signalled for you to take us off imme- 
diately. 

The forward compartment was full of water up to within a foot and a half of the 
spar-deck. There was five feet of water in the hold, with water over the grate-bars 
in the fire-rooms, and after-compartment dry. The sea was very rough, and it was 
blowing a gale of wind from the north«east, and I did not think it safe to remain on 
board a minute longer than necessary. 

When your boat came under the " Virginius' " bows, I put landsmen in her first, 
and then only stopped work passing water out of the ship. It took five trips to take us 
all off, the officers going in the last boat. As it turned out I might have been abh; to 
save the men's bags and hammocks, but under the circumstances T deemed it inexpedient 
to attempt it. At 4*17 p.m., the " Virginius sank, with her bowsprit in eight fathoms 
of water, the crosstrees above water. 

" Very respectfully, 
(Signed) ''DAVID C. WOODROW, 

" Lieutenant-Commander, United States' Navy. 
'* To Commander John Walters, commanding 
*^ United States' steamer ' Ossippee.' " 
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No. 56. 

Sir E. Thornton to Earl Granville.~^{Reoeived January 19.) 
(Extract.) Washington^ January 5, 1874. 

I HAVE the honour 1o inclose three copies of some telegrams which have been 
published, and which passed between General Sickles and Mr. Fish, relative to tho 
resignation of the former as United States' Minister at Madrid. 

Amongst all parties it seems a matter of satisfaction that the Government has been 
able to escape* a rupture with Spain. 
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Inclosure in No. 56. 

Extract from the -^National Republican'^ of December 31, 1873. 

Telegrams betwebn Secretary Fish and General Sicklb^.^ — The following are 
the telegrams which passed between Minister Sickles and Secretary Fish in relettion to 
the resignation of the former aa Minister at the Court of Madrid :-^ 
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Mr^ Sickles tenders his Resignation^ 



** Madrid, December 6, 1 873, 
" Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State, Wasbitigton, 

'^ It is published, semi-officially, that the Government disapproves of my condttet in 
the case of the ' Virginins.' If, in the opinion of the President, my resigtiation would 
facilitate a satisfactory termination of that question, or be otherwise advantageotia to the 
I)ublic interests, such resignation may be considered as hereby respectfully tendered. 

(SigDed) " Sickles." 



" Mr. Fish's Reply. 



"Sickles, Minister, Madrid. '* Washington, December 6, 1873. 

" The alleged publication of disapproval of your conduct is entirely unauthorised. 
No dissatisfaction has been expressed or intimated, and it is deemed important that you 
remain. Your resignation at this time would not be accepted, as it would interfere with 
the prospects of an accommodation. 

(Signed) '^FiSH." 



" Second despatch from Mr. Sickles. 

^* Madrid, December J 6, 1873. 
" Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State, Washington. 

" I respectfully request that my telegram of 6th instant, tendering my resignation, 
and your reply of same date, may be now published. 

(Signed) '' Sickles." 



" Mr. Pish Declines. 

"Sickles, Madrirl. *' Washington, Decemher 17, 1873. 

*'\our lender of resignation was only hypothetical, and your telegram referred it 
to alleged publications unknown here, attributing dissatisfaction which had not been 
expressed. Under these circumstances, publication is not deemed necessary, and cannot 
be authorized. 

(Signed) "Fish.*' 



*' Mr. Sickles insists upon Resigning. 

« Madrid, December 20, 1873. 
** Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State, Washington. 

" I respectfully renew the tender of my resignation, which I trust may be accepted 
now without interfering with the prospects of an accommodation. 

(Signed) " Sickles." 



i€ 



The Resignation accepted. 



"Sickles, Madrid. " Washington, December 20, 1873. 

" Your resignation will be accepted. Letters of recall, with instructions, will be 
forwarded by next mail* 

(Signed) *'Fish." 



No. 57. 

Sir E. Thornton to Earl Oranville. — (Received January 1 9.) 

My Lord, Washington, January 6, 1874, 

I HAVE the honour to inclose three printed copies of a Message which was 
yesterday sent by the President to Congress on its re-assembling, on the subject of the 
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negotiadons with the Spanish Government, and with Admiral Polo, relative to tlie 
steamer " Virginins.** The Message was accompanied by correspondence with General 
Sickles and Admiral Polo, only a part of which is given in the inclosed document, with 
a pr/cU of the remainder. It also submits correspondence with the United States' Consuls 
in Cuba. 

The President gives his views as to the right of the " Virginius " to carry the 
American flag, and expresses his opinion that when she last left Kingston she had that 
right as against all other Powers except the United States. 

As soon as I am able to obtain a copy of the complete correspondence, I shall not 
fail to forward it to your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 
iSigned) EDWD. THORNTON. 



Inclosure in No. 57. 

Extract from the ^^ National Republican ^^ of January 6, 1874. 

Mbssage of thb President, with the Correspondence. — THE President yester- 
day sent the following message to the Senate and House of Representatives : — 

" In my annual Message of December last 1 gave reason to expect that, when tne 
full and "accurate text of the correspondence relating to the steamer * Virginius/ which 
had been telegraplied in cypher, should be received, the papers concerning the capture 
of the vessel, the execution of a part of its passengers and crew, and the restoration of 
the ship and survivors, would be transmitted to Cojigress. 

" In compliance with the expectations then held out, I now transmit the papers and 
correspondence on that subject. 

*' On the 26th day of September, 1 870, the * Virginius ' was registered in the 
Custom-house at New York as the property of a citizen of the United States, he having 
first made oath, as required by law, that he was * the true and only owner of the said 
vessel, and that there was no subject or citizen of any foreign Prince or State, directly 
or indirectly, by way of trust, confidence, or otherwise, interested therein.* 

^'Having complied with the requisites of the statute in that behalf, she cleared in 
the usual way for the port of Cura^oa, and on or about the 4th day of October, 1870, 
sailed for that port. 

** It is not disputed that she made the voyage according to her clearance, nor that 
from that day to this she has not returned within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
of the United States. It is also understood that she preserved her American papers, and 
that when witliin foreign ports she made the practice of putting forth a claim to American 
nationality, which was recognized 6y the authorities at such ports. 

" When, therefore, she left the port of Kingston in October last, under the flag of 
the United States, she would appear to have had, as against all powers except the 
United States, the right to fly that flag and to claim its protection as enjoyed by all 
regularly documented vessels registered as part of our commercial marine. 

'* No state of war existed, conferring upon a maritime Power the right to molest or 
detain upon the liigh seas a documented vessel, and it cannot be pretended that the 
* Virginius * had placed herself without the pale of all law by acts of piracy against the 
human race. If her papers were irregular or fraudulent, the offence was one against 
the laws of the United States, justifiable only to their tribunals. When, therefore, it 
became known that the * Virginius ' had been captured on the high seas by a Spanish 
man-of-war ; that the American flag had been hauled down by the captors ; that the 
vessel had been carried to a Spanish port, and that Spanish tribunals were taking juris- 
diction over the persons of those found on her, and exercising that jurisdiction upon 
American citizens, not only in violation of international law, but in contravention of the 
provisions of the Treaty of 1795, 1 directed a demand to be made upon Spain for the 
restoration of the vessel, and for the return of the survivors to the protection of the 
United States, for a salute to the flag, and for the punishment of the offending parties. 

" The principles upon which these demands rested could not be seriously questioned, 
but it was suggested by the Spanish Government that there were grave doubts whether 
the ' Virginius ' was entitled to the character given her by her papers, and therefore it 
might be proper for the United States, after llie surrender of the vessel and the survivors, 
to dispense with the salute to the flag, should such facts be established to their satisfac- 
tion. 
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" This seemed to be reasonable and just. I therefore assented to it on the assurance 
that Spain would then declare that no insult to the flag of the United States had been 
intended. 

" I also authorized an agreement to be made that, should it be shown to the satisfac- 
tion of this Government that the ^ Virginius ' was improperly bearing the flag, proceedings 
should be instituted in our Courts for the punishment of the oflence committed against 
the United States. 

On her part, Spain undertook to proceed against those who had offended the sove- 
reignty of the United States, or who had violated their Treaty rights. 

" The surrender of the vessel and the survivors to the jurisdiction of the Tribunals 
of the United States was an admission of the principles upon whicn the demand had been 
founded. I therefore had no hesitation in agreeing to the arrangemeuis finally made 
between the two Governments — an arrangement which was moderate and just, and 
calculated to cement the good relations which have so long existed between Spain and 
he United States. 

" Under this agreement the * Virginius/ with the American flag flying, was delivered 
to the navy of the United States at Bahia Honda, in the Island of Cub^, on the 16th 
ultimo. She was In an unseaworchy condition. In the passage to New York she 
encountered one of the most tempestuous of our winter storms. At the risk of their 
lives the oflBcers and crew placed in charge of her attempted to keep her afloat. Their 
eflbrts were unavailing, and she sunk off* Cape Fear. The priso7)ers who survived the 
massacres were surrendered at Santiago de Cuba on the 18th ultimo, and reached the 
port of New York in safety. 

" The evidence submitted on the part of Spain to establish the fact that the 
* Virginius ' at the time of her capture was Improperly bearing the flag of the United 
States, is transmitted herewith, together with the opinion of the Attomey-Greneral thereon, 
and a copy of the note of the Spanish Minister, expressing, on behalf of his Government, 
a disclaimer of anv intent of indignitv to the flag of the United States. 

" U. 8. GRANT." 

The following are extracts from the correspondence :— 

" (No, 20.) 
* * Mr. Fish to General Sickles. 

" (Telegraphic.) " Washington^ November 14, 1873. 

** Your telegram announcing adjournment of Conference received. Unless abundant 
reparation shall have been voluntarily tendered, you will demand the restoration of the 
' Virginius ' and the release and delivery to the United States of the persons captured on 
her who have not already been massacred, and that the flag of the United States be 
saluted in the port of Santiago, and the signal punishment of the officials who were 
concerned in the capture of the vessel and the execution of the passengers and crew. 

*^ In case of refusal of satisfactory reparation within twelve days from this date, you 
will, at the expiration of that time, close your Legation, and will, together with your 
secretary, leave Madrid, bringing with you ihe archives of the Legation* You may leave 
the printed documents constituting the library in charge of the Legation of some friendly 
Power which you may select, who will consent to take charge of them. 

"You wiU signify the reception of this by telegraphing to me, in plain, the word 
New Jersey. 

(Signed) « Fish." 



''(No. 26.) 
*' General Sickles to Mr. Fish. 



•' (Telegraphic.) " Madrid, November 1 5, 1 873. 

'' Made demand by note to-day at 3 in the afternoon^ 

(Signed) " Sickles." 
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« (No. 27.) 

^' General Sickles to Mr. Fish. 

''(Telegraphic.) ''Madrid, November 15, 1873. 

*' Received an ill-tempered note to-day from the Minister of State rejecting: the 
protest, and saying that Spain would nevertheless consider and decide questions 
according to law and her dignity. 

(Signed) ''Sickles.'* 



" (No. 56.) 
** General Sickles to Mr. Fish. 



" (Telegraphic.) " Madrid, November 20, 1873. 

*• If permitted to offer a suggestion with reference to your instructions of the 19th, 
I would remark that the tone, temper, and substance of the written communications 
made to me by the Minister of State are very different from the apparent purport of the 
telegram sent to the Spanish Minister in Washington and communicated to you. The 
refusal to say a word about the merits of the case in a reply to a demand repelled as 
arbitrary, inadmissible, and humiliating, was announced to me here on the same day that 
different professions were made to you. 

" M. Carvajars notes to me are exhibited here as showing the real position of this 
Government. They are offensive in form and unsatisfactory in substance. If we hesi- 
tate, it will be asserted and believed in Spain and Cuba that we pause before the defiant 
attitude assumed by this Government and people. This boast will be supported by the 
official and formal declarations of this Cabinet in reply to communications I have made 
to it in obedience to your instructions. Misapprehending our forbearance, Spain wouid 
abuse any success obtained by duplicity and delay, and show herself more than 
ever arrogant and regardless of our rights and dignity. On the other hand, any conces- 
sion not obtained at Washington will appear to corroborate the intimation made here 
in liigh quarters, and generally believed, that my action in the matter of the ' Virginius' 
has not been in conformity with the instructions I have received, and is not approved by 
my Government. I have the best reasons for the opinion that my prompt withdrawal 
from Madrid, in default of the reparation the President has directed me to demand will 
convince Spain we are in earnest, and she will yield our terms, and peace may be 
honourably preserved. 

" The fact tliat Spain holds one attitude here and presents another in Washington on 
the same day would seem to implicate her sincerity, and this dissimulation I am sure is 
due to the fear of a diplomatic rupture, or something worse. This Cabinet has already 
obtained all the information they will ever get from Cuba about this transaction. 

"The Italian Government has kindly consented to allow Count Maffi, Charg6 d'Affaires 
of Italy in Madrid, to take care of American interests here, and accept the custody of 
the library and property of this Legation, on application being made on your authority 
through our Minister in Rome. I hope you will make the request, and that this courtesy 
will be duly acknowledged. 

(Signed) " Sickles." 



" (No. 57.) 
" Mr. Fhh to General Sickle^^. 

" (Telegraphic.) " Washington, November 21, 1873. 

'* Your telegram, suggesting a possible difference or altitude on the part of Spain, 
in Madrid and here, which you think calls your withdrawal from Madrid, and asking a 
request to the Italian Government to authorize its representative to take care of our 
library at Madrid, has been laid before the President, who decides that public interests 
require that you should remain at your post until expiration of time heretofore named, 
or until further orders. If a difference exists, as you suggest, the President feels it his 
duty to take into consideration the representations made at Washington, whicli approach 
most nearly to compliance with our just demands, and he depends upon you to co-operate 
with our efforts to induce Spain to make such concessions as may avert a rupture 



75 

between the two Republics without questioning the sincerity of the Madrid Cabinet. It 
will not be possible to send a vessel to Valencia. 

(Signed) '' Fish." 



^' (No. 35.) 

'* General Sickles to Mr. Fish. 

" (Telegraphic) ''Madrid, November 16, 1873. 

** Mr. Layard informs me he has received instructions from his Government con- 
cernino; seventeen British subjects among the crew of the * Virginius' executed, and 
seven more under sentence of death, the latter all minors. Of the seventeen dead, six 
were executed immediately on the arrival of the * Virginius' in port. A British frigate 
is ordered to Santiago, 

(Signed) '' Sickles.'* 
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(No. 48.) 
*' General Sickles to Mr^ Fish. 






(Telegraphic.) ''Madrid, November 19, 1873. 

Popular feeling was high here against the United States and this Legation. Press 
violent and abusive, advising Government to order me out of Spain. Last night a mob 
was collected to attack and sack the Legation. The authorities interfered and preserved 
the peace. 

(Signed) " Sickles.'* 



" (No. 49.) 

*' General Sickles to Mr. Fish. 

'^ (Telegraphic.) "Madrid, November 19, 1873. 

" Spain asked the good offices of England. Lord Granville declined unless on tli 
basis of ample reparation made to the United States. 

" No. 2 is the telegram of November 7, from Mr. Fish to General Sickles that the 
summary proceedings in the case of the * Virginius * prisoners demands investigation as 
inhuman. Reparation will be required if American citizens have been wrongfully 
executed. 

'^ No. 6, from General Sickles to Mr. Fish, under date of November 8, gives a 
detailed account of an interview with the Spanish Minister of State, and says no formal 
demand will be necessary on the part of the United States, as the Spanish Government 
will at once take up the question and decide it. The case of the * Deerhound ' is 
cited. The same principles will be applied to the ' Virginius.* Imperative orders sent 
from Madrid to close proceedings. 

"No. 10, telegram of November 12, from Mr. Fish to General Sickles, in which the 
latter is instructed to protest against the execution of the 'Virginius' prisoners as 
barbarous, but is confidentially informed that doubts exist as to the right of the ' Virginius ' 
to carry the flag. 

** No. 63, telegram of November 25, from Mr. Fish to General Sickles. If no 
accommodation is reached by next day he is to leave. If a proposition is submitted, he 
will refer it to Washington and await action. 

" No. 68, General Sickles to Mr. Fish. Telegram of November 26 transmits the 
substance of a note received from the Minister of State containing a proposal for an 
adjustment. 

" No. 73, telegram from General Sickles to Mr. Fish of November 28. Has reason 
to think the Spanish Government will yield to our terms. Hopes to announce result 
that afternoon. 

*' No. 77, Mr. Fish to General Sickles. Telegram of November 28. Supposing 
from Sickles' despatches that he had left Madrid, tbc answer to the last Spanish proposal 
had been made to Admiral Polo, at Washington. 

'* No. 85, Mr. Fish to Mr. Sickles. Telegram of December 2, instructing him to 
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express to the Minister of State the President's disappointment at the delay in carrying 
out the agreement^ and that he looks for the immediate execution of it. 

**Nos. 105 to 130 comprise the correspondence between the Secretary of State 
and Admiral Polo, the Spanish Minister at Washington^ commencing November 12, 1873, 
and ending January 2, 1874, including the proposal for arbitration by Spain and the 
Report of Mr, Fish at an interview on November 21, to submit to arbitration the 
question of an ■ indignity to the flag ; but is willing to submit all questions which are 
properly subjects of reference. November 23. Admiral Polo endorses a telegram from 
Madrid that reported hostile demonstrations against Minister Sickles are not true; 
various memoranda of conversations between Mr. Fish and Admiral Polo are given, 
Mr. Fish, on the part of the United States, steadily refusing any arrangement which did 
not include the immediate surrender of the ' Virginius,* and finally the Protocol of 
Conference, signed November 29* On December 10, Admiral Polo submitted to 
Mr. Fish evidence that the * Virginias,' at the time of her capture, was not entitled to 
carry the flag of the United States, including depositions of various parties. December 22, 
Mr. Fish to Admiral Polo, states that it has been established that the ^ Virginius ' was 
not entitled to carry the flag at the time of her eapturet Salute will be dispensed with, 
and, in accordance with terms of Protocol, proceedings commenced against parties 
implicated. 

" The correspondence with the United States' Consuls in Cuba is also submitted. 

" The last of the list is undei* date of January 3, 1874, Admiral Polo to Mr. Fish, 
expressing, on behalf of his Government, a disclaimer of any intent of indignity to the 
flag of the United States/' 
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No. 58. 
Sir E.'^ Thornton to Earl Granville. — (Received January 19.) 

(Extract.) Washington^ January 5, 1874. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a despatch which I have received from Her 
Majesty's Consul-General at New York, relative to certain British subjects who were 
amongst the survivors of the crew and passengers of the steamer " Virginius,'* and who 
where brought to New York from Santiago de Cuba by the United States' steamer 
^* Juniata.*' A copy of my answer is also inclosed. Mr. Archibald reports that these 
men are destitute, and that he has furnished them with subsistence. 

1 have approved of his having done so, and of the suggestion that one of them, 
Henry King, should be sent as a distressed British seaman to England, and the remainder 
to Jamaica. 



Tnclosure 1 in No. 58. 
Conml'Qeneral Archibald to Sir E. Thornton. 



Sir, • New Yorky January 3, 1874- 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that the undermentioned persons* who were 
brought from Santiago de Cuba in the United States' ship of war '* Juniata," being a 
portion of the captives of the ** Virginius," have appeared before me to-day to claim 
as British subjects protection and assistance in the peculiar circumstances in which 
they arc placed. They number in all ten, of whom one is an Englishman, a native 
of Chester, and the nine others, chiefly boys, are coloured natives of Jamaica, with the 
exception of one, who is a native of the Bahamas^ 

I have examined them as to the circumstances coimected with their engaging on 
board the " Virginius/* and from their statements, which appear to be truthful, I learn 
that Henry King, the Englishman, who had been an engineer on board a British ship, 
and was left in Jamaica sick in hospital, on recovery was engaged as assistant engineer 
on board the ^* Virginius," at 7/. a month, and signed Articles on board the steamer in 

• 

* Henry King, native of Chester, age 26, assistant-engineer ; Charles Desbrosse (coloured), Jamaica, age If, 
Captain's boy ; John Rothmouth (coloured), Jamaica, age 19, lamp trimmer; William Dunn (coloured), Jamaica, 
age 15, engineers' mess boy; Joseph Spirito Santo (coloured), Nassau, age 19, cook's assistant; Samuel Hall, 
(coloured), Jamaica, age 15, cigar maker, passenger ; George Winter (coloured), Jamaica, age 17, shoemaker, 
passenger; William Nathaniel Marshall (coloured), Jamaica, age 16, carpenter, passenger; George Burke 
(coloured), age 15, painter, passenger ; William Curtis (coloured), Jamaica, age 22, coppersmith, passenger. 
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presence of the United States* Consul at Kingston, He did not read the Articles* but 
Tinderstood that they were going to Port Simon or Simon Bay in Costa Rica. Of the 
coloured boys, one engaged as a lamp-trimmer, and, as he says, signed Articles on 
board, A second engaged as engineers' mess boy, without signing Articles ; a third 
engaged as cook, without signing Articles; and a fourth as captain's boy, without 
signing Articles. The other five were passengers for Simon Bay ; and all, as they 
state, paid passage money,. each about 50*., some agreeing besides to work on board. 

These persons were landed here fVom the "Juniata,'* on Monday, having all 
received clothing from the commander of that ship. Since landing, they have been 
subsisted at a boarding-house tw^ar Fulton Ferry, but at whose expense they do not 
know. They have now been turned adritlt, and are utterly destitute of means of 
support. 

Under the circumstances, I have placed them, temporarily, on the fioard of 
Trade subsistence list, and have Sent them to the Seamens' Home, until 1 can receive 
iustructions from you in regard to them. The engineer 1 can Send to England as 
a distressed seaman ; the coloured Jamaicans, who are a helpless set, will have to be 
sent back to Kingston, for which port the regular steamer of the Atlas line will sail 
hence on the 13th instant. An opportunity of forwarding them by sailing-vessel is not 
likely to present itself in the meantime. 

Since commencing to write this Report, I learn from a Captain George Brown, 
who referred the men to this office, that they were discharged from the '* Juniata," and 
taken charge of by some of the Cuban Junta, who have provided for them until to-d y, 
but refuse to contribute anything further towards their maintenance. 

I learn that there are two other British subjects among the prisoners, who were 
also discharged from the *^ Juniata," but they have not yet presented themselves at this 
Consulate. 

I have, &Ci 

(Signed) E. U. ARCHIBALD. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 58. 
8ir E. Thornton to ComuUQeneral Archibald. 

Sir, Washington, January 4, 1874. 

WITH reference to your despatch of yesterday's date, 1 have to state that, under 
the extraordinary circumstances which caused the ten British subjects named in that 
despatch (being a portion of the captives of the " Virginius") to be brought to New 
York, I approve of your furnishing them with subsistence and of sending them, Henry 
Kmg to England as a distressed British seaman and the remainder to Jamaica, by the 
steamer of the 13th instant, making the best bargain you can for their conveyance. 

You will do well, before they leave New York, to take from them a declaration as 
to what occurred from the time of their Engagement at Kingston until they were released 
at Santiago de Cuba, and to report both to Earl Granville and to his Excellency the 
Governor of Jamaica where they may be fbund on their arrival in England and Jamaica 
respectively, in case it should be found necessary to examine them again. 

It will also be advisable that you should send to the Foreign Office a separate 
account of the disbursements which you shall have ihade on account of these men, 
without iVaiting for the end of the quarter. 

I have, ice. 
(Signed) EDWD. THORNTON. 
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No- 69. 

iSir £* Thornton to Earl Qrawvitte^ — (Received January 25.) 

My Lord, Washinaton, January 12> l&'?4t 

WITH reference to my despatch the 6th instant, I have the honour to inclose copy 
of a further despatch from Her Majesty's Consul-General at New York, informing me 
of the manner m which he has disposed of Henry King, who acted as Assistant* 
Engineer on board the ' Virginius/ and that he proposes to send the eleven coloured 
lads, British subjects, of the ' Virginius ' to Jamaica, by a steamer which will sail 
to-morrow« 
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Mr. Archibald has also forwarded me the declarations which, at my request, he 
look from Henry King and the coloured lads. These I have the honour to transmit in 
original. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) EDWD. THORNTON. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 69. 
Consul' General Archibald to Sir JS. Thornton. 

Sir, New York, January 10, 1874. 

REFERRING to my despatch of the 5th instant, in reference to the British 
subjects captured on board the steamer *Virginius,' and brought to this port from 
Santiago de Cuba, in the United States' ship " Juniata,'' I now beg leave to report to 
you that the two remaining coloured lads have, since the date of my despatch, reported 
themselves to me. Their names are Abraham L. Pinto, coloured, aged 17 years, native 
of Jamaica, cigar maker ; and Sydney Robertson Atcheson, coloured, aged 20 years, 
native of Jamaica, carriage maker. 

I inclose herewith the declarations made before me, respectively by Henry King, 
the Englishman who acted as Assistant Engineer of the *' Virginius;'* of Abraham L. 
Pinto, one of the coloured lads ; and of all tlie other coloured lads. There is no doubt 
in my mind that all of these declarents, as well as the rest of the British subjects men- 
tioned in King's declaration, who formed part of the crew, and were shot at Santiago, 
had no knowledge whatever that the Master of the " Virginius" intended to proceed to 
Cuba, and that they believed they were engaged to proceed on a lawful voyage direct 
to Limon Bay and back to Kingston. If the ** Virginius" had escaped the vigilance of 
the Spanish cruiser " Tornado," and had landed in Cuba such of the passengers as pro- 
ceeded in her for the purpose of being landed there, no doubt she would have continued 
her voyage to Limon Bay and back to Kingston. 

I sent King to Liverpool by the steamship '^ Calabria," which sailed from hence on 
Wednesday last, and I propose to send the eleven coloured lads to Kingston by the 
steamship " Etna," of the Atlas line, which is appointed to sail on Tuesday next. 

I have had to provide some additional clothing for all of the men. I will transmit 
to you a statement of the whole of the expenses incurred by me so soon as I shall have 
disposed of all the persons now in my charge. 

I have &c« 
(Signed) ' E. M. ARCHIBALD. 



Inclosure 2 in Uo. 69. 



Declaration of Henry King (a British subject), Assistant Engineer of the '^ Virginius*' 

PERSONALLY appeared before me, Edward Mortimer Archibald, Her Britannic 
Majesty's Consul-General at the British Consulate-General Office, New York, on this 
3rd day of January, a.d. 1874, Henry King, who declares as follows : — 

I am a native of Chester, England, of the age of twenty-six years. I was trained 
as an engine-fitter, at Crewes. I joined the British steamer *' Caribbean " at Liverpool, 
on the 11th July last, as oiler and trimmer in the engine-room, and came out to Jamaica 
where; being attacked by yellow-fever, I was discharged on the 27th of August, and sent to 
hospital. [Declarant produces his certificate of discharge, proving these facts.] I remained 
in hospital over six weeks, and then went to the Sailors' Home, at Kingston. I was 
anxious to return to England, but found there would be no steamer for home until about 
three weeks. The Master of the Sailors' Home recommended me to go on board the 
'' Virginius," where I could get employment for a trip to Port Simon, which would take 
only ten or twelve days, and I could be back in time for the English steamer. I went on 
board with the Master of the Home, and saw there the Chief Engineer and Captain Fry. 
They told me they were going to Port Limon and coming back again, and offered me 
wages as Assistant Engineer, at the rate of 71 a month. I came on shore, but returned 
on board the same evening and signed articles in the cabin. Several other men were 
there, and signed articles at the same time. Captain Pry. and the Chief Engineer were 
present, and also a gentleman who I was told was the United States Consul's clerk. He 
signed his name as witness. Amongst the men who signed articles were several 
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Englishmen, They had engaged before I first went on board. I fonnd them therd- 
Of these, there were the second mate, named James Flood, who afterwards told me he 
belonged to Lancaster, England ; James Harris, third mate, who also told me after- 
wards that he belonged to England, but did not say to what part ; Edward Williams, 
the Chief Steward, who afterwards told me that he belonged to Liverpool ; George 
Thompson, a sailor, who belonged to London ; James Hazel, a sailor, who belonged to 
Preston, England ; Frederick Price, a fireman, who belonged to Sonthport, Lancashire ; 
Barney Herald, a fireman, who told me he was an Irishman^ but had been sailing out of 
Liverpool for a long time. There were about eleven Englishmen or British subjects 
(not including the coloured lads from Kingston), but I cannot now recollect the 
names of any except the above mentioned. I was paid an advance of 21. I5s. 
when I signed articles, and all the others who signed received an advance each. 
The day after we signed articles we sailed, about 4 o'clock p.m. 1 do not recollect 
the day of the week or month, but it was about the 25th of October. On the 
day we sailed, and about two hours before sailing, the passengers all came on board. 
There must have been about 100 of them. They brought their bags and bundles 
with them. Tlie steamer was lying at the wharf, and two Custom House officers 
stood at the gangways and examined the packages of ail the passengers as they 
came on board, and took down their names. They then called all the crew aft on the 
quarter-deck and took all our names down. The Custom House officers, when we 
started, came out with us as far as the light-house, and tlien left and returned in the 
steam launch. The day after we sailed we put into Jeremie, on account of the leakiness 
of tlie steamer. From there we went to Port au Prince, where we did something to stop 
the leaking. We were there about two days, and took on board a cow and some pigs. 
From Port au Prince we proceeded, and on the following day we were chased by the 
^^ Tornado," and were captured about half-past ten at night. It was about two days 
after we sailed from Kingston that I suspected the steamer might be going to Cuba. 
A rumour got afloat to this eflect, and was spoken of amongst us Englishmen. I am 
most positive that none of the Englishmen on board, nor myself, had any idea what- 
ever of this being the steamers destination at the time we left Kingston. It was 
about two days after we sailed that I first noticed the person who was afterwards 
called General Ryan. He came on board with the rest of the passengers when they 
all came together as I have mentioned. When we were captured I and all of the 
officers and crew, except the second engineer, were taken on board the " Tornado,*' 
where our legs were ironed and our hands tied behind us. My clothes and effects were 
in two carpet-bags, with my gold watch, and about 6/. lO^. in money ; all which were 
taken by the people of the " Tornado," and I have seen nothing whatever of any of 
them since. All the others were served in the same way. After arriving at Santiago 
the officers and crew all remained on board the " Tornado *' for about two days. Then 
we were put on board gun-boats in the harbour, in squads of about fourteen. After 
that wo were taken on board the *' Tornado," before a court-martial of some eight or 
nine Spanish officers. We were asked, through an interpreter, a few questions as to 
whether there were arms on board, and if we knew where the " Virginius *' was going 
to, or rather if she was going to Cuba. I told them I knew of no arms on board. 
Indeed I never saw any, and never heard there where any until we were being chased. 
I told the interpreter I had been on board a British ship. I was asked if I had any 
papers, and I showed them my discharge from the " Caribbean," which I had fortunately 
in my pocket. It was handed back to me, and I was told to keep it, as it might be of 
service to me. I do not know whether any of the other men showed their discharges. 
In the evening after the close of the inquiry we were taken back to the different gun- 
boats from which we had been brought. Next morning, about ten o'clock, they came 
to the gunboat I was in and took me and nine others, most of them English, on shore, 
where wc saw most of the other men of the crew landing from the gunboats* They 
then took us out, and the interpreter called out our names ; and as the names were called 
the men were bound and tied together in parties of four. My name was not called at 
all, and I was left alone, but my hands were tied behind me. An officer came to me 
with the interpreter and asked my name. I told it to him. He opened a book and 
looked at it, and sent me back in the boat to the same gunboat from which I had been 
brought, and then they untied me and allowed me to walk about on the deck. In the 
afternoon the marines on the gunboat made signs to me that the other men were going to 
be shot, and shortly afterwards I saw them shot, that is, Captain Fry and the officers and 
men. Our gunboat was about 150 yards from the shore, and the shooting took place 
about the same distance from the beach ; in all, about 300 yards from where I was. 
The next day I was taken on shore, and there met the remainder of the crew, who 



were beingf landed from the other gunbo^its, They bound and tied ua as before, and 
called opt our names, and I thought they- were gonig to take us out and shoot lis, but 
instead of that they took ns to prison. We remained there about three weeks, when 
one night about 1 a.m. we were all taken out, with our hands tied behind us, and 
marched off through the bush, about seven miles, to the Morro Fort. We remained 
there that night, and were then put on board a gunboat and started, as we believed, 
for Havana. There were jn all of us 102, coloured men and boys included. The gun»- 
boat grounded and remained ashore for two days and two nights, when we were taken 
off by another steamer and landed at Santiago, and sent to our old prison. About a 
week afterwards we were all again marched to the Morro Fort, and there stayed 
about a week, and were again marched back to the prison in Santiago. From the 
prison we were taken on board the " Juniata," and brought to New York. We were 
all treated very harshly in the Fort, as well as in the prison. We liad to Ke down on 
the floor to sleep, and were covered with vermin from head to foot. Our food con- 
sisted of rice and fish mixed, very poor stuff, and very little of it. We had some at 
nine in the morning and again at four in the afternoon ; but many of our number could 
not eat it at all, and were nearly starved. I am still suffering from the ill-treatment I 
received there. After we had been about a week landed at Santiago the Consul and 
Commander of the "Niobe'* came to visit and examine us. Tliey took down our 
statements in writing. They saw our -wretched condition. The Commander said we 
should have some clothes, and the day afterwards the people in charge gave us a pair 
of trowsers and a sort of sack or shirt of the very roughest material. This was all 
we had until we got on board the *' Juniata," where we received some comfortable 
woollen clothing, and were treated very kindly. In conclusion, I decUire most solemnly 
that when I engaged, and when we sailed from Kingston, 1 fully be^lieved th^t — and 
had no reason for believing otherwise than that — we were bound for Port Limon ; and 
I had no idea whatever that tlie '* Vjrginlus " was intended to call or touch at Cuba, or 
that she was beinjg; employed in any other than a peaceftil voyage ; and I make tliis 
statement of the roregoing circumstances, solemnly declaring the same to be true. 

(Signed) HENRY KING, 

Signed and declared by the said Henry King. 

Before me, 
(Signed) E. M. Archibald, Her Majesty's Consul- QeneraU New York, 

Jlnclosufe 3 in Ko. 59. 

Declarations of TVn Coloured I^ads {British subjects). 

PERSONALLY appeared before me, Edward Mortimer Archibald, Her Britannic 
Majesty's Consul-Qeueral, at the British Oonsulate-Oeneral, New York, on this 3rd 
day of January, a.d. 1874, Charles Des Brosse, coloured, of the age of 17 years; John 
Pothemont, coloured, of the age of 19 years; William Denton, coloured, aged 15 years; 
Joseph Spirito Santo, coloured, aged 17 years ; Samuel Hall, coloured, aged 13 years } 
George Winter, coloured, aged 17 years; William Nathaniel Marshall, coioured| 
aged 16 years; George Burke, coloured, aged 15 years; William Curtis, coloured, 
aged 22 years ; Sydney Robertson Atcheson,* aged 20 years, who all severally declare 
that they are natives of Kingston, Jamaica, except the said Joseph Spirito Santo, v^^ho 
is a native of the Bahama Islands. That they are all British subjects. And they further 
declare that some time in the latter part of October last, the steamer " Virginius " being 
then at Kingston, was advertised for Limon Bay, to carry passengers to that place. 
And these declarants, Samuel Hall, George Wmter, William N. Marshall, George 
Burke, William Curtis, and Sydney R. Atcheson, hearing there was good employment 
for hands at Limon Bay, and knowing that labourers were being regularly engaged to 
go there^ eng^aged thejr passages with Captain Fry, the Master of the " Virginius/' 
That the price charged was 3/. or 15 dollars. That the said Sydney R. Atcheson, 
George Burke, and William Curtis paid to the purser of the " virginius," each 31. ; 
William N- Marshall and George Winter paid to him each 505. ; and Samuel Hall 
paid 805. The said Marshall, Winter, and Hall, agreeing to work on board for the 
balance of the passage money. That all of them, except William Curtis, received from 
the purser passage tickets, partly written and partly printed, which they all lost, 
together with their clothes and effects, which were taken by the Spaniards when the 
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^* Vfa^inius" was captured. And this declarant Charles Des Brosse, engaged on board 
as Captain's boy, and was to have received wages at the rate of 25 dollars per month ; 
John Pothemont engaged as lamp-trimmer at 12 dollars a month; William Denton 
engaged as engineer's mess boy at 5 dollars a month ; and Joseph Spirito Santo 
engaged as cook's assistant at 31. a pionth. That Des Brosse and Pothemont signed 
articles^ the others did not sign. And all these declarants solemnly say that they never 
heard that the " Virginias " was going to Cuba, but only to Limon Bay ; and that they 
would not have joined or taken passage in her if they had known that she was going 
to Cuba or to any other place than Limon Bay. That the day the " Virginius '* sailed 
from Kingston there were about 1 00 in all of passengers who embarked, and who were 
examined and passed by the Custom-house officers as they came on board. That 
hardly any, indeed none of the other passengers were known to these declarants, but 
they, the declarants, were all known to each other. That the ^* Virginius" was 
captured on the 31st of October, and these declarants were all bound and placed on 
board the '^ Tornado.'* That everything belonging to them was taken and kept by the 
Spaniards, and they had hardly any clothes on. They were landed on Sunday and put 
in prison, and were treated very badly, nearly starved. They were marched to and 
from the fort, a distance of seven miles, twice, and it was not until the 1 8th of December, 
that they were released and put on board the United States' ship '' Juniata," and some 
of them are still suflfering in health from the hardships they endured. 

(Signed) CHARLES DE BROSSE. 

JOHN POTHEMONT. 

WILLIAM DENTON, his XI mark. 

JOSEPH SPIRITO SANTO, his X mark. 

SAMUEL HAU., his !x! mark. 

GEORGE WINTER. 

WILLIAM li[. MARSHALL, his X mark. 

GEORGE BURK. 

WILLIAM CURTIS. 

SYDNEY R. ATCHESON, his X mark. 

Again read over to, signed, and declared in my presence, January 3, 1874. 

(Signed) E. M. ARCuiBALHy Her Majesty s Consul- Oeneraly New York. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 69. 
Declaration of Abraham Lewis Pinto, Coloured Lad, a British subject. 

PERSONALLY appeared before me, Edward M. Archibald, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General, at the British Consulate, New York, Abraham Lewis Pinto, of the age 
of 17 years, a coloured man, who declares as follows : — 

I am a native of Kingston, Jamaica, a cigar maker by trade. My father and 
mother are both dead, and I have been living with my grandmother in Kingston, and 
working at my trade. Hearing that tlie steamer '* Virginius '* was going to Limon Bay, 
which, I believe, is somewhere in Central America, and that there was work to be had 
there, and work at Kingston being slack, and also hearing that several other coloured 
lads wanting work were going there in the same steamer, I engaged my passage in her. 
The price charged was 15 dollars, but I was told that if I paid 10 dollars, I might 
work on board for the balance. I had but 11. of my own, and I raised another pound 
from friends, and I paid the 21. (they were two bank notes) to Captain Fry on board 
the *♦ Virginius " on the same day that we sailed. I do not remember the day of the 
month, nor the month. I think it was October, but it was a Wednesday. I took my 
knife and cutting-board for making cigars with me. There were several coloured lads 
of my acquaintance also going to Limon Bay to get work. We had all heard * that there 
was a good chance for work there. Vessels used to go and come from Limon Bay 
bringing and taking passengers. I did not hear anything whatever about the " Virginius '* 
going to Cuba. I heard she had cleared for Limon Bay. I was seasick on board, 
but I did what work I could in sweeping the deck, helping to wait at table, and other 
things. About two days after sailing we put into Jeremie to repair the steamer which 
was leaky, but found no conveniences. We afterwards put into Port an Prince for 
a day. The same day that we left Port an Prince we were captured. Most of the 
people were taken from the " Virginius " and put on board the " Tornado "; but I and 
ten or twelve more lads were left on board the " Virginius," and towed into Santiago. 
1 90] M 
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After one day we were all taken ashore and put in jaiL We were all examined in jail 
before a Spanisli Judge. I told him what I have told you now. I told him I wanted 
to see the British Consul, and the others of the lads said the same. I could speak 
Spanish, having lived at Aspinwall for some years. They treated us harshly ; what 
food they gave us we could hardly eat. All our clothes, except what we had on, were 
taken from us on board the ^' Vira:inius" by the Spaniards, and we never got them 
again. A few days afterwards tlie Consul came to see us. He took our statements in 
writing. Tlie Captain of the '' Niobe *' came along with the Consul to see us also. We 
were taken from the jail to the fort, then back to the jail, and again to the fort, where 
we remained until we were put on board the ** Juniata." We were not treated any 
better in the fort than in the jail. On arriving at New York, I was not well, and was 
sent to the hospital at the ITavv yard. I have just been discharged from there. I have 
no clothes or effects except what I have on me, and these clothes were given me on 
board the " Juniata." I had no idea whatever that the *^ Virginias " was gomg to 
Cuba; and when the ** Tornado" was following us, 1 did know that she was chasing 
us until we were captured. I was seasick and asleep for some hours before the capture. 
I am sure that none of the other Kingston lads who went on board the " Virginius," 
thought she was going anywhere except Port Limon. 

(Signed) ABRAHAM L. PINTO. 

Signed and declared before me by the said Abraham L. Pinto, this 6th day of 
January, a.d. 1874. 

(Signed) E. M. Archibald, Her Majestrfs ConsuUOenercU, New York. 



No. 60. 
Sir E. Thornton to Earl Qranville. — (Received January 25.) 

My Lord, Washington^ January 12, 1874. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's telegram of the 9th instant, desiring me to 
procure, if possible, and to send home reports of the examination of the witnesses in the 
" Virginius '^ case, I presume that it alludes to the examination which has recently been 
made of the survivors of the crew and passengers of that vessel by the United States* 
District Attorney at New York. This testimony has not yet been forwarded to 
Washington. Mr. Fish has, however, at my request, given directions that it shall be 
sent to him without delay, and I have no doubt that he will furnish me with a copy 
of it on its arrival, which I shall not fail to forward to your Lordship as soon as 
possible. 

The declarations which had previously been taken by Mr. Archibald at my request 
are inclosed in my previous despatch to-day's date. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ED WD. THORNTON. 



No. 61. 

Consul-General Archibald to Earl Granville. — (Received January 26.) 

My Lord, New York, January 14, 1874# 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith inclosed, for your Lordship's information^ 
a copy of my despatch of this date to Sir Edward Thornton, with reference to tli0 
forwarding from hence to Kingston, Jamaica, of eight of the British subjects captared 
on board the ^' Virginius," and brought to this port from Santiago de Cuba by the United 
States' ship ''Juniata.'' 

(Signed) ' £ M. ASCW&IU). 
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Inclosure I in No. 61. 
Consul'Oeneral Archibald to Sir E. Thornton. 

Sir, New York, January 14, 1874. 

REFERRING to my despatches of the 5th and 10th instant, I now have the 
honour to report to you that I yesterday forwarded to Kingston, Jamaica, by the steam- 
ship "Etna," eight of tlie prisoners of the " Virginias." The accommodation on 
board the " Etna " was so limited that only eight could be taken, and I am obliged to 
detain the remainder until the 30th instant, when I will forward them to Kingston by 
the "Atlas." 

Still another of the captives turned up yesterday, a coloured man named Alfred 
Parker, a native of Jamaica, who was engaged at Kingston as a seaman on board the 
"Virginius." Since he landed here from the "Juniata*' he has been in hospital, from 
whence he was discharged and reported himself to me yesterday. 

I inclose a copy of my letter to the Colonial Secretary of Jamaica, forwarded 
yesterday by the " Etna." 

In reply to an inquiry some days since made by me of the United States' District 
Attorney, whether he had examined the British subjects brought here from Santiago by 
the "Juniata," and, if so, wliother he would furnish me with a copy of their statements, 
I received a communication from which I extract as follows : — 

"On the arrival of the ^Juniata' it was my intention to examine all of the persons 
on board of her who were captured in the * Virginiiis/ but the vessel proved to be so 
crowded, and there was so much danger of disease breaking out on board, that I confined 
my examination to about sixty. I took, or intended to take, all who spoke English, and 
in this way I examined all, or nearly all, of those who claimed to be British subjects. 
My examinatiofi was directed to the circumstances under which the passengers left New 
York and went aboard the 'Virginias' at Jamaica. Of course the British subjects, with 
possibly one or two exceptions, did not go from New York. My examination was not at 
all directed to any occurrences after the capture of the * Virginius ' by the Spanish vessel. 
The examinations were taken down stenographically ; but when the ' Virginius ' sunk 
there ceased to be any matter pending in my oiBce in which they could be of use, and, 
as there was then no means of re-imbursing myself for the expense of writing them out, 
1 have never had it done. If you desire it, I will look up the stenographers and send 
them to YOU." 

Under the circumstances, I have not thought it advisable to incur the expense of 
procuring copies of the statements in question. I may add that, so far as I am aware, 
none of the British subjects found on board the "ViVginius," and wlio were brought 
here by the "Juniata," belonged to or proceeded from New York for the purpose of 
joining the '* Virginius." 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 6 1 . 
Consul" General Archibald to the Colonial Secretary. 

Sir, New York, January 13, 1874. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that I have engaged steerage passages from 
hence to Khigston, Jamaica, by the steamship '^ Etna," of the Atlas line, appointed to 
sail this day, for the undermentioned persons, being eight of the Jamaica men and boys 
who were captured on board the steamer " Virginius," and brought from Santiago de 
Cuba to this port in the United States' ship "Juniata." 

The *^ Etna" having very limited accommodation, it has been impracticable to send 
all of the persons by her, and four of tliem accordingly remain to be forwarded by the 
"Atlas " on the 30th instant. One of the four, Alfred Parker, has this morning only 
reported himself at this office, having been in hospital ever since his arrival, 

I have supplied to all the party clothing in addition to that given to them on board 
the "Juniata," and have provided for their board and lodging as well as for their 
passages from hence to Kingston. 1 will, by the "Atlas," transmit to you, for the 
information of his Excellency the Governor, a statement of all the expenses incurred by 

me in thi9 matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. M, ARCHIBALD. 

M 2 
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P.S- — Passages provided to Jamaica steam-ship ^^Etna" for John Pothemont, 
William Denton, Jose Spirito Santo, Sydney R. Aitcheson, Charles de Brosse, George 
Burke, Abraham L. Pinto, and William Curtis. 

The names of the four remaining in my charge are — Samuel Hall, W. N, Marshall, 
George Winter, and Alfred Parker. 

E. M, A. 



No. 62. 

Mr, Herbert to Lord Tenterden. — (Received January 29.) 

Sir, Downing Street^ January 28, 1874. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 3rd ultimo, 1 am directed by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies to transmit to you, for the information of Earl Granville, a copy 
of a despatch from Governor of Jamaica, dated the 9th instant, explaining why a tele- 
gram was not sent reporting the capture of the " Virginius." 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 



Inclosure in No. 62. 

Governor Sir J. P. Grant to the Earl of Kimberley. 

My Lord, King^s House^ January 9, 1 874. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's despatch of the 9th ultimo, 
transmitting a copy of a letter from the Foreign Office and asking for an explanation of 
my not having reported by telegraph the intelligence respecting the capture of the 
'* Virginius " and the proceedings connected therewith, which 1 was in possession of on 
the 6th of November last. 

2. In reply thereto, I would ask your Lordship's reference to my despatches 
of the 8th of November, which is acknowledged, of the 21st of November, and 
of the 10th of December last, in which I have duly reported by mail steamer all 
the particulars connected with the '' Virginius " from the time of her leaving the port of 
Kingston to her capture by the Spanish war-steamer, and the subsequent events connected 
with the execution of the crew and passengers on board her, so far as, and as soon as, I 
became acquainted with them. 

3. As I now learn that it was expected that such an occurrence as the capture of the 
" Virginius," so far as I have heard about it, should have been reported by me to your 
Lordship by telegraph, I very much regret that I did not adopt that course. 

4. The affair was one entirely in the department of Her Majesty sConsul-General at 
Havana, through which place, after an interval of from four to eight days (owing to 
direct telegraphic communication between Santiago de Cuba and Havana being inter- 
rupted, and the messages having to be sent from Santiago to BatabaDO by sea) any tele- 
graphic report from me must have passed ; and whilst I had no information to give 
which I was in abetter position for giving than the Consul -General at Havana, and Vice- 

jul at Santiago de Cuba were in, 1 had not all the information which these gentlemen 
haoSon the subject, knowing nothing at the moment but what I had learnt by telegraphic 
messages' from the Vice-Consul. It did not occur to me that full information might 
possibly not be communicated by telegraph to the Foreign OflSce from Cuba directly, 
before any partial report of it could be communicated by me to the Colonial Office 
through the same channel. From what I can learn of the system of conveyance of 
messages between Santiago and Batabano, en route to Havana, Her Majesty's Consul at 
Havana must have dispatched his message immediately on receipt of the message from 
Santiago, and his message must have had th^ start of any message I could have sent by 
three davs. / 

5. The '* Virginius " was a foreign vessel, and though several of the crew and cabin 
servants, whose lives were taken, were afterwards found to have been British subjects, and 
some of them natives of Jamaica, there was at first no certainty upon this point, and all had 
placed themselves under tho protection of a foreign flag. Therefore, as I had no special 
knowledge to communicate by telegraph, the propriety of my sending an independent 
message to Her Majesty's Government did not strike me. 
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6. What I was in the best position of obtaining were documents in proof of the 
nationality of a portion of the crew, commnnicable only by mail packet, and these I 
communicated in this manner as soon as I obtained them. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. P. GRANT. 



No. 63. 

Sir E. Tliomton to Earl Granville. — {Received February 8.) 

(Extract.) Washington, January 26, 1 874. 

ON the receipt of your Lordship's telegram of the 22nd instant I called upon 
Mr. Fish and inquired of him whether any steps had yet been taken with regard to 
compensation to be paid by Spain for the survivors of the passengers and crew of the 
•* Virginius," and for the families of those who had been executed. Mr. Fish replied 
that nothing had as yet been done in the matter. Papers and evidence upon the subject 
were being collected, but he had not yet received the report of the examination of the 
survivors who had arrived at New York, and which had been taken by the United States' 
District Attorney. Instructions would be given upon the subject to General Gushing, 
who would soon leave Washington for his post, but nothing would be done until he 
arrived at Madrid. 



No. 64. 
Earl Granville to Mr. Layard. 

Sir, Foreign Office, February 20, 1874, 

HER Majesty's Government had imder their consideration, in communication with 
the Law Officers of the Crown, the correspondence relative to the execution at Santiago 
de Cuba, in November last, of the British subjects forming part of the crew of the 
" Virginius." 

Her Majesty's Goverment consider that they are justified in demanding reparation 
from the Spanish Government for the execution of the British subjects in question, both 
in the form of a national recognition of the wrong done, and also of compensation to the 
relatives of the persons executed. 

Her Majesty's Government do not take the ground of complaining of the seizure of 
the "Virginius,'* nor of the detention of the passengers and crew. 

The real ground of complaint Her Majesty's Government hold, is, that even assuming 
the vessel to have been lawfully seized and the crew properly detained, there was no 
justification for their summary execution afler an irregular proceeding before a drum- 
head Court Martial. No possible aspect of the character of the *' Virginius " and her 
crew could authorize or palliate such conduct on the part of the Cuban authorities. 
There was no pretence for treating such an expedition as piracy jure gentium. 

If the " Virginius " was to be regarded as a vessel practically engaged in a hostile 
or belhgerent enterprise such treatment would not be justifiable. Much may be 
excused in acts done under the expectation of instant damage in self-defence by a 
nation, as well as by an individual. But, after the capture of the " Virginius" and the 
detention of the crew was effected, no pretence of imminent necessity of self-defence 
could be alleged ; and it was the duty of the Spanish Authorities to prosecute the 
offenders in proper form of law, and to have instituted regular proceedings on a 
definite charge before the execution of the prisoners. 

Her Majesty's Government maintain thsjt there was no charge, either known to the 
Law of Nations or to any municipal law, inder which persons in the situation of the 
British crew of the " Virginius '^ could have been justifiably condemned to death. 

They were persons not owing allegianJ|e to Spain ; the acts done by them were 
done out of the jurisdiction of Spain; theyN^re essentially non-combatants in their 
employment; and they could by no possible cJJiistruction be liable to the penalty of 

death. 

In these circumstances Her Majesty's Government consider that they may properly 

insist on full reparation for the execution of the British subjects in question from the 

Government of Spain. 
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I have accordingly to instruct you to address a note to the Spanish Government 
recapitulating the arguments set forth in this despatch ; and you will state that Her 
Majesty's Government entertain the confident hope that the Government of Spain, 
respecting the justice of those arguments, will lose no lime in tendering full reparation, 
botn in the form of a national recognition of the wrong done to Great Britain, and also 

of compensation to the relatives of the British subjects executed, 

^ I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 

No. 65. 

Mr. Lay at d to the Earl of Derby. — (Received March 10«) 

My Lord. Madrid, March 2, 1874. 

IN pursuance of the instructions contained in Lord Granville's despatch of 
the 28th ultimo, I have addressed a note to Sefior Sagasta, recapitulating the argu- 
ments set forth in that despatch, with reference to the execution at Santiago de Cuba of 
the British subjects forming part ot the crew of the "Virginius;'* and stating that 
Her Majesty's Government entertain the confident hope that the Government of Spain, 
recognizing the justice of the arguments submitted to them, will lose no time in tendering 
full reparation for the acts of the Spanish authorities in Cuba, both in the form of a 
national recognition of the wrong done to Great Britain, and also of compensation to the 
relatives of the British subjects executed. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' A. H. LA YARD. 



No. 66. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby. — {Received March 22.) 

My Lord, ^ Madrid, March 10, 1874, ^: 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 2nd instant, I have the honour to inclose 
herewith to your Lordship a translation of the letter I have received from Sefior 
Sagasta on the subject of the claim I had addressed to the Spanish Government on 
account of the execution of British subjects captured in the *' Virginius." His Excellency 
states that the present Ministry have not as yet had time to examine into, and come to a 
decision upon, a matter of such serious importance. 

1 have S(c* 
(Signed) * A. H. LAYARD. 
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Inclosure in No. 66. 

SeHor Sagaeta to Mr. Layard. 

(Translation.) 

Sir, • . Madrid, March 8, 1874. 

I HAVE received the letter which, in accordance with tl)e instructions of Her 
Britannic Majesty's Government, you addressed to me on the 2nd instant, with reference 
to the execution of some of the British subjects who formed part of the crew of the 
steamer " Virginius," captured by our navy in November last. 

In reply, I have the honour to inform your Excellency that the Spanish Government 
has taken into serious consideration the claim set forth m the above mentioned letter ; 
but that, taking into account that the capture of the " Virginias." as well as all tiie 
subsequent events, took place under the previous Ministry, that which is now at the l^vid 
of affairs is bound to examine this seriohs matter with all the deliberation which iis 
importance demands, reserving to itself ^he right of informing the Government of Her 
Britannic Majesty, through the chanyl of your Excellency, of the resolution which it 
may consider most in conformity with the principles of justice and the considerations 
imposed by the friendly relations existing between Spain and Great Britain. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAGASTA. 



J 
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No. 67. 
The Earl of Derby to Mr. Layard. 

Sir, • Foreign Office^ May 7, 1874. 

IN your despatch of the 10th of March, relative to the question of the " Virginias," 
you inclosed a translation of a note from the Spanish Minister for Foreign AflFairs, in 
which his Excellency stated that the Government of which he was a member felt 
" bolind to examine this serious matter with all the deliberation which its importance 
demands," 

In view of the grave diflSculties with which the Spanish Government have lately 
had to contend, Her Majesty's Government have felt unwilling hitherto to instruct you 
to press for an answer upon the subject ; but now that the success of the Republican 
arms in Biscay has enabled Marshal Serrano to return to Madrid, Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment trust that the answer of the Spanish Government may not be further delayed. 

You will make a communication in this sense to Senor Sagasta. 

1 am, &c. 
(Signed) DERBY, 
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